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1. YV ONRRdAzOGA2Y

The Tasmanian Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has determined that the following components
of the Tarraleah Redevelopment Project (the Project), which are construaiated works that occur

west and upstream of the proposed new power station ba Nive River, constitute a Level 2C activity
pursuant to theTasmaniarEnvironmental Management and Pollution Control Act IEMPC Act):

1 Headrace pipeline, approximately 4.2 km long up to 4 m diameter, connected to the intake on
Lake King William and tunnel completed during upgrade works.

1 Headrace tunnel, approximately 12 km long, up to 6.5 m high and 5.5 m wide.

1 Access tunnels and portals to headrace and power tunnels and associated permanent spoil
storage stockpiles.

1 Surge tower, up to 75 m high (above ground level) and 14 m diameter and associated
underground surge shaft to control water pressure in the headrace and power tunnels.

i Pumping station and approximately 1.1 km pipeline to transfer water from the existing No. 2 Pond
to the surge tower.

1 A patrtially underground power station with an installed capacity of approximately 180 MW and a
rated flow of 60 m3/s, located adjacent to the existing Tarraleah Power Station.

The proposed construction of a new transmission tines not form part of th® t ! s€bfe of
assessmentThere are currently two transmission options being considered, only one of which will be
constructed:

T | mn 1Y R2d2ofS OANDdAG tAYyS FNRY (KS SEAaGAyYS
(northern option), for which a 115.1 ha disturbance footprint is nominated, or
T F mMp 1Y R2dzoftS OANDdAG ftAYS FTNRY (G(KS LINRLRAaSR

substation (southern option), for which a 146.0 ha disturbance footprint is nominated.

TheTasmanian Planning Schemé&tate Planning Provisioimcludes the Natural Assets Codéne
Natural Assets Code aims tanmimise impacts to ecological valuesvediterways, wetlands and lakes,
coastal areaand foreshore assetédentified priority vegetation and threatened fauna species.

Pursuant to C7.4.1 of the Natural Assts Code, development that is as&gstedEPAS a Level 2
activity is exempt from assessment against tode.

Assuchg KAf ali O2yaiNHzOGA2y T OGAGAGASAE aa20AF0SR A
tower pumping station and pipeline and power station are exempt from assessment against the Natural
AssetgCode the construction of the proposed transmission line is not.

This reportdescribes how th&atural Assets Codappliesti 2 G KS t N22S00Qa (NI yaYas?
summary of ecological valugstentiallyimpacted by the N2 2t&sinissin lines and assess the
t N22SO0Qa (NI y&Y.6 Besielogmént Stangaiia for Baldings/aadWafridse code.
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2. PLILX AOFOA2Y! 8EaSBHS D02 0dNKD

The Natural Assets Code applies to waterway and abpitection areas, future coastal refugia areas

and priority vegetation areas when within zones identifiecC7.2.1(c) of the code. Waterway and

coastal protection areas, future coastal refugia areas and priority vegetation areas are shown on overlay
maps in the Central Highlands Local Provisions Schedule.

Attachments Ato D showwhere thewaterway and coastal protection areserlayandthe priority
vegetation areaverlayareintersected byeach of the two options foll K St NkBn8n8sSich e
reference design and disturbance footprifihere are no future coastal refugia areas intersected by
either transmissioroption. The disturbance footprint of the northern transmissioption intersects 7.6
ha of thewaterway and coastal protection area overkayd 40.6ha of the priorityvegetation area
overlay, whilst the southern transmissiooption intersects5.8 ha of the waterway and coastal
protection area overlagpnd27.1 ha of the priority vegetation area overlay

The disturbance footprintapturesthe maximum extent oéll land that may be physically disturbed
during constructiorand operationof the transmission line and includeasement wideningower/pole
pads, conductor stringing padsptential hazard tree removal zones, new access tracks, access track
widening/upgrades, and temporary laydown asdar construction of the new line.

The entire length of bottransmissioroptions islocatedparallel to existing permanent easement that
houses existing transmission lines. The existing easement must be widened by up to 30 m to
accommodate the new transmission line, in order to achieve electrical clearance safety distances
between the transmissioinfrastructure and the adjacent vegetation. Titedéerence desigffior the

northern transmissioroption proposes that easement widening be located on the southern side of the
existing permanent easaeent. Thereference desigfor the southerntransmissioroption proposes that
easement widening be located on the northeastern side of the existing permanent easement between
Tarraleah and the Black Bobs famay easement junction; for the section of tbetion south of that
junction, the reference design proposes that the easement widening be located on the northern side of
the existing permanent easeme(refer AttachmentsAto D).

