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1. LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

The Tasmanian Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has determined that the following components 
of the Tarraleah Redevelopment Project (the Project), which are construction-related works that occur 
west and upstream of the proposed new power station on the Nive River, constitute a Level 2C activity 
pursuant to the Tasmanian Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPC Act):  

¶ Headrace pipeline, approximately 4.2 km long up to 4 m diameter, connected to the intake on 
Lake King William and tunnel completed during upgrade works.  

¶ Headrace tunnel, approximately 12 km long, up to 6.5 m high and 5.5 m wide.  

¶ Access tunnels and portals to headrace and power tunnels and associated permanent spoil 
storage stockpiles.  

¶ Surge tower, up to 75 m high (above ground level) and 14 m diameter and associated 
underground surge shaft to control water pressure in the headrace and power tunnels.  

¶ Pumping station and approximately 1.1 km pipeline to transfer water from the existing No. 2 Pond 
to the surge tower.  

¶ A partially underground power station with an installed capacity of approximately 180 MW and a 
rated flow of 60 m³/s, located adjacent to the existing Tarraleah Power Station. 

The proposed construction of a new transmission line does not form part of the 9t!Ωǎ scope of 
assessment. There are currently two transmission options being considered, only one of which will be 
constructed: 

¶ ŀ мп ƪƳ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ ƭƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ¢ǳƴƎŀǘƛƴŀƘ {ǿƛǘŎƘȅŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘŜŜ ŀǘ 5ŜŜ [ŀƎƻƻƴ 
(northern option), for which a 115.1 ha disturbance footprint is nominated, or 

¶ ŀ мр ƪƳ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ ƭƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ¢ŀǊǊŀƭŜŀƘ {ǿƛǘŎƘȅŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ [ƛŀǇƻƻǘŀƘ 
substation (southern option), for which a 146.0 ha disturbance footprint is nominated. 

The Tasmanian Planning Scheme ς State Planning Provisions includes the Natural Assets Code. The 
Natural Assets Code aims to minimise impacts to ecological values of waterways, wetlands and lakes, 
coastal areas and foreshore assets, identified priority vegetation and threatened fauna species.  

Pursuant to C7.4.1 of the Natural Assts Code, development that is assessed by the EPA as a Level 2 
activity is exempt from assessment against the code. 

As such, ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǊŀŎŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΣ ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎΣ ǎǳǊƎŜ 
tower pumping station and pipeline and power station are exempt from assessment against the Natural 
Assets Code, the construction of the proposed transmission line is not. 

This report describes how the Natural Assets Code applies ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ 
summary of ecological values potentially impacted by the tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ transmission lines and assess the 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ C7.6 Development Standards for Buildings and Works of the code.  
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2. !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜǘǎ /ƻŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

The Natural Assets Code applies to waterway and coastal protection areas, future coastal refugia areas 
and priority vegetation areas when within zones identified in C7.2.1(c) of the code. Waterway and 
coastal protection areas, future coastal refugia areas and priority vegetation areas are shown on overlay 
maps in the Central Highlands Local Provisions Schedule.   

Attachments A to D show where the waterway and coastal protection area overlay and the priority 
vegetation area overlay are intersected by each of the two options for ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ transmission line 
reference design and disturbance footprint. There are no future coastal refugia areas intersected by 
either transmission option. The disturbance footprint of the northern transmission option intersects 7.6 
ha of the waterway and coastal protection area overlay and 40.6 ha of the priority vegetation area 
overlay, whilst the southern transmission option intersects 5.8 ha of the waterway and coastal 
protection area overlay and 27.1 ha of the priority vegetation area overlay.  

The disturbance footprint captures the maximum extent of all land that may be physically disturbed 
during construction and operation of the transmission line and includes easement widening, tower/pole 
pads, conductor stringing pads, potential hazard tree removal zones, new access tracks, access track 
widening/upgrades, and temporary laydown areas for construction of the new line. 

The entire length of both transmission options is located parallel to existing permanent easement that 
houses existing transmission lines. The existing easement must be widened by up to 30 m to 
accommodate the new transmission line, in order to achieve electrical clearance safety distances 
between the transmission infrastructure and the adjacent vegetation. The reference design for the 
northern transmission option proposes that easement widening be located on the southern side of the 
existing permanent easement. The reference design for the southern transmission option proposes that 
easement widening be located on the northeastern side of the existing permanent easement between 
Tarraleah and the Black Bobs four-way easement junction; for the section of the option south of that 
junction, the reference design proposes that the easement widening be located on the northern side of 
the existing permanent easement (refer Attachments A to D). 

Whilst tower locations (in the case of the northern transmission option) or pole locations (in the case of 
the southern transmission option) are nominated within the reference designs, these locations will be 
subject to micro-siting within the nominated disturbance footprint during the tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ detailed design 
phase. The disturbance footprint nominated around all existing access roads is up to 30 m on either 
side; however, it is unlikely that access roads will be widened to the full extent of the disturbance 
footprint. The extent of access road widening (if any) will also be determined during detailed design.  

2.1 Waterway crossings and wetlands 

2.1.1 Northern transmission option 

The northern transmission option intersects the following five waterways and two wetlands (see 
Attachment A): 

¶ Tungatinah Creek and unnamed wetland 

o Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towers T8 and T9 

o Crossed by upgraded access track between transmission towers T8 and T9 
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o The waterway protection area associated with Tungatinah Creek is intersected by the 
disturbance footprint associated with the construction of transmission tower T6 and 
between transmission towers T7 and T8.  

¶ Black Bobs Rivulet 

o Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towers T15 and T16 

o Crossed by upgraded access track between transmission towers T15 and T16. 

