
 

 

  Central Highlands Council 

MINUTES – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  

15 AUGUST 2023 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Central Highlands Council held in the Bothwell Town Hall, Bothwell on 
Tuesday 15 August 2023, commencing at 9.00am. 
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1. OPENING 

 

2. AUDIO RECORDING DISCLAIMER 

As per Regulation 33 (2) (a) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, audio recordings 
of meetings will be made available to Councillors, staff and members of the wider community including 
Government Agencies at no charge and will be made available on Council’s website as soon as practicable after 
each Council Meeting. Unlike Parliament, Council meetings are not subject to parliamentary privilege, and both 
Council and the individual may be liable for comments that may be regarded as offensive, derogatory and/or 
defamatory. 
 
The Mayor advises the meeting and members of the public that Council Meetings, not including Closed 
Sessions, are audio recorded and published on Council’s Website in accordance with Council’s Policy 2017-50. 
 
The Mayor also advises, that members of the public are not permitted to make audio recordings of Council 
Meetings without prior approval being granted. 

 
 
3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
 
4. PRESENT  
 
Mayor L Triffitt; Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J Honner; 
Cr D Meacheam; and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
5. IN ATTENDANCE 

Mrs Kim Hossack (General Manager); and Mrs Katrina Brazendale (Minute Secretary). 

 
6.  APOLOGIES  
 
Cr S Bowden 
 
 
7. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil 

 
 
8.  PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARATIONS 
 
In accordance with Regulation 8 (7) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
Chairperson requests Councillors to indicate whether they or a close associate have or are likely to have a 
pecuniary interest (any pecuniary or pecuniary detriment) or conflict of interest in any Item of the Agenda. 
 
Nil 
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9. PERCEIVED INTEREST DECLARATIONS 
 
Under the Model Code of Conduct made by Order of the Minister responsible for Local Government the 
following will apply to a Councillor –  
 
PART 2 – Conflict of Interest that are not Pecuniary  
(6) A Councillor who has an actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest in a matter before the Council 
must –  

(a) Declare the conflict of interest and the nature of the interest before discussion on the matter begins; and 
(b) Act in good faith and exercise reasonable judgement to determine whether a reasonable person would 
consider that the conflict of interest requires the Councillor to remove himself or herself physically from any 
Council discussion and remain out of the room until the matter is decided by the Council. 
 

Nil 
 
 
10. CLOSED SESSION OF THE MEETING   

 
Regulation 15 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 states that at a meeting, a 
council by absolute majority, or a council committee by simple majority, may close a part of the meeting to the 
public for a reason specified in sub-regulation (2). 
 
As per Regulation 15 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, this motion requires 
an absolute majority. 
 
RESOLUTION 01/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr Y Miller Seconded: Cr R Cassidy 
 
THAT pursuant to Regulation 15 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council, 
by absolute majority, close the meeting to the public to consider the following matters in Closed Session: 

 
CARRIED 

For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 

Item 
Number 

Matter Outcome 

1 
 

Confirmation of the Minutes of 
the Closed Session of the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on 18 July 2023.  

Regulation 15 (2)(G) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 – information of a 
personal and confidential nature or information provided 
to Council on the condition it is kept confidential. 
  

2 
 

Deputations Regulation 15 (2)(C) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 – Commercial information 
of a confidential nature. 
 

3 Supplementary Agenda Items Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

4 Consideration of Matters for 
Disclosure to the Public. 

Regulation 15 (8) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 - While in a closed 
meeting, the Council, or Council Committee, is to 
consider whether any discussions, decisions, reports or 
documents relating to that closed meeting are to be kept 
confidential or released to the public, taking into account 
privacy and confidentiality issues. 
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MEETING CLOSED to the public at 9.11am. 

 

 
11. MOTION OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
RESOLUTION 02/08.2023/CC 
 
Moved:   Cr J Honner    Seconded:   Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT the Council: 
(1) Having met and dealt with its business formally move out of the Closed Session; and 
(2) Resolved to report that it has determined the following: 

Item Number 
 

Matter Outcome 

1 
 

Confirmation of the Minutes of the 
Closed Session of the Ordinary Meeting 
of Council held on 18 July 2023. 

THAT the Minutes of the Closed 
Session of the Ordinary Meeting of 
Council held on 18 July 2023 be 
confirmed. 
 

2 Deputations Representatives from SALTAS 
addressed Council. 

3 Supplementary Agenda Item/s 
 

Nil 

4 Consideration of Matters for Disclosure 
to the Public 
 

Matters were considered. 

 
 
 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 

 
12. RE-OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 
 
The meeting re-opened to the public at 10.10am.  The Mayor again advises, to the meeting and members of the 
public that Council Meetings, not including Closed Sessions, are audio recorded and published on Council’s 
Website.   
 
Members of the public are not permitted to make audio recordings of Council Meetings without prior approval 
being granted. 
 
 
The following staff were in attendance when the meeting resumed: -  
 
Damian Mackey, Planning Consultant; Louisa Brown, Senior Planning Officer; Adam Wilson, Deputy General 
Manager; and Graham Rogers, Development and Environment Services Manager. 
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13.  DEPUTATION 
  
Tracey Turale (Health Promotion Coordinator) and Paul Sasse (Vice Chair) attended the meeting to provide 
an update on the current HATCH Activities.  

A Health Action Team Central Highlands (HATCH) Report was circulated to all the Councillors dated 15th August 
2023. 

Tracey Turale, Health Promotion Coordinator Rural Primary Health; Paul Sasse, Vice Chair of HATCH; and 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager left the meeting at 10.24am. 
 

 

14.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council conducts a 
Public Question Time Forum to enable members of the public to ask question on Council related matters.  
 
A period of 15 minutes, if required, will be set aside at the beginning of each Ordinary Council Meeting to conduct 
Public Question Time. If a response to a question cannot be provided at the meeting a written response will be 
provided as soon as practicable. 
 
A member of the public may give written notice to the General Manager, 7 days before a meeting of a question 
to be put to the Meeting.   
 
The Chairman may invite any member of the public present at a meeting to ask questions, without notice, relating 
to activities of the Council, subject to the provisions of Clause 2 below.  
 

1. Once Question Time commences the Chairman will determine the order in which questions are heard.  
 

2. Questions may relate to any business of the Council capable of being discussed in the open portion of 
the meeting, and which is not listed as an item for consideration on the Agenda for the Council Meeting.  

 
3. Members of the public proposing a question are required to be present at the Council Meeting at which 

their question is to be read. Where a person submits a question for Public Question Time but fails to 
attend the meeting, the question will be treated as general correspondence and a written response will 
be provided at the earliest opportunity.  
 

4. A person asking a question, when called upon by the Chairman is requested to:  
 Stand, 
 State their name and address,  
 Read out their question. 

 
5. The Chairman retains the right to accept or decline questions and to determine if the question is to be 

answered at the meeting by the appropriate Councillor or employee or written down and taken on notice. 
The decision to take the question on notice may also be taken by the Councillor or employee to whom 
the question is directed. Questions taken on notice will be answered at a later meeting.  
 

6. The Chairman may rule a question inappropriate, and thus inadmissible if in his or her opinion it has 
already been asked, is unclear, irrelevant, insulting, improper or relates to any matter which would 
normally be discussed in the closed portion of the meeting as defined in the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015.  
 

7. Public Question Time forum will be limited to a maximum of 15 minutes in duration and will be declared 
closed following the expiration of the allocated time period, or where all valid questions have been dealt 
with, whichever is the sooner.  
 