Whilst tower locations (in the case of the northern transmission option) or pole locations (in the case of
the southern transmission option) are nominated within the reference designs, these locations will be
subject to micresiting within the nominated diturbance footprint during theé NP 2d@@iéduasign
phase.The disturbance footprint nominated around all existing access roads is up to 30 m on either
side; however, it is unlikely that access roads will be widened to the full extent of the disterban
footprint. The extent oficcess roaavidening (if any) will also be determined during detailed design.

2.1 Waterway crossingsand wetlands

2.1.1  Northern transmission option

Thenorthern transmission option intersesthe followingfive waterways and two wetlandgsee
AttachmentA):
1 Tungatinah Cree&nd unnamed wetland

0 Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towers T8 and T9

o Qossal by upgraded access track between transmission towers T8 and T9
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0 The vaterway protection areassociated with Tungatinah Creiskntersected by the
disturbance footprintassociated with the construction tfansmission tower T6 and
between transmission towers T7 and T8.

i Black Bobs Rivulet
0 Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towEtS and T16
0 Crossed by upgraded access track betwgansmission towers T15 and T.16
1 Unnamed waterwaylowing from the canal at Sjway Bay in Dee Lagoamd unnamed wetland
0 Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towers T24 and T25
0 Crossed by upgraded access track between transmission toRéiend 15

0 The vaterway protection area associated with the unnamed craell wetlandis
intersectedby the disturbance footprintor the tower pad associated with transmission
tower T.

i DeelLagoon
0 Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towers T28 and T29

0 The waterway protection area associated with Dee Lagoon is intersected byke pad
associated with transmission tower T.24

1 Unnamed waterway draininigito Dee Lagoon

0 An unnamed waterway and its waterway protection aremisrsected by thdéee and
tower pad associated with transmission towdi30and T34

2.1.2  Southern transmission option

Thesouhern transmissioroption intersects the followindive waterwaysand one wetlandrefer
AttachmentB):

T Nive River

0 Overflownby conductors spanningansmission poles TTA2/TTAAd TPL, as well as the
conductors spanningP44 and TP45

0 The waterway protection areassociated witlthe Nive River imtersected by the
disturbancefootprint for the pole pad associated witifP1(note that the disturbance
footprint for TPlisincorporated in the disturbance footprint for theew power station)
and the pole pad associated with43as wel as the disturbance footprint for thepgrade
to the access tracto TP45 from the Lyell Highya

1 Unnamedtributary of Nive Riveand unnamed wetland
0 Overflown by conductors spanning transmission pdlEsl and TR2
0 Crossed by new section of access trackP22

0 Thewaterway protection areassociated with the unnamed waterway and unnamed
wetlandare intersected by th@ole padassociated with TP21 and TRP22

1 Unnamed tributary of Ringing Creek
0 Overflown by conductors spanning transmission pdle88 and TP39

0 Crossed by upgraded access track between transmigsites TP38and P39
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1 Ringing Creek

0 Crossed byipgradedsection of access tradkom the Lyell Highwato TRi4.
1 Tungatinah Creek

0 Crossed by upgraded access tr&okn the existing northern easement (in the location
where towerT9is proposed for theorthern alignmentoption) to southern alignment
2 LJG A 2 yTRLIA, whidh wdbld be required to construct TR10

3. 22N]a #ROENI & FyR O2Fadlf L
LINA2NRAGé& @S3aISalFriArAz2y | NBI &

The northern transmission option is located parallel to the existing Waddamana to Tungatinah
Transmission Line and will require B0of the existing easement for th&addamana to Tungatinah
Transmission Linas well as an additional easement widening oh&0The northern transmission option
will also largely utilise the existing access track, including waterway crossing, established for the
Waddamana to Tungatinah Transmission ifth only minor upgrades required.