¶ Unnamed waterway flowing from the canal at Spillway Bay in Dee Lagoon and unnamed wetland  

o Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towers T24 and T25 

o Crossed by upgraded access track between transmission towers T24 and T25 

o The waterway protection area associated with the unnamed creek and wetland is 
intersected by the disturbance footprint for the tower pad associated with transmission 
tower T29. 

¶ Dee Lagoon 

o Overflown by conductors spanning transmission towers T28 and T29 

o The waterway protection area associated with Dee Lagoon is intersected by the tower pad 
associated with transmission tower T24. 

¶ Unnamed waterway draining into Dee Lagoon 

o An unnamed waterway and its waterway protection area is intersected by the tee and 
tower pad associated with transmission towers T30 and T34. 

2.1.2 Southern transmission option 

The southern transmission option intersects the following five waterways and one wetland (refer 
Attachment B): 

¶ Nive River 

o Overflown by conductors spanning transmission poles TTA2/TTA1 and TP1, as well as the 
conductors spanning TP44 and TP45  

o The waterway protection area associated with the Nive River is intersected by the 
disturbance footprint for the pole pad associated with TP1 (note that the disturbance 
footprint for TP1 is incorporated in the disturbance footprint for the new power station) 
and the pole pad associated with TP45 as well as the disturbance footprint for the upgrade 
to the access track to TP45 from the Lyell Highway. 

¶ Unnamed tributary of Nive River and unnamed wetland 

o Overflown by conductors spanning transmission poles TP21 and TP22 

o Crossed by new section of access track to TP22 

o The waterway protection area associated with the unnamed waterway and unnamed 
wetland are intersected by the pole pads associated with TP21 and TP22. 

¶ Unnamed tributary of Ringing Creek 

o Overflown by conductors spanning transmission poles TP38 and TP39 

o Crossed by upgraded access track between transmission poles TP38 and TP39. 
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¶ Ringing Creek 

o Crossed by upgraded section of access track from the Lyell Highway to TP44. 

¶ Tungatinah Creek 

o Crossed by upgraded access track from the existing northern easement (in the location 
where tower T9 is proposed for the northern alignment option) to southern alignment 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭŜ TP10, which would be required to construct TP10. 

3. ²ƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

The northern transmission option is located parallel to the existing Waddamana to Tungatinah 
Transmission Line and will require 30 m of the existing easement for the Waddamana to Tungatinah 
Transmission Line as well as an additional easement widening of 30 m. The northern transmission option 
will also largely utilise the existing access track, including waterway crossing, established for the 
Waddamana to Tungatinah Transmission Line with only minor upgrades required.  

The southern transmission option is located parallel to the existing Tarraleah to New Norfolk 
Transmission Line. The southern transmission option will use 30 m of the existing easement for the 
Tarraleah to New Norfolk Transmission Line as well as an additional easement widening of 30 m. The 
southern transmission option will also largely utilise the existing access track, including waterway 
crossing, established for the Tarraleah to New Norfolk Transmission Line with only minor upgrades 
required. 

Works within the waterway and coastal protection areas and priority vegetation areas intersected by 
the disturbance footprint of the transmission alignment options and that have the potential to impact 
values protected by the Natural Assets Code are the construction of new and upgraded access tracks, 
construction of tower/pole pads and hardstands, erection of towers/poles and stringing of conductors. 
Works will include: 

¶ The final disturbance footprint will be clearly marked on plans, communicated to all construction 
personnel, and physically marked on site to avoid unnecessary vegetation removal. 

¶ Traffic management measures will be installed to enable safe access to construction sites. 

¶ Erosion and sediment controls, such as retention basins and catch drains will be installed at all 
construction sites as soon as practicable prior to, or during, clearing and grubbing. 

¶ Fauna surveys: a suitably qualified ecologist will be engaged to survey for Tasmanian devil and 
spotted-tailed quoll denning habitat within the mature eucalypt forest within works sites. 

¶ Access tracks upgrades as required, including widening, resurfacing, drainage improvements etc. 
Access track upgrades within waterways (refer Section 2.1) are expected to be minor may include 
minor removal of riparian and littoral vegetation to facilitate widening, placement of road base 
and surface materials and establishment of drainage including the potential upgrade of existing 
culverts.   

¶ Clearing and grubbing of tower/pole pads which will be completed to progressively remove 
unwanted surface materials (clearing) and underground materials such as stumps, roots and 
buried logs (grubbing), with progressive rehabilitation of areas no longer required for construction 
activities. 
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¶ Completion of civil works (e.g. benching, levelling, etc.) as required.  

¶ Establishment of concrete footings for towers/poles. 

¶ Erection of towers/poles using a crane. 

¶ Clearing of vegetation with easements to achieve the required electrical safety clearance from 
transmission infrastructure. Groundcover including grasses and low shrubs will be retained. 

¶ Stringing of conductors and optical fibre ground wires using helicopters and winches in 
accordance with industry practices. Other than at winch locations the conductors and optical fibre 
ground wires will not contact the ground during the stringing operation. 

New and upgraded access roads will be designed and built in accordance with the Tasmanian Municipal 
Standards (Local Government Association Tasmania, December 2020) for unsealed rural roads, with a 
nominal unsealed pavement width of 5.5 m.  

4. 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ  

This section provides a summary of the ecological values subject to the Natural Assets Code and 
ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ options. A detailed description of ecological survey 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΣ 
potential Project impacts and proposed mitigation measures is contained in the Tarraleah 
Redevelopment Project - Environmental Impact Statement (Hydro Tasmania, 2026).  

4.1 Vegetation 

Dominant and co-dominant flora species and their cover abundance were recorded in all vegetation 
communities that were encountered during field surveys of the two transmission optionǎΩ survey areas 
such that the vegetation communities therein could be attributed to the appropriate TASVEG Mapping 
Units (Kitchener & Harris, 2013) as well as recording