8. Each question is to be asked by the proponent who will be allowed a maximum of three minutes in which 
to put the question.  
 

9. The Chairman will not allow any discussion or debate on either the question or the response.  
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10. Where a person proposes more than one question at any one forum, and there are a number of persons 

wishing to lodge questions, the Chairman may take the questions in such order so as to hear as many 
members of the public as practical during the time allocated.  
 

11. The minutes of the Council Meeting will contain a summary of each question asked by members of the 
public and the response given.  
 

12. Public Statements (as opposed to questions) will not be accepted for the reason that statements could 
be considered a form of participation. 
 

Pertaining to any Planning Authority agenda item within this agenda, Council will do so in accordance with 
Council’s Policy 2017-49. 
 
Both the Public Question Time Procedure above and Council’s Policy 2017-49 ‘Public Comment on Planning 
Agenda Items’ will be available for the public to view at the meeting. 
 
Nil 

 
15. NOTICE OF MOTIONS 

Under Regulation 16 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relating to Motions on 
Notice. It states the following:  
 
(5)  A councillor may give to the general manager, at least 7 days before a meeting, give written notice of a 

motion, together with supporting information and reasons, to be included on the agenda of that meeting.  
 

15.1 NOTICE OF MOTION – CR D MEACHEAM 

 
A Notice of Motion has been received from Cr D Meacheam on 4 August 2023, for inclusion on this Agenda 
and provides the following supporting information and reasons for this motion: - 
 

Second probably to Derwent Bridge, Miena is a prime tourism stop spot in the Central Highlands. A pre-
existing children’s playground near the Miena shop was removed earlier this year. The only public 
stopping places in the town are the two licensed premises and a boat ramp. Children friendly and walking 
opportunities from these places are very limited. Councillors will recall the proposed location for purchase 
was previously a fire service site, the separate title for the area might be subject to revival. A large, intact 
concrete slab remains there, with 2 vehicle entry spots still extant. Anyone stopping at this site would 
enjoy good views of Haddens Bay. Conversion of the site to a picnic area, children’s playground and static 
information display likely involves no rock breaking and removal, rather a modest amount of infill material 
and landscaping. Councillors will note that the proposed site is not visible from any property in Jones 
Road and only distantly visible from lot 7792, Highlands Lake Road. 
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The following motion has been proposed – 
 
RESOLUTION 02/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr D Meacheam Seconded: Cr R Cassidy 
 
THAT Council engage with Hydro Tasmania for the purchase of a suitable block of land to the Northeast of 
number 7792 on the Highlands Lakes Road, Haddens Bay, with a view to developing at the site a picnic area, 
children’s playground and static information display in the 2024-2025 financial year. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
RESOLUTION 03/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Deputy Mayor J Allwright Seconded: Cr D Meacheam 
 
THAT Council engage with Hydro Tasmania for the purpose of undertaking discussions regarding the Tip Road 
/ Dam Wall upgrading and maintenance. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager returned to the meeting at 10.47am.  

 
15.2 NOTICE OF MOTION – CR R CASSIDY 

A Notice of Motion has been received from Cr R Cassidy on 8 August 2023, for inclusion on this Agenda and 
provides the following supporting information and reasons for this motion: - 
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Need To Progress Scenic Landscape Values and Scenic Road Corridors 
Assessment − Robert L. Cassidy 
 
The Tasmanian Planning Commission “acknowledged the strong case made for the application of the Scenic 
Road Corridor overlay and Scenic Protection Area overlay by the representors and the quality of material 
presented.  However, it accepts the recommendations and reasons of the planning authority that further local 
strategic work and public consultation is required to determine whether the Scenic Protection Code overlays are 
warranted. 
 
Without further evidence however, there is no rationale for the overlay to be applied to the land identified in the 
representations.” 
 
On 17 May 2022 Council resolved to engage with the State Government’s ReCFIT program, with a view to 
supporting its community engagement program and expediting its assessment of community values, including 
scenic values, within Central Highlands. 
 
Landscapes are significant to different people for different reasons. The reasons vary from being admired for 
their scenic beauty, to their cultural value, such as cider gum trees, to their historic value, such as Dog’s Head 
at Lake Sorell, where Irish convict Thomas Meagher had a cottage, the environmental qualities of the Great 
Lake and Lake Meadowbank, and/or the value to the municipality’s economy and other less tangible values 
associated with the place, such as memories or associations taken away from visiting the 
Central Highlands. 
 
Aims of the Study 
 
The landscape assessment study should aim to: 
• define and describe (with photos and maps) the landscape character of Central Highlands municipality 
• determine which places, features and views are most significant and why 
• include the community's values on the character and significance of the landscape 
• evaluate various forms of development that have occurred in the landscape, both positive and negative 
• consider using policies and guidance in the Tasmania Planning Scheme, such as the significant landscape 

overlay, to protect and manage the landscape into the future. 
 
The outcomes of the study should inform a number of growth and tourism plans, perhaps sites for road pull off 
and picnic areas, instead of having tourists stopping in the middle of the Lyell Highway to take a photo. It should 
provide recommendations and planning scheme-ready policy for retaining and 
respecting landscape values. 
 
The Scenic Landscape Assessment Study will assess the character and significance of the landscape, leading 
to the preparation of planning scheme policy and guidance to ensure its protection and management into the 
future. 
 
The study should be prepared in four stages: 
 

 Desktop analysis & research 

 Landscape character assessment 

 Landscape significance assessment 

 Community Consultation 

 Final recommendations 

Landscape character is defined as ‘the interplay of geology, topography, vegetation, water bodies and other 
natural features, combined with the effects of land use and built development, which makes one landscape 
different from another.’ 
 
Levels of significance should be professionally assessed for both landscape areas and views taking into 
consideration how iconic, exemplary and/or scarce or unique they are, plus the cumulative weight of evidence 
detailing the above Aboriginal and colonial cultural values. In addition, views should be assessed based on their 
structure and quality, as well as consideration given to their cultural landscape values. 
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The goal should be for Council to understand how the landscape of the Central Highlands municipality may be 
affected by future change; and to protect and manage those values that are most important, for future 
generations. 
 
The rationale at the time, for the way we voted was “POTENTIAL FINANCIAL COMMITMENT The cost of a 
professional landscapes analysis project undertaken by appropriately qualified and experienced independent, 
consultants would be considerable. A reasonable budget for a project of this nature might be in the order of 
$50,000”, but this is just a ‘guessimate’. 
 
Here is a little information about ReCFIT -. 
https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/recfit/about_us  
 
The Tasmanian Government established Renewables, Climate and Future Industries Tasmania (ReCFIT) in 
recognition of the alignment between a rapidly transitioning energy sector and the impacts and opportunities of 
a changing climate. 
 
We are responsible for advising the government on the state’s strategic direction on climate change, renewable 
energy growth and emissions reduction to help shape Tasmania’s future while maintaining a secure, sustainable, 
and affordable energy system.  
 
We provide: 
 

*advice on a range of large, complex, energy-related projects, including new renewables generation and 
uses for renewable energy, such as green hydrogen production (future industries). 
 
*collaboration with industry, state-owned energy businesses and communities on the planning and delivery 
of our large renewable energy projects. 

 
ReCFIT is administratively supported by the Department of State Growth. 
 
Can they be trusted to have Central Highlands Council’s and the Municipality’s best interests at heart? No! Or, 
do they have a conflict of interest, maybe even a pecuniary interest? Have they taken an action, thus far? No! 
 