Thesoutherntransmissioroption is located parallel to the existintarraleah to New Norfolk
Transmission Lind.he southern transmission option will use 30 m of the existing easement for the
Tarraleah to New Norfolk Transmission Lagewell as an additional easement widening of@0rhe
southern transmission option will also largely utilise the existing access track, including waterway
crossing, established for the Tarraleah to New Norfolk Transmission Line with only minor upgrades
required.

Workswithin the waterwayand coastal protection aressand priority vegetatiorareas intersected by

the disturbance footprinbf the transmissioralignmentoptions andthat have the potential to impact
values protected by the NaturélssetsCodeare the construction ohew and upgraded access tracks,
construction oftower/pole pads and hardstandgrection of towers/poles and stringing of conductors.
Works will include:

1 The final disturbance footprint will bedearly marked on plans, communicatéto all construction
personnel, and physically matton site to avoid unnecessary vegetation removal.

Traffic management measurasll be installedo enable safe access to construction sites.

Brosion and sediment contralsuch as retention basins and catch draink be installechat all
construction sites as soon as practicable prior to, or during, clearing and grubbing.

1 Fauna surveys: a suitably qualified ecologiditbe engagedo surveyfor Tasmanian devil and
spotted-tailed quoll denning habitat within thenature eucalypt forest within works sites.

1 Access trackspgrades as required, including widening, resurfacitrginage improvements etc.
Access track upgrades within waterways (redection?.1) are expected to be minanay include
minor removal ofiparian and littoral vegetatioto facilitatewidening placement ofroad base
and surface materials and establishment of drainage including the potential upgrade of existing
culverts.

1 Clearing and grubbingf tower/pole padswhichwill be completed to pogressively remove
unwanted surface materials (clearing) and underground materials such as stumps, roots and
buried logs (grubbing), withrogressiveehabilitation of areas no longer requirédr construction
activities
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Completion of civil worké.g.benching, levellingetc.) as required.
Establishmenof concrete footinggor towers/poles

Erection oftowers/poles using a cree.

= =/ =/ =

Clearing of vegetation with easementsdchieve the required electrical safety clearance from
transmission infrastructure. Groundcoviecluding grasses and low shrubs will be retained.

1 Stringingof conductors anaptical fibre groundwiresusinghelicoptersandwinches in
accordance with industrgractices Other than atwinch locations the @nductors and optical fibre
ground wires will not contact the ground during the stringing operation

New and upgraded accessads will be designed and built in accordance with Tasmanian Municipal
StandardgLocal Government Association Tasmania, December 2020) for unsealed rural roads, with a
nominal unsealed pavement width of 5.5 m.

~

4, 902t 23ADItRWBYydzRBt AYLI OGa |
YSI & dzNEB a

This section provides a summary of the ecological values subject to the NassetBCode and

LR OGSy dAlFftfe AYLI Ol SR optidns i Kehailet deRecBp8oD Gf Bchlogicaldunay Y A & & A :
YSGK2R&asx GKS O0A2RAOGSNEAGE YR ylFGdaNIf @t fdzSa NBO:
potential Project impacts and proposed mitigation measures is contained i tealeah

Redevelopment ProjecEnvironmental Impact Stateme(ilydro Tasmania, 2026).

4.1 Vegetation

Dominant and calominant flora specieand their cover abundanosere recorded in all vegetation
communities that were encountereduring field surveys of the two transmissioptiona $urvey areas
suchthat the vegetationcommuniies thereincould be attributed to the appropriate ASVEGlapping
Units (Kitchene& Harris,2013)as well as recordinthe presence of any vegetation communitiesed
under theTasmaniarNature Conservation Act 20QRC Actor ecological communities listed unddre
Commonweah Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act PBC ALtThe
boundaries and extent of the TASVEG communities were mapped on GIS.

1 All waterway crossings for new or upgraded access tracks will be designed, constructed and
maintainedin accordance with th&orest Practices AuthorityForest Practices Code 20FEPA,
2020)andthe Waterwaysand WetlandsManual (DPIPWE2003)to minimisepotential impacts to
riparian or littoral vegetatiorand flow and drainage
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Table4.1 shows the extent of each vegetation communigégcordedwithin each transmissionptionQ a
disturbance footprint, as well as the extent of each vegetation community that falls withiprtbety
vegetation overlay and within the watemy protection overlay.

4.1.1  Northern transmission option

Of the 63.2 ha of native vegetation within the disturbance footprint for the northern transmission
option, 31.0 ha are mature eucalypt fore88.6ha are within the priority vegetation overlay, and 3.8 ha
are within the waterway protection overlay. Of the 38.6 ha within the priority vegetation overlay, 16.8
ha are mature forest within the overlay. Of the 3.8vkighin the waterway protection overlayd.3 ha

are matureeucalyptforest. Most of thepriority vegetation to be impacted for the northern transrsiisn
optionis forest dominated bY¥ucalyptus tasmaniengigumtopped stringybarkpreviouslhyjknown as
Eucalyptus delegatensssibsp.tasmaniensistrees.

There are no threatened vegetation communities listed underfhsmanialNC Act withimorthern
transmission disturbance footprinT.here are no threatenedcologicacommunities listed under the
Commonwealth EPBC Agithin northerntransmission disturbance footprint. K S NS  thedlocsllg & 2
important native vegetatioknownto occurwithin the northerntransmission disturbance footprint

4.1.2  Southern transmission option

Of the48.8ha of native vegetation within the disturbance footprint for the southern transmission

option, 8.3 ha are mature eucalypt forest, 15.8 ha are within the priority vegetation overlay, and 2.6 ha
are within the waterway protection overlay. Of the 15.8 ha within the priority vegetation overlay, 4.7 ha
are mature eucalypt forest. Of tH&6 ha within the waterway protection overla@,4 ha are mature
eucalypt forestMost of the priority vegetation to be impacted for the construction of the southern
transmissim option is forest dominated b¥ucalyptus tasmaniensigumtopped stringybarkjrees.

There are no threatened vegetation communities listed under the NC Act vgithitherntransmission
optionsdisturbance footprintThere are no threatenedcologicacommunities listed under thePBC
Actwithin southerntransmissioroption disturbance footprint¢ K S NB  the&locsllg imgoiant
native vegetatiod knownto occurwithin the southerntransmissioroption disturbance footprint

4.1.3 Mitigation measuredo protect native vegetation

Potential impacts taativevegetation will be mitigated through the application of Mitigation Measures
described in thelarraleah Redevelopment Proje@&nvironmental Impact Stateme(ilydro Tasmania,
2026).These include the following measures:

1 A final Project disturbance footprint (within the Project disturbance footprint presented within
thisreportt gAtf o06S SadlofAaKSR o0lFaSR 2y (KS t NR2SO(
disturbance footprintand vegetation clearing exclusion zowa#t be clearlyshownon Project
plans, communicated to all construction personnel and physically marked on site. Vegetation
clearing will be limited to the minimum necessary to constiauad operatethe transmission line

1 A Site Establishment Management Plan (SEMP) will be prepared prior to the commencement of
site establishment activities and implemented during their execution. The SEMP will outline the
environmental management practices and procedures to be implementesiti® establishment
activities.
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1 Hazard trees associated with the 220 kV transmission line and 22 kV distribution lines will be
identified and assessed by a suitably qualified arborist prior to constructi@esmarked for
removal or trimming will be checked for fauna use of tree hollows &witablyqualified person
beforeremoval. If native fauna are found using hollosigrees that must be cleare@ permit to
W ¢ | dndethe Tasmania hreatened3eciesProtectionAct 1995(TSP Agtand/or NC Acwill
be required

1 All waterway crossings for new or upgraded access tracks will be designed, constructed and
maintainedin accordance with th&orest Practices AuthorityForest Practices Code 20FPA,
2020)andthe Waterwaysand WetlandsManual (DPIPWE2003)to minimisepotential impacts to
riparian or littoral vegetatiorand flow and drainage
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Vegetation community