Energy Co-ordination and Planning Act 1995 
 
PART 1A - Renewable Energy 
 
3B. Renewable energy source 
 
(1) The Minister, by order, may declare an energy source to be a renewable energy source for the purposes of 
this Act. 
 
6. Staff 
(1) Subject to and in accordance with the State Service Act 2000, persons may be appointed or employed to 
assist the Director in carrying out the Director's functions under this Act. 
 
(2) The Secretary of the Department may make arrangements for State Service officers and State Service 
employees employed in the Department and, with the approval of another Head of a State Service Agency, for 
State Service officers and State Service employees employed in that Agency to be made available to the Director 
to enable the Director to perform the Director's functions. 
 
(3) The officers and employees made available to the Director may, in conjunction with State Service 
employment, serve the Director in any capacity. 
 
7. Delegation 
 
The Director may delegate any of the Director's functions or powers under this Act other than this power of 
delegation. 
 
8. Directions from Minister 
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(1) The Minister may give directions in writing to the Director with respect to the performance of the Director's 
functions. 
(2) The directions may be given generally or in relation to a particular matter. 
(3) The Director must perform his or her functions in accordance with the directions. 
 
PART 4 - General 
 
13A. Immunity from liability 
 
The Director, when acting or purporting to act as Director or as Coordinator, or the Assessor or another person 
acting, or purporting to act, in good faith in the administration of this Act incurs no civil liability except – 

(a) a liability for negligence; and 
(b) a liability for which express provision is made by or under this Act. 

 
https://www.guybarnett.com.au/files/3016/5586/3288/2022_06_22_Tasmanias 
_Renewables_Energy_Future.pdf 
 
An excerpt from a letter dated 22 June 2022 
 
Guy Barnett, Minister for Energy and Renewables Tasmania's Renewables Energy Future 
 
The Tasmanian Liberal Government has a strong energy plan, which will keep downward pressure on energy 
prices, increase the supply of reliable and affordable power, and bolster Tasmania’s economy through new jobs 
and investment. A critical part of this plan is coordinating the large-scale development and investment 
required to grow our renewable energy sector sustainably over the next 20 years and reach our 2040 Tasmanian 
Renewable Energy Target of 200 per cent. This is crucial to ensure that the infrastructure is built to 
achieve our possible cost to consumers . . . 
 
To support the development of Tasmania’s first REZ, Renewables, Climate and Future Industries Tasmania 
(ReCFIT) has now been appointed as the REZ Coordinator to provide a single and consistent point of contact 
for industry and the community in regard to REZ development. ReCFIT as the REZ Coordinator will continue its 
scenario planning and spatial analysis necessary to inform the REZ development. 
 
Recently in the news the ‘Mercury’ this appeared - 
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The following motion was proposed – 
 
RESOLUTION 04/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
THAT as a matter of urgency, Council proposes that Central Highlands Council investigate the Scenic 
Landscape Values and Scenic Road Corridors throughout the Central Highlands Municipality. 

LOST 4/4 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, and Cr Y Miller. 
 
Against the Motion 
Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr J Hall and Cr D Meacheam. 

16. COMMITMENTS 

 
16.1 MAYORAL COMMITMENTS 

13 July 2023 to 9 August 2023 

14 July 2023  Tasmania Police Meeting 
16 July 2023  Media Interview 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting - Hamilton 
24 July 2023  Bushfest Event Meeting 
24 July 2023  Teams Meeting Rural Primary Health Community Working Group / General Manager 
27 July 2023  Meeting with SALTAS Representatives  
29 July 2023  Little Library Opening at Gretna 
 

 Business of Council x 14 

 Ratepayer and community members - communications x 11 
 Elected Members - communications x 44 
 Central Highlands Council Management - communications x 4 

NOTED 
 

 
16.2 COUNCILLOR COMMITMENTS 
 
Deputy Mayor J Allwright 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting – Hamilton 
8 August 2023  Planning Committee Meeting - Bothwell 
 
Cr A Bailey 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting - Hamilton 
8 August 2023  Planning Committee Meeting - Bothwell 
 
 
Cr R Cassidy 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting – Hamilton 
19 & 20 July 2023 Calls to Dr Martin Farley 
20 July 2023  Call to Sophie Underwood, Planning Matters 
24 July 2023  Call to State Planning Office 
25 July 2023  Provided email information to Mayor, GM, Deputy GM 
28 July 2023  Reply to Ratepayer via email, regarding their concern 
28 & 29 July 2023 Finish reading Dr Farley's Draft Submission to FoLGR and email to GM 
30 July 2023  Meet with Ratepayer 2.5 hours 
31 July 2023  Sent email with photos to GM 
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1 August 2023  Read Dr Farley’s Final Submission and provided feedback 
8 August 2023  Planning Committee Meeting - Bothwell 
 
Phone calls from the mayor in between all that: 18th, 24th, 25th, 27th, 29th, 30th, 31st, 2nd August. 
Call to GM and DGM on 24th July. 
 
Cr J Hall 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting – Hamilton 
8 August 2023  Planning Committee Meeting - Bothwell 
 
Cr J Honner 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting – Hamilton 
8 August 2023  Planning Committee Meeting - Bothwell  
 
Cr D Meacheam 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting - Hamilton 
 
Cr Y Miller 
18 July 2023  Ordinary Council Meeting – Hamilton 
19 July 2023  HATCH Committee Meeting 
 
 
NOTED 
 
 
16.3 GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMITMENTS 
 

Date With Whom Subject / Comment 
18 July 2023 Council and Management Members Council Meeting 
18 July 2023 Business Advisory Consultant Future of Local Government Review – Stage 3 

Submission preparation 
20 July 2023 Cr A Bailey and Cr J Hall Various topics 
24 July 2023 Mayor & Staff Council Upcoming Council Events - Planning 
24 July 2023 Rural Primary Health – Community 

Working Group 
Local health services & support  

25 July 2023 No Turbine Action Group 
representatives with the Mayor 

Consideration Letter  

27-28 July 2023 Council Office CLOSED Moving Staff & all equipment from the 
Hamilton Council Office over to Bothwell 

2 August 2023 Tas Audit Office staff and Council 
Officers 

Central Highlands Council - Amendments to 
the Private Works Undertaken by Councils -
audit engagement plan Meeting 

8 August 2023 Council and Management Members Planning Committee Meeting – Bothwell 
9 August 2023 Senior Management Team  Monthly meeting with Managers 
10 August 2023 Future of Local Government Review 

Board – Council Presentation 
Attended Public Hearing at Campbell Town 
with Cr Cassidy 

  
NOTED 
 
 
16.4 DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMITMENTS 
 

Date With Whom Subject / Comment 
19 Jul 2023 LGAT Officers, TasPol Officers and 

Council Officers 
LGAT Regional Towns CCTV project - Site 
Visit for CCTV Field Review 

21 Jul 2023 Tasmanian Housing and Council 
Officers 

Tasmanian Housing Strategy - Local Councils 
Action Plan Meeting - Break O’Day, Dorset, 
Meander Valley, Nth Midlands, Glamorgan SB, 
Sth Midlands, Central Highlands and Homes 
Tasmania 
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25 Jul 2023 MAV Insurance staff and Council 
Officers 

MAV Insurance Best Practice Forum 

2 Aug 2023 Tas Audit staff and Council Officers Central Highlands Council - Amendments to 
the Private Works Undertaken by Councils -
audit engagement plan Meeting 

10 Aug 2023 CBA staff and Council Officers  CBA introducing Council iQ for Central 
Highlands Council 

15 Aug 2023 Council and Management Members Council Meeting 
  
NOTED 
 

17. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS HELD 

Workshops were held on the below dates and the following items were discussed -  
 

 No workshop held. 
 