TASVEG

Northern transmission option

Total within

Extent within

Table4.1: Extents of forest types within relevant overlayihin each tra

Extent within

Southerntransmissionoption

Total within

Extent within

Extent within

VegCode disturbance priority . waterway disturbance priority . waterw'ay
: vegetation protection : vegetation protection
footprint footprint
overlay overlay overlay overlay
Acacia dealbatdorest (noneucalypt | NAD 0.6 9.6 0 0 0 0
forest) SeeFigure4.1
Eucalyptus amygdalin®rest and DAD 4.2 2.5 0 1.4 1.2 0.3
woodland on dolerite (dry eucalypt (all mature) (all mature) (regrowth) (regrowth) (regrowth)
forest) SeeFigure4.2
Eucalyptus dalrympleanaE. DDP 0.2 0.2 (mature) 0 0 0 0
paucifloraforest and woodland (dry (all mature)
eucalypt forest)SeeFigure4.3
Eucalyptus tasmaniensisy forest DDE 13.0 7.4 0.6 0.3 0 0
andwoodland (dry eucalypt forest) (3.6 mature) (1.8 mature) (0.2 mature) | (all regrowth)
SeeFigure4.4
Eucalyptus rodwayorest and DRO 51 1.7 3.1 0.5 0 0.1
woodland (dry eucalypt fores§ee (all mature) (all mature) (all mature) (all mature) (allmature)
Figure4.5
Eucalyptus tasmaniendisrest with WDB 40.1 17.2 0.1 37.3 8.1 15
broad-leaf shrubs (wet eucalypt (17.9 mature) (10.6 mature) (all regrowth) (6.8 mature) (2.9mature) (all regrowth)
forest) SeeFigure4.6
Eucalyptus obliquéorest with broad | WOB 0 0 0 9.3 6.5 0.7
leaf shrubgwet eucalypt forestee (1.0 mature) (0.6 mature) (0.3mature)
Figured.7
63.2(31.0 haof 38.6(16.8 haof | 3.8(3.3haof | 48.8(8.3haof | 15.8(4.7 haof | 2.6(0.4 ha of
which mature | which are mature which are which is mature which are which are
Total
eucalypt forest) | eucalypt forest) | mature eucalypt| eucalypt forest) | mature eucalypt| mature eucalypt
forest) forest) forest)
I°I e nt ura 14
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Figure4.2: Eucalyptus amygdalin@rest and woodland on doleriten the northern transmissionption
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Figure4.3: Eucalyptus dalrympleangEucalyptus pauciflortorest and woodlandn the northern
transmissioroption
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Figure4.4: Eucalyptugasmaniensigiry forest and woodlandlong the northern transmissiooption
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Figure4.6: RegrowthEucalyptus tasmaniendigrest overbroadleaf shrubsn the northern transmission
option
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Figured.7: Eucalyptus obliqua forestith broadleaf shrubswithin southern transmissionption

4.2 Flora

A systematic groungurvey method was used tmndertakethe flora surveys of each of the transmission
option survey areas. Thiavolvedsystematicallywalking over the survey area and recording all flora
species encontered. The flora surveys foced on vegetation communities and habitats that could
potentially support threatened species. All flora species encountered during the survey were recorded
2y F O02YLMziSNJ GFofSd 6AGK Dt{ OIFLIOAfAGE dzaAy3
whichrecords data using fields that are consistent with the NN@menclature for flora follows the
currentCensus of Tasmanian Vascular PlédésSalas & Baker, 2024

Dominant and calominant flora specieand their cover abundanogere recorded in all vegetation
communities that were encountered so that the community could be attributed to the appropriate
TASVE®Iapping Units (Kitchenes Harris,2013). The boundaries and extent of the TASVEG
communities were mapped on GIS.

4.2.1  Northern transmission option

Tree species recorded within timerthern transmissioroption survey areancludedEucalyptus
tasmaniensiggumtopped stringybark Eucalyptus rodwayswamp peppermint)Eucalyptus
dalrympleanasubsp lutruwita (mountain white gum)Eucalyptus pauciflorecabbage gumEucalyptus
amygdalina(black peppermint)Acacia dealbatdsilver wattle) andPomaderris apetalécommon
dogwood. Thetall shrubBedfordia salicingblanket leaf) dominated thareas ofEucalyptus
tasmaniensigorest with broadleaf shrubsOther dirub species recorded in the northern transmission
optionincludedPultenaea juniperingprickly beautyand Leptecophylla parvifoliicommon pinkberry))
and the graminoid.omandra longifoligsagg) was als@corded in the understoreyis this areaThe
ground fernPteridium esculenturaubsp.esculenturm(bracken) was commonly presemative herbs
recorded within the northern transmissiasption includedGalium australdtangled bedstraw,
Hydrocotyle hir (hairy pennywort), and/iola hederaceéivyleaf violet).