 

18. FUTURE WORKSHOPS  

The next Council Workshop will be held on the following date/s – 
 

 12 September 2023 
 

 
Jason Branch, Works and Services Manager attended the meeting at 11.15am. 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager left the meeting at 11.19am. 

 
19. MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Letter from Hon Nic Street MP, Minister for Local Government re no forced Council boundary 
adjustments as part of the Future of Local Government Review. 

 Letter from Premier Jermey Rockliff MP re Reforms to the Tasmanian Land Use Planning System. 

 
20.  MINUTES 

 
 

20.1  CONFIRMATION OF DRAFT MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING – 18 JULY 2023 

RESOLUTION 05/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr A Bailey 
 
THAT the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 18 July 2023 be confirmed. 

 
CARRIED 

For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 



15 
 

 
M i n u t e s  1 5  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  

20.2  RECEIVAL OF DRAFT MINUTES PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING – 8 
AUGUST 2023 

RESOLUTION 06/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr Y Miller Seconded: Cr J Hall 
 
THAT the Draft Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 8 August 2023 be received. 

 
CARRIED 

For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 

 
21.  BUSINESS ARISING – JULY 2023 COUNCIL MEETING 

Business Arising actions undertaken. 
 

20.1 DA 2023/27: CHANGE OF USE TO VISITOR 
ACCOMMODATION AT LAND DESCRIBED 
AS 73A JONES ROAD, MIENA 

Actioned. 

20.2 DA 2023/26: FOUR LOT AND BALANCE 
SUBDIVISION - 197 ELLENDALE ROAD, 
FENTONBURY 

Actioned. 

24.3 OUSE TABLE TENNIS CLUB - COMMUNITY 
GRANT APPLICATION 

Correspondence provided & actioned. 

24.4 FUTURE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW 
– STAGE 3 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

General Manager actioned and 
submission lodged by 2 August 2023. 

1. Cr R Cassidy to present at the 
Public Hearing held on 10 
August 2023 at Campbell Town. 

25.1 REQUEST FOR RATES REMISSION – PID 
9990561 

Actioned. 

 
NOTED 
 
 

22.  DERWENT CATCHMENT PROJECT – MONTHLY REPORT FOR JULY 2023 

 
Derwent Catchment Project Monthly Report for Central Highlands 

Council 
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12th July – 10th August 2023 

 General  

Our AGM is scheduled for 1st of September for the Annual General Meeting at 5pm at Derwent Estate 
Vineyard’s ‘The Shed’ restaurant. Hopefully you received the Eventbrite invite and can attend this 
year. We are finalising the last of our reporting and preparing our Annual Report for 2022-23 which 
will be available shortly, consequently this report is brief.  

Nursery Expansion for Council consideration  

Due to an identified demand for native plants, we have decided that we would like to expand the 
capacity of the Hamilton Native Plant Nursery. We are seeking the council’s permission to increase 
the footprint of the nursery. The area for expansion is between the current nursery footprint and 
Ponsonby Road. The new footprint will increase the nursery by 250 m2. The total cost of the 
expansion will be between $25,000 and $35,000 with $10,000 to be put towards the earthworks. We 
have spoken with council staff and a development application will not be required because it reflects 
current use.  

Central Highlands Weeds program  

Strategic Actions 4.4 Continue the program of weed reduction in the Central Highlands, and 4.7 
Support and assist practical programs that address existing environmental problems and improve the 
environment.  

The weed management program focuses on implementing the Central Highlands Weed Management 
Plan and addressing weed control priorities.  

We are currently out of weed season and no works have occurred in the past month. We have 
however been compiling the annual data and reporting for external funding partners.  

Agri-best practice programs  

Strategic Actions 4.7 Support and assist practical programs that address existing environmental 
problems and improve the environment.  

Cross-hub containment feeding/drought lotting project - funded by the Future Drought Fund 
(National Drought Hub)  

This program came to a close at the end of the financial year and it has had great reach for a short-
term project. The past month has mostly revolved around wrapping up extra information from the 
series of workshops held in June and seeking additional funding to support the project into the future.  

We are currently developing a proposal with the Tas Farm Innovation Hub and SA Drought Hub that 
will see 2 experts from Tasmania trained in containment feeding nutrition, annual health 
management and design and set up. The aim will be for the experts to develop 1:1 drought lot plans 
for producers who need support ensuring people have more confidence in setting up and managing 
containment feeding in dry times. This project is a continuation of the past year’s program, and 
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although the collaboration with mainland producer’s groups was unsuccessful in the large Future 
Drought Fund grant we applied for, this project will fulfil the critical parts of the proposal.  

Restoration and Conservation  

Strategic Actions: 4.1 Continue to fund and support the Derwent Catchment Project and 4.7 Support 
and assist practical programs that address existing environmental problems and improve the 
environment.  

Tyenna River Recovery – willow warriors – supported by IFS, SFM, DV council and Tassal  

As part of the National Tree Day, we held a community planting workshop along the Tyenna River at 
Westerway. The team and volunteers planted 42 trees. The area through Westerway is looking 
excellent with access to the water and emerging natives proving a great contrast to the sections that 
are still choked by willows. 

 

Miena Cider Gums – supported by Hydro  

We have undertaken monitoring at the Tods Corner and Rainbow Point stands of the Miena cider 
gums on Hydro land to assess changes in condition from caging and banding. There has been some 
attempts from previously burned trees at Tods Corner to resprout and we are working on caging the 
more hopeful prospects.  

Grant applications  

Long term trial through the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund - ‘Tasmanian drought 
adaptation through long-term management tool development and farmer engagement’  

A 5-year program assessing if longer growing season rest can improve pasture condition, desirable 
species composition and biomass production. Pending.  

Cross-hub containment feeding/drought lotting project - funded by the Tas Farm Innovation Hub 
and S.A. Drought Hub - successful.  
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2 experts from Tasmania trained in containment feeding nutrition, annual health management and 
design and set up. Experts with develop 1:1 drought lot plans for producers who need support 
ensuring people have more confidence in setting up and managing containment feeding in dry times. 
Please don’t hesitate to call us if you have any queries about our programs. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
The Derwent Catchment Team 
 
Key Contacts: 
Josie Kelman (CEO) 0427044700 
Eve Lazarus (Program Manager) 0429170048 
Morgan McPherson (Works Manager) 0418 667 426 
Karen Phillips (Nursery Manager) 0400 039 303 
 
 
RESOLUTION 07/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr A Bailey Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
THAT the Derwent Catchment Project monthly report for July 2023 be received. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 

 
23.0  COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY 

In accordance with Regulation 25(1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
Mayor advises that the Council intends to act as a Planning Authority under the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993, is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 25, the Council will act as a Planning Authority in respect to those matters 
appearing under Item 23 on this agenda, inclusive of any supplementary items. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 08/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy Seconded: Cr J Hall 
 
THAT Council now act as a Planning Authority. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
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23.1 CENTRAL HIGHLANDS LOCAL PROVISIONS SCHEDULE – ASSESSMENT OF 
REPRESENTATIONS UNDER SECTION 40K OF THE LAND USE PLANNING & 
APPROVALS ACT 1993 REGARDING THE PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF 
SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATIONS AMENDMENT 2023/01, AMENDMENT 2023/02 & 
AMENDMENT 2023/03 

Report By  
Damian Mackey, Planning Consultant 
 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to facilitate the assessment of, and determine an opinion on, the representations 
received in response to the recent public notification of the three ‘substantial modifications’ to the Central 
Highlands Local Provisions Schedule that were directed by the Tasmanian Planning Commission following its 
assessment and determination of the Draft Local Provisions Schedule last year. 
 
It is necessary for Council, acting in its role of Planning Authority, to form an ‘opinion’ on each representation. 
The representations, and the opinions on them, will then be forwarded to the Tasmanian Planning Commission, 
who will hold public hearings and make final determinations on the three draft amendments. 
 
The ‘Substantial Modification’ Planning Scheme Amendments: 
 
When the Commission made its determination on the Draft Local Provisions Schedule, it directed those certain 
changes be made to it. Some of the changes were considered by the Commission to be ‘Substantial 
Modifications’, meaning that they had to be advertised for public comment. This had to be done using the Draft 
Planning Scheme Amendment process. 
 
The three Draft Amendments are: 
 
1. Amendment 2023/01: The Meadowbank Lake Specific Area Plan. 

In transitioning from the old Central Highlands Interim Planning Scheme 2015 into the new Tasmanian 
Planning Scheme, it was Council’s desire to amend the Meadowbank Lake Specific Area Plan. However, 
because such provisions of the planning scheme were supposed to be transferred exactly ‘as is’, the 
amended Specific Area Plan was technically considered to be a new Specific Area Plan entirely. 
 
Therefore, in 2021, it was advertised alongside the Draft Local Provisions Schedule but was not formally 
a part of it. The Commission subsequently determined that the amended Specific Area Plan should be 
part of the planning scheme and directed that it be considered a ‘Substantial Modification’ and publicly 
notified again. 
 

2. Amendment 2023/02: Application of the Landscape Conservation Zone to titles at Marked Tree Road. 
During the development of the Draft Local Provisions Schedule, the issue arose as to whether the 
Landscape Conservation Zone should be applied to land subject to nature conservation covenants. Many 
landowners had voluntarily agreed to such covenants with the State Government, in part on the 
understanding that the creation of such covenants would not lead to any change of zone. Council adopted 
the policy position that it would support the Landscape Conservation Zone only where the landowners 
requested it. The Commission mostly agreed with this position at the initial hearings and several clusters 
of titles were directed to zoned Landscape Conservation. 
 
In one cluster, however, at Marked Tree Road, the Commission included a land that had not been 
requested to be zoned Landscape Conservation by its owner. For this reason, the Commission 
determined that the Marked Tree Road cluster be considered a ‘Substantial Modification’ and publicly 
notified. 
 

3. Amendment 2023/03: Application of the Rural Zone, and subsequently the Priority Vegetation Area 
Overlay, to many titles throughout the municipal area. 
 
After considering the representations received to the initial public notification of the Draft Local Provisions 
Schedule, Council (acting as the local Planning Authority) determined that large areas that had been 
initially advertised as changing to the new Agriculture Zone should remain Rural Zone, (the close 
equivalent of the previous Rural Resource Zone). This view was based on analysis by an agricultural 
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scientist from Pinion Advisory, and other factors, including the view that the Agriculture Zone, being a 
single-purpose zone, is best suited to significant agricultural land and the Rural Zone, being a multi-
purpose zone (including agriculture) is best suited to general rural land. 
 
The areas proposed to remain Rural Zone were divided into a dozen sub-regions. Most were considered 
inappropriate for the Agriculture Zone as they were high in altitude with relatively poor soils, short growing 
seasons and were dominated by forested land, much of it in Private Timber Reserves and Conservation 
Covenants. One sub-region, at Fentonbury/Ellendale, was considered better suited to the Rural Zone as 
it had been fractured into relatively small titles and is generally used for rural-living purposes. The 
Commission mostly agreed with Council’s view and directed that all sub-regions to be changed back to 
Rural be considered ‘Substantial Modifications’ and publicly notified. 
 
Note that in the Rural Zone the Priority Vegetation Area Overlay must apply, if and where it has been 
mapped. 

 
Assessment of Representations: 
 
Refer to the enclosed copies of the representations and the attached Assessment Report dated 9 August 2023. 
 
Recommendation from the Planning Committee held 8 August 2023 to Council acting as the Planning 
Authority: 
 
 
RESOLUTION 09/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT the Planning Authority: 
 
A. Agree to accept Representations 3 and 27, despite having received them after the advertised date for 

the close of submissions. 
B. Endorse the assessment and proposed opinion of each representation, as set out in the attached 

Assessment Report dated 9 August 2023, for the purposes of the Planning Authority’s report to the 
Tasmanian Planning Commission under Section 40K of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993. 

 
CARRIED 

For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
 

23.2 DA 2022/64 - REMISSION OF FEES FOR SIGNING & SEALING 

Report By 
Graham Rogers, Development & Environment Services Manager 
 
Background 
 
On 16 August 2022 Council approved an application for a one lot subdivision plus balance submitted by PDA 
Surveyors on behalf of the Central Highlands Council, for land described in Title Plan and Folio – CT 244366/1, 
30 Curlys Lane, Ellendale.   
 
Current Situation 
 
Council is now in receipt of the Final Plans and Schedule of Easements for signing and sealing and a remission 
of the sealing fee of $225.00 is being requested. 
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RESOLUTION 10/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr J Hall 
 
THAT the sealing fee of $225.00 for DA 2022/64 be remitted.  

CARRIED 7/1 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
 
Against the Motion 
Cr R Cassidy 
 
 

23.3 DA 2023/41 - SHED REPLACEMENT: 19 ALEXANDER STREET, BOTHWELL : 
REMISSION OF FEES  

Report By  
Graham Rogers, Development & Environment Services Manager 
 
Background 
 
As part of the 2022-2023 Budget, Council allocated fund for the replacement of the storage shed at the rear of 
the Council Office at 19 Alexander Street, Bothwell.  Some funds were expended during this financial year to 
purchase the replacement shed with the remaining funds re-allocated in the 2023-2024 budget. 
 
Current Situation 
 
The replacement of the shed is a Discretionary Use under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Central Highlands 
and as such a Planning Application has been prepared and submitted for consideration.   
 
The fees associated with the Planning Application are as follows: 
 
Planning Fee (Discretionary Use) - $302.00 
Statutory Advertising - $388.00 
 
As this is a Council project, on land owned by Council, a remission of the Planning Application fees is being 
sought. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 11/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr R Cassidy 
 
THAT the Planning Application Fee of $690.00 for DA 2023/41 be remitted.  

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 

 
24.0 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING RESUMED 

RESOLUTION 12/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr Y Miller Seconded: Cr J Hall 
 
THAT Council no longer act as a Planning Authority and resume the Ordinary Council Meeting. 

CARRIED 
  



22 
 

 
M i n u t e s  1 5  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  

For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 

 

25.0  DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (DES) REPORT 

Report By 
Graham Rogers, Development & Environment Services Manager 
 
PLANNING PERMITS ISSUED UNDER DELEGATION 
 
The following planning permits have been issued under delegation during the past month. 
 
PERMITTED USE 
 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2023 / 00035 
C A North, J M Young 
 

28 Watkins Road, Tods Corner 
 

Change of Use to Visitor 
Accommodation 

 
DISCRETIONARY USE 
 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2023 / 00028 P & J Sheds 5 Ruby Road, Miena Dwelling & Outbuilding 

2023 / 00023 Pettit Designs 45 Franklin Place, Hamilton Outbuilding 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
Total Number of Dogs Registered in 2022-2023 Financial Year – 968 
Total Number of Kennel Licences Issued for 2022-2023 Financial Year – 29 
 
2023-2024 Dog Registration & Kennel Licence Renewals have been issued and were due by 31 July 2023.   
 