The only threatened flora species recorded within tiethern transmissioroption survey area was

Westringia angusifolignarrowleaf westringia)Westringia angustifolias listed as rare under the TSP
Act; it is not listed under the EPBC Acpopulation of this threatened flora speciess recordedvithin
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the northern transmission optidR & R A & (i dzND at yv@IGcatibrdredr thidfropadsed site of
tower T3andnear the proposed site of towér14(Figure4.8). The formermopulation extended over an
area of 150 m by 80 m across the currently maintained permanent easement into the adjacent
Eucalyptus amygdalin@rest on dolerite cormunity. At the second location, the population extended
over an area of 4én by 20 mwhich included the current transmissi@ption and the adjacent
Eucalyptus tasmaniengilsy forest.

Xerochrysum palustriswamp paperdaisy), which is listed as vulnerable under the TSP Act and EPBC Act,
has been recorded from Father of Marshes approximately 1.6 km downstream of the northern
transmission option (NVA data). Black Bobs Rivulet, which is crossed by the nindihemission

option, is one of the streams that runs through Father of MarsKesochrysum palustris a perennial

paper daisy that grows in swampy habitats, includiedge and rushrich wetlands, grassy to sedgy wet
heathlands andheathy opereucalypt woodlandsisually in sites inundated for part of the year

(Threatened Species Sectj@916).This species is unlikely to bffected by the upgrades to the access
tracks for the construction and maintenance of the northern transmission option, given the distance

from the disturbance footprint and the implementation of erosion and sediment control measures.

Potential impacts tdWestringia angusfolia flora will be mitigated through the application of Mitigation
Measures described in thEarraleah Redevelopment Proje@&nvironmental Impact Stateme(iydro
Tasmania, 2026). These include the following measure:

1 The final disturbance footprint for the northern transmissigption (if selected) will be designed
to minimise impacts t&Vestringia angustifolignarrowleaf westringiaplants atproposed sites
for Towers 3 and 14. WheM. angustifoligplants can be avoided, exclusion zones wilsbewn
on Project plans, communicated to construction personnel and physically marked on site. Where
avoidance isnot possible LISNXY A G G2 Wel1SQ Ay I OO02NRIYyOS gAi
required

Figure4.8: Population ofWestringia angustifolidgnarrowleaf westringia) in thaortherntransmission
option
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4.2.2  Southern transmission option

The riparian, flondependent plant specieBarbarea australignative wintercress), which is listed as
endangered under the TSP Act and EPBC Act, is known to occur in the NivepRiv&0 plantsof this
species have been recordedjacent tothe disturbance footprint where the southern transmission
option would span the Nive Rivaear the Liapootah substation

There are no otheterrestrial or aquatichreatened flora speciewithin the disturbance footprint for
the southern transmission option.

Tree species recorded within the southern transmissiption survey area includeBucalyptus obliqua
Eucalyptus tasmaniensisucalyptus rodwayand Eucalyptus amygdalind@he ground ferrPteridium
esculentunrsubsp.esculentum(bracken) was commonly presefithetall shrubBedfordia salicina
(blanket leaf) dominated the areas Bticalyptus tasmaniendisrest with broadleaf shrubsThe
Eucalyptus obliquéorest with broadleaf shrubs within thesouthern transmission optiodisturbance
footprint would bepassel throughby the easementor approximately 2.&Xm. TheEucalyptus obliqua
forest with broadleaf shrubscommunity was characterised by a tll obliquacanopy layer, where
Eucalyptus viminaliwas present as a minor component of the communigacia dealbata,
Pittosporum bicoloandLeptospermum lanigerumvere present as small trees. Ferns were the
predominant component of the understorey including the tree fBricksonia antarcticand the ground
fernsBlechnum nudunB.wattsii, andPolystichum proliferum

Potential impacts tahe endangered riverine plarBarbarea australisvill be mitigated through the
application of Mitigation Measures described in tharraleah Redevelopment Proje&nvironmental
Impact StatemenfHydro Tasmania, 2026). These include the following measure:

1 TheBarbarea australipopulationsadjacent tothe disturbance footprintvhere the southern
transmissioroption crosses the Nive Rivaiill be protected by exclusion zones during
construction and will not be impacted.

4.3 Fauna

431 Fauna habitat

Thenorthern and southertransmissioroption disturbance footprins encompasswo main native
fauna habitattypes:dry eucalypt forestand wet eucalypt foresfTable4.2). The two native forest
habitat types are likely to provide habitat for a range of native fauna speiimsmature (i.e. not
cleared or harvestd for timber in recent decades) forests are more likely to provide key habitat
features for native fauna such as tree hollows &tiow log shelters than regrowth forest&rboreal
marsupials, bats and bird species @i hollows in Tasmanjaand d hollow-dependent faunapecies
are listed as having priority status under the Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement.

Native faunaspeciesare alsolikely toforage within hardwood plantatioand existing easementithin
the transmissioroption disturbance footprints.
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Table4.2: Extent of fauna habitat types within the disturbance footprints and relevant overlays.

Northern transmission optionha) Southern transmission optiorgha)
Habitat type Total Priority Waterway Total Priority Waterway
vegetation | protection vegetation | protection
overlay overlay overlay overlay
Native vegetation 63.2 29.3 3.9 48.8 16.1 2.6
Modified (nonrnative) 107 10.9
vegetation (hardwood (hardwood
58.5 plantation, 3.6 96.8 plantation, 3.0
existing existing
easement) easement)

Non-eucalypt forest & 06 06 0 0 0 0
scrub
Dry eucalypt forest 225 12.0 3.7 2.2 15 0.4
Wet eucalypt forest 40.1 17.2 0.1 46.6 14.6 2.1
Mature dry eucalypt 13.1 6.5 3.3 0.5 0.4 0.1
forest
Mature weteucalypt 17.9 10.6 0 7.8 35 0.3
forest
Water 0.1

0-3(Dee 0 0 05 0.1 e

Lagoon) (Nive River)

There are no known aquatic fauna records in any of the streams crossed by the northern transmission
option.

Theonly knownaquatic fauna recorddNVA datapf the streams crossed by the southdransmission
option are of theintroducedfish species brown troutSalmo truttg and redfin Perca fluviatiliy
Therefore, there ar@o potential impacts to threatened aquatic faufram either transmission option

Potential impacts tdauna and fauna habitat (including threatened faumdl) be mitigated through the
application of Mitigation Measures described in tharraleah Redevelopment Proje&nvironmental
Impact StatemenfHydro Tasmania, 2026). These includernteasures for threatened faunalescribed
in Sectiom.3.2and the following measures:

1 All waterway crossings for new or upgraded access tracks will be designed, constructed and
maintained in accordance with tHeorest Practices AuthorityForest Practices Code 20FEPA,
2020)andthe Waterways and Wetlands ManuédDPIPWE2003)to minimise potential impacts to
instream habitat, flow and drainage

1 To mitigatepotential impacts to water quality thahay affectaquatic fauna anthabitat (e.g.
erosion and sedimentationntroduction ofhydrocarbors and other hazardous materialand
changes tgH)the following plans will b@repared prior to the commencement of construction
and implemented during construction

0 Water Management Plafincluding stormwater)
0 Hydrocarbon Management Plan

0 Erosion and Sediment Control Pi@nepared by a suitably qualified professional as defined
the International Erosions Control AssociatidBGAAustralasia Position Statemeqt
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Definition of a Suitably Qualified Professional (Nov 2028fcordance with the principles
YR 3dzZA Rl yOS LINE @A BPESC dboyimef@®08.! ! dza G NI € | & A |

4.3.2 Threatened fauna

Mature eucalypt forest located within the disturbance footprint of both transmission options is likely to
providethe most optimaforaging habitat for Tasmanian devi$arcophilus harrigiand spottedtailed
guolls(Dasyurus maculatus maculajus

Although no known raptor nests alecated within the disturbance footprint @ither transmission
option, the construction of the transmission line also has the potential to impasmaniawedge
tailed eaglsand whitebellied seaeagles nesting in the nearby aresa

4.3.2.1 Tasmanian devils

The Tasmaniadevil (Sarcophilus harrigiis listed as endangered under both the EPBGAdthe TSP

Act. At the homerange scale, Tasmanian devils require shelter (e.g. dense vegetation, hollow logs,
burrows or caves) and hunting habitat with an open understorey mixed with patches of dense
vegetation.Suitable maternal denning habitat components for Tasmanian devils includenaiied

soil that is easily dug, sheltered overhangs saglkliffs, rocky outcrops, knolls, caves and earth banks,
and log piés with at least one entrance through which a devil could pass. Adults are thought to use the
same den sites lonerm, so den disturbance can have significant implications to devil populations. No
potential denning features for the Tasmanian devil wenenfd within either transmissionption

disturbance footprint. However, Tasmanian devils may forage over all areas of either transmission