2023-2024 Statistics as of 9 August 2023 

Number of Dogs Impounded during last month 1 

Number of Dogs Currently Registered 804 

Number of Dogs Pending Re-Registration 161 

Number of Kennel Licences Issued 27 

Number of Kennel Licences Pending 4 

 
 
RESOLUTION 13/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr D Meacheam Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
THAT the Development & Environmental Services Monthly Report for July 2023 be received. 
 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
Graham Rogers, Development & Environmental Services Manager left the meeting at 11.30am. 
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26.  WORKS & SERVICES  
 
 
26.1 WORKS & SERVICES MONTHLY REPORT – JULY 2023 
 
Report By 
Jason Branch, Works & Services Manager 
 
Background 
 
The following activities were performed during July 2023 by Works & Services – 
  
Grading & Sheeting 
 

Wihareja Road, Waddamana Road, 14 Mile Road, Browns 
Marsh Road, Victoria Valley 
 

Maintenance Grading  
 

Lanes Tier Road & Strickland Road 

Potholing / shouldering Weasel Plains Road, Dennistoun Road, Laycock Drive, 
Waddamana Road, Jean Banks Road, Reynolds Neck Road, 
Rainbow Road, Strickland Road, Victoria Valley Road, 
Dawson Road, Arthurs Lake Road 
 

Spraying: 
 

Bothwell township footpaths 
 

Culverts / Drainage: 
 

Repair culvert - Dennistoun Road 
 
Clean Culverts 
Dennistoun Road 
Tunbridge Tier Road 
Old Mans Head Road 
Interlaken Road 
Mark Tree Road 
Pick up gravel from road sealing dump sites 
Drains Ouse 
Clean up Miena waste transfer station 
Trim hedge Ellendale Road 
Completion of Bothwell stormwater 
Commence installation of new play equipment Queens Park 
Install traffic counter Arthurs Lake Road 
 

Occupational Health and safety 
 

 Monthly Toolbox Meetings 
 Day to day JSA and daily prestart check lists 

completed 
 Monthly workplace inspections completed. 
 Playground inspection 

 
Bridges: 
 

Start design process for Green Valley Road bridge 
replacement 

Refuse / recycling sites:  
 

Cover Hamilton Tip twice weekly 
 

Other: 
 

Repair defects in Ellendale Road 
Repair damaged signs Interlaken Road 
Improve parking area at carpark Lake Crescent boat ramp 
Cold mix holes Ellendale Road 
 

Slashing: 
 

Fourteen Mile Road 
Victoria Valley Road 
 

Municipal Town Maintenance:  Collection of town rubbish twice weekly 
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  Maintenance of parks, cemetery, recreation 
ground and Caravan Park. 

 Cleaning of public toilets, gutters, drains and 
footpaths. 

 Collection of rubbish twice weekly 
 Cleaning of toilets and public facilities 
 General maintenance 
 Mowing of towns and parks 
 Town Drainage 

 
Buildings: 
 

Staff helped moving the Hamilton Office staff to Bothwell 
 

Plant: 
 

PM817 Toyota Hilux serviced and new tyres 
PM756 Kenworth truck serviced 
PM818 Toyota Hilux serviced 
PM740 Hino truck investigate light on dash 
PM733 Komatsu grader wheel seals replaced 
 

Private Works: 
 

DC and LJ Cawthorn water delivery 
Kingluch Trading gravel delivery 
Andrew Graham gravel delivery 
David Eccles water delivery 
Daniel Buck gravel delivery 
Montana Eyles driveway access 
Anthony Bailey grader hire 
Laurance Jones Concrete premix 
Everett gravel supply 
Brett Speed water delivery 
John Cornelius gravel supply 
David Drysdale gravel delivery 
 

Casuals  Toilets, rubbish and Hobart 
 Hamilton general duties 

Program for next 4 weeks 
 

Grading and Resheeting Municipal roads 
Edge breaks Ellendale Road 
Culvert cleaning and drainage various roads    
   

 
 
RESOLUTION 14/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr A Bailey Seconded: Cr J Hall 
 
THAT the Works & Services Monthly Report for July 2023 be received. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager returned to the meeting at 11.33am. 
 
Jason Branch, Works and Services Manager left the meeting at 11.34am. 
 
 

 
27. ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 
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27.1 HEALTH AND WELLBEING PLAN 2020-2025 – MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT 

FOR JULY 2023 
 
Report by 
Katrina Brazendale, Senior Administration/Community Relations Officer 
 
Background 
 

 Bothwell Playgroup 
 
Families Tasmania will be running Soup and Sing sessions during August at the Bothwell Football Club and 
Community Centre. We have commenced discussions with Playgroup Tasmania to undertake a Small Talk 
Program for Term 4. 
 

 Supporting School with Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club at the Bothwell District High School is continuing with the support of the school parents who are 
coming in to assist on a weekly basis. Council will now also support Westerway Primary School with deliveries 
have commenced and are happening every fortnight. 
 

 Youth and Adults Mental Health Community Sports 

The Bothwell District High School along with the assistance from the Bothwell Golf Club will commence the 
weekly golf sessions facilitated by the Golf Club members in term 3. This will commence on Thursdays will 10-
12 students participating in this program. Council in conjunction with the Goldwind grant has purchased new 
adult golfing equipment to better support the older students. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 15/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr Y Miller Seconded: Cr J Honner  
 
THAT the Health & Wellbeing Plan 2020-2025 monthly progress report for July 2023 be received. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
27.2  MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT TO 31 JULY 2023 
 
Report by 
David Doyle, Contract Accountant 
 
Background 
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RATES RECONCILIATION AS AT 31 JULY 2023

2022 2023

Rates in Debit 30th June $100,036.35 $135,606.82
Rates in Credit 30th June -$139,127.10 -$171,244.88
Balance 30th June -$39,090.75 -$35,638.06

Rates Raised $4,088,619.14 $4,469,589.38
Penalties Raised $0.00 $0.00
Supplementaries/Debit Adjustments $2,110.00 $3,663.06
Total Raised $4,090,729.14 $4,473,252.44

Less:

Receipts to Date $583,767.16 $676,231.21
Pensioner Rate Remissions $107,566.90 $115,187.13
Remissions/Supplementary Credits $1,414.46 $483.22

Balance $3,358,889.87 $3,645,712.82
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2022 2023

Balance Brought Forward $11,144,895.49 $10,541,025.68
Receipts for month $801,015.67 $931,125.83
Expenditure for month $1,184,925.48 $1,959,592.77

Balance $10,760,985.68 $9,512,558.74

Represented By:

Balance Commonwealth Bank $1,659,365.98 $656,348.91
Balance Westpac Bank $385,257.52 $534,988.44
Investments $8,748,802.83 $8,320,671.39
Petty Cash & Floats $550.00  $550.00

$10,793,976.33 $9,512,558.74
Plus Unbanked Money $5,181.03 $0.00

$10,799,157.36 $9,512,558.74
Less Unpresented Cheques $16.39 $0.00
Unreceipted amounts on bank statements $38,155.29 $0.00

$10,760,985.68 $9,512,558.74

Bank Reconciliation as at 31 July 2023
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BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES AS AT 31 JULY 2023