2 LJG AdistrBaace footprint.

Tasmanian devils were detectbgt motiontriggered camera traps deployed EHucalyptus tasmaniensis
dry forest and woodlandDDE) within the northern transmission option disturbance footprint

Tasmanian devils were detectbgt a camera trap deployed withEBucalyptus amygdalin@rest and
woodland on dolerit§ DAD) within the southern transmission option disturbance footprint.
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Figure4.9: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the western component of the transmiggionQ a
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Figure4.10: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within ¢tleatral component of th@orthern transmissiomption disturbance footprint.
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. Field observation - Tasmanian devil
. NVA record - Tasmanian devil

Figure4.11: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the eastern component of the northern transnupsimmdisturbance footprints.
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Figured.12: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the southern transmisgition disturbance footprints.
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Figure4.13: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the southern component of the southern transmoiss@ndisturbance footprints.
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Potentialimpactsof both transmissioroptionsrelevant to the Tasmanian devil are:

1 Madification of foraging habitat due to clearance of native forstl woodlandoraging habitatwvithin the
transmissior? LJ{ Adistyirtaéce footprintwhich may change prey availability, noting that of t8i%,0 ha
in the northern transmissionption and48.8 hain the southern transmissiooption are likely to continue
to be used for foraging when converted to permanent easement.

1 Loss opreferred mature foreshabitat due to clearance of up ®1 haof mature eucalypt foresin the
northern transmissiomption andup to 8.3 ha of mature eucalypt forest if the southern transmission
option.

il Potential increase in vehicle strike and roadkill risk associatedimatbased traffic volume related to
constructionof both transmissioroptions.

In order to reduce roadkill risk for Tasmanian devils and other native fauna during the construction of the
transmission line, &oadkill Management Plan (RKMP) will be prepared. The plan will apply to roads assessed as
likely to experience a 10% or greater increase in riighé traffic (defined as one hour before sunset to one hour
after sunrise) due to construction. The planiviollow the Caring for Nature Reducing Roadkgjuidelines (PWS,

2006) and address elevated risks for threatened speciessttatenge on roadkill carcasses (Tasmanian devils,
spottedtailed quolls, eastern quolls, and Tasmanian wetigied eagles). Mitigation measures will include:

1 Minimising nighitime construction traffic where practicable.

1 Reducing Project vehicle nigtitne speed limits by at least 10 km/hr on all roads that are expected to
experience a 10% or greater increase in nityhnie traffic volume due to Project construction

1 Environmental training for site workers covering threatened species awareness, reporting procedures for
vehicle strikes and roadkill, and recommended rescue procedures (e.g. reporting to Bonorong Wildlife
Rescue on 0447 264 625)

Reporting Projectelated vehicle strikes and threatened species roadkill to Hydro Tasmania within 24 hours
Investigating Projeetelated threatened species roadkill incidents within three working days

Installing advisory signs in higisk areas

= =4 4 =4

Continuing verge maintenance along Oldina Drive and Butlers Gorge Road to maintain visibility and reduce
browsing

i Prompt removal of roadkill carcasses along Oldina Drive and Butlers Gorge Road, as soon as safe, to reduc
scavenger attraction.

4.3.2.2 Spottedtailed quolls

The Tasmanian population of the spottled quoll Dasyurus maculatus maculajus listed as vulnerable
under the EPBC Act and as rare under the TSH listspecies was detected by motiiggered camera traps
deployed inEucalyptus tasmaniengisy forest and woodland (DDE) within the northern transmission option
disturbance footprint Spottedtailed quoll presence and abundanisemost likely to bédaigher in forests and
woodlands with midstorey and understorey cover and edglowth vegetation characteristicSpottedtailed quolls
are thought to avoid plantationgut they are known tase anthropogenic linear featuresich as power line
easementgAndersen et al., 2017).
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Figure4.14: Mature forest habitat suitable for spottethiled quolls within the western component of the transmissaption disturbance footprints.
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Figure4.15: Mature forest habitat suitable for spottethiled quolls within the northern transmissiaption disturbance footprint.
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