No. Bank Accounts
Investment 
Period

Current Interest 
Rate % Due Date 2022 2023

11100 Cash at Bank and on Hand
11105 Bank 01 - Commonwealth - General Trading Account 1,630,620.38       656,348.91           
11106 Bank 02 - Westpac - Direct Deposit Account 381,012.47           534,988.44           

11110 Petty Cash 350.00 350.00
11115 Floats 200.00 200.00
11199 TOTAL CASH AT BANK AND ON HAND 2,012,182.85 1,191,887.35

11200 Investments
11206 Bank 04 30 Days 0.00 -                          
11207 Bank 05 90 Days 4.85% 26/09/2023 2,658,964.74       3,031,386.00       
11207 Bank 06 30 Days 4.15% 4/08/2023 2,002,156.17       1,061,916.43       
11212 Bank 12 30 Days
11214 Tascorp 180 Days 4.75% 21/12/2023 78,078.66             80,346.47             
11215 Bank 15 90 Days
11216 Bank 16 90 Days 4.46% 14/08/2023 4,009,603.26       4,147,022.49       
11299 TOTAL INVESTMENTS 8,748,802.83 8,320,671.39

TOTAL BANK ACCOUNTS AND CASH ON HAND 10,760,985.68 9,512,558.74

BALANCE
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RESOLUTION 16/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr D Meacheam Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
THAT the Monthly Finance Report to 31 July 2023 be received. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
Cr A Bailey left the meeting at 11.46am. 
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2022 2023

Cash and Investments

DONATIONS AND GRANTS 2023-2024

Date Details Budget

Australia Day, 
ANZAC Day, 
Hamilton 
Show

Childrens 
Services

Community 
Grants \ 
Donations

Event 
Development 
and 
Sponsorship

Further 
Education 
Bursaries and 
School 
Support General Items Church Grants Tourism TOTAL

Community & Economic Development Support $5,000

Support/Donations $10,000

Further Education Bursaries $1,800

Central Highlands School Support $3,000

Anzac Day $6,000

Hamilton Show $5,000

Australia Day $2,500

Church Grants $5,000

Suicide Prevention Program $2,000

Anglers Alliance Sponsorship $3,000

Royal Flying Doctor Service $1,000

Youth Activities $5,000

Australiasian Golf  Museum contribution to pow er $5,000

South Central Region Projects $5,000

Local Govt Shared Services Project $2,000

200 Years of Hamilton Celebration $40,000
Health & Wellbeing Plan Implementation $5,000
Visitors Centre $5,000
Grant assistance $15,000
Design/concept contractors - Grants $25,000
Healthy Connect Project $10,000
Highlands Digest Support $10,800

Contribution Children's Services Bothwell $5,500
31/07/2023 July 2023 Nil

YEAR TO DATE EXPENDITURE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

BUDGET $177,600 13,500.00 5,000.00 10,000.00 41,000.00 4,800.00 90,300.00 5,000.00 8,000.00 177,600.00
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27.3 REGIONAL TOWNS SECURITY CAMERA PROJECT 
 
Report by 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager 
 
Background 
 
The Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) has written to the General Manager to introduce the 
Regional Towns Security Camera Project, a community safety initiative that is being managed by the Local 
Government Association of Tasmania and funded by the Department of State Growth. The overall project is 
worth $4 million and is due for completion by June 2025. 
 
The Project objectives are to: 

 Support Councils and their communities to access appropriate CCTV for regional towns. 

 Efficiently obtain security advice from specialists and Tasmania Police. 

 Provide effective means to jointly procure CCTV hardware and installation. 

 Develop a shared understanding between Local Government and primary partners of CCTV 
installations. 

 Provide Local Government with access to an integrated, efficient and managed CCTV platform. 

 Develop a plan for the management and expansion of the CCTV program beyond the current 
investment to further improve community safety. 

 
LGAT have appointed a Project Manager, Wade Berry, to oversee the delivery of this statewide project. Wade 
joined the Local Government Association of Tasmania in July 2022 after a successful career in the electrical 
contracting industry and trade services within Tasmania. 
 
LGAT are currently developing guidelines for this project and will be working closely with Councils and key 
stakeholders for a successful project. They are very mindful of the need for systems that are efficient and cost-
effective to maintain. Where possible they would seek to integrate any new systems into existing CCTV systems 
to simplify access to data and maintenance.  
 
As part of stage one of the Regional Towns Security Camera Project it is proposed to install appropriate CCTV 
in the townships of Hamilton, Bothwell and Ouse.  
 
The following locations have been put forward as pilot projects: 
 
Hamilton Pilot Project, two locations as per plan (yellow circles): 
 

1. Hamilton Community Recovery Area, which cover the new Multi-Purpose Community Recovery Building 
Hamilton, caravan park, camp kitchen, BBQ area, Laundry, carpark, Hamilton town park and 
playground. Flooding in the River Clyde at the caravan park. It is proposed to install appropriate CCTV 
on a 5.9m pole near the corner of the carpark. 
 

2. Next to Hamilton Police Station, which covers Franklin Place (Lyell Highway west and east) and Anzac 
Park (Anzac Day events each year and picnic area). It is proposed to install appropriate CCTV on a 
5.9m pole in walkway next to Hamilton Police Station. 
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Ouse Pilot Project, two locations as per plan (yellow circles): 
 

1. Ouse rose garden and picnic area, which cover the Lyell Highway north and south, rose garden, 
playground, public toilets, picnic shelter, foot bridge and walkway over the Ouse River, and flooding in 
the Ouse River. It is proposed to install appropriate CCTV on a 5.9m pole near the BBQ area. 
 

2. Ouse Hall which covers Lyell Highway north and south, Ouse Hall, public toilets, Anzac wall, Ouse 
Roadhouse and online Access Centre. It is proposed to install appropriate CCTV on front of the Ouse 
Hall. 
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Bothwell Pilot Project, three locations as per plan (yellow circles): 
 

1. Corner of Market Place and Patrick Street, Bothwell which cover the shopping centre of Bothwell 
(Bothwell Super Store, Central Highlands Pharmacy, Bothwell Service Station and shop), Queens Park, 
carpark, playground, Bothwell Medical Centre, St Michael Church, Castle Hotel, Anzac Cenotaph, 
Highland Lakes Road north and south, William Street and Market Place. 
 

2. Bothwell Caravan Park entrance, Central Highlands Visitor Centre, Australian Golf Museum, Queens 
Park playground, BBQ area, Bothwell public toilets and Market Place.  

 
3. Next to the Clyde River Bridge on the TasWater pump station building which covers, Bothwell Police 

Station, TasFire Bothwell Station, TasWater main pump station, Clyde River picnic area, Ratho Golf 
Course, Highlands Lakes Road (north and south), Barrack Street and Elizabeth Street. 
 

4. Bothwell Recreation Ground on Hollow Tree Road which covers Hollow Tree Road, Bothwell recreation 
ground, Bothwell Community Recovery building and playground. (‘Highlands Bushfest’ in November 
each year, which has over 4,000 people attend the two-day event). 
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Conclusion 

Council staff have been liaising with the Project Manager and Tas Police over the past few months, on the best 
practical, cost-effective sites that could be achieved for this Project – taking into account electrical connections, 
internet access, lighting requirements and protection of assets. 

 
RESOLUTION 17/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy    Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
THAT Council endorse the proposed CCTV sites in Hamilton, Ouse and Bothwell. 
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CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
27.4 REQUEST FOR RATES REMISSION – 137 LITTLE DEN ROAD, MILLERS BLUFF 
 
Report by 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager 
 
Background 
 
Council received an email from the owner of Property 10-0400-03595 137 Little Den Road, Millers Bluff on the 
27 July 2023 asking for a rates remission for the solid waste domestic charge on Property 10-0400-03595 at 
137 Little Den Road, Millers Bluff. 

The owner states that if there was a waste facility close by, they would use it, however there is no Council waste 
management facilities near Millers Bluff on the eastern side of the Municipality. Hence the property owner takes 
their waste back to Deloraine with them. The owner requests that the waste charges be waved for the 2023-
2024 financial year which has been remitted the past 7 years by Council. 

 
RESOLUTION 18/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr Y Miller    Seconded: Cr R Cassidy 

THAT Council remit the Solid Waste Garbage Fee on Property 10-0400-03595, 137 Little Den Road Millers 
Bluff. 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
Cr A Bailey returned to the meeting at 11.48 am. 
 
Deputy Mayor J Allwright left the meeting at 11.49am and returned at 11.50am. 
 

 
27.5 REQUEST FOR RATES REMISSION – PROPERTY NUMBER 04-0017-03967 
 
Report by 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager 
 
Background 
 
Mr John & Mrs June Pilcher have written the General Manager requesting a Remission of Rates on Property 
Number 04-0017-03967 at Schaw Street, Bothwell. 

For several years Council have resolved to remit the rates on this property for the full financial year.  

Rates on the property are $ 611.51. 

According to the Crown Lands Dept. this P.I.D. 1743535 is Last Street in Bothwell.  The owner only uses a small 
portion of the street, part is still a public street, part is used by other residents and the bottom is flooded by Ratho 
Dam. 
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The owner pays a lease to the Department of Primary Industries, so they have to pay rates as well the 
convenience of the part that they use is not worth it – the owner continues to keep their section free of noxious 
weeds (ie: Gorse etc.). 

 
RESOLUTION 19/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy    Seconded: Cr J Hall 

THAT Council remit the rates of $615.00 on Property Number 04-0017-03967. 

CARRIED 6/2 
For the Motion 
Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
 
Against the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt and Y Miller. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 20/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr Y Miller    Seconded: Cr D Meacheam 

THAT Council further investigation the history of property number 04-0017-03967 at Schaw Street, Bothwell. 

CARRIED 5/3 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Cr R Cassidy Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
 
Against the Motion 
Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey and Cr J Honner 
 

 

 

27.6  LIONS CLUB OF HOBART TOWN INC FUNDING SUPPORT 2023 CIRCUS 
QUIRKUS 

 
Report by 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager 
 
Background 
 
The Lions Club of Hobart Town Inc. are seeking Council support towards the annual Circus Quirkus that will 
take place at the Federation Concert Hall at the Grand Chancellor. 

Monies raised from this year’s show will go towards Lions projects in and around Hobart like the Lions Eye 
health Project, Hobart Legacy and the Lions Drug awareness Foundation. 

The Lions Club of Hobart Town Inc. would like Council to consider donating $300, $360 or $420 towards the 
event.  

‘Council have previously donated to the Immune Deficiencies in March 2023 for the amount of $360.00 for the 

event that was held in May 2023 at the Federation Concert Hall at the Grand Chancellor.’  
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RESOLUTION 21/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Deputy Mayor J Allwright    Seconded: Cr A Bailey 

 
THAT Council make a donation of $360.00 toward the annual Circus Quirkus that will take place at the 
Federation Concert Hall at the Grand Chancellor. 
 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
 
 
27.7 ABORIGINAL LANDS AMENDMENT BILL – EXPOSURE DRAFT FOR 

CONSULTATION 
 
Report by 
Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager 

Background 

The Aboriginal Lands Amendment Bill 2023 (the Bill) amends the Aboriginal Lands Act 1995 (the 
Act), to deliver improvements to the model for returning land to Aboriginal people. The 
proposals for these improvements were outlined in the two consultation papers released in 
2022.  

The Bill also makes minor changes to other legislation and repeals the redundant Aboriginal Land Council 
Elections Act 2004 which had the effect of deferring the timing of the election due that year. 

The Hon Roger Jaensch MP, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs states the Government has listened carefully to the 
varied and substantial feedback, they have received to date in response to our proposals to amend the 
Aboriginal Lands Act 1995. 

Hon Roger Jaensch MP now invites Council to consider the details in the draft Bill and to provide any feedback 
on the effect that the proposed provisions will have on the land return process in Tasmania. The feedback 
received through this final consultation process will inform any changes to the Bill that will be introduced to 
Parliament later this year.  

This consultation period will run for 6 weeks, with submissions due by close of business on Tuesday 19 
September 2023.  

RESOLUTION 22/08.2023/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner   Seconded: Cr R Cassidy 

THAT Councillors provide their comment on the Aboriginal Lands Amendment Bill 2023 to the Deputy General 
Manager by Friday the 8 September 2023, so that Council can provide comments to the State Government. 
 

CARRIED 
For the Motion 
Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright, Cr A Bailey, Cr R Cassidy, Cr J Honner, Cr J Hall, Cr D Meacheam 
and Cr Y Miller. 
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27.8 BUTLERS GORGE ROAD – EXTENSION OF WEEKDAY CLOSURE 
 
Report by 
Kim Hossack, General Manager 
 
Attachment 
Letter from Hydro Tasmania dated 31 July 2023 

Background 
 
Council approached Hydro Tasmania concerning the restrictions of recreational opportunities in the Central 
Highlands Region during weekday working hours due to the closure of Butlers Gorge Road by them. 

Correspondence has been provided to Council in response to this disruption & public access to key recreational 
sites. 

NOTED 
 
 
27.9 FUTURE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW – STAGE 3 PUBLIC HEARINGS AT 

CAMPBELL TOWN ON 10 AUGUST 2023 
 
Report by 
Kim Hossack, General Manager 
 
Background 
As part of Stage 3 of the Future of Local Government Review, the Local Government Board will be holding public 
hearings to supplement the written submission process which closed on 2nd August. Council did provide a formal 
submission to the Board which is attached.  

Our Catchment Area Public Hearings were held on Thursday 10 August 2023 at Campbell Town at which both 
Councils and community members will have an opportunity to present their views and for the Board to ask 
questions in return. 

Councillor R Cassidy attended and presented on behalf of Council, along with the General Manager.  He will 
provide a verbal report back to Council on this event at the meeting. 

Councillor R Cassidy provided the meeting with an update on the Future of Local Government Review – Stage 
3 Formal Council Submission that was held at Campbell Town on 10th August 2023. 

NOTED - The Mayor thanked both Cr Cassidy and the General Manager for attending. 

 
 

 
28.  SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEMS 

Nil 
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29.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 Community Engagement in Smaller Townships – Cr Y Miller 

Cr Y Miller suggested the idea of having a meet and greet, a get to know your Councillors through the 
Municipal area so that ratepayers can meet Councillors and raise any concerns. 

 NOTED 

 Recent Event held at Bothwell Hall - Cr J Hall 

 Cr J Hall expressed his appreciation for the local Bothwell CWA and their efforts for the weekend’s 
fundraiser event “Mad Hatter’s Tea Party” for the Cancer Council.  A letter of appreciation will be sent 
to the CWA from the Mayor. 

 NOTED 

 

30.  CLOSURE 

Mayor Triffitt thanked everyone for their contribution and declared the meeting closed at 12.25pm. 
 
 
 
Signed as Confirmed: 
 
 
 
 
________________ 
Mayor L Triffitt 
 
Dated:  19 September 2023 
 
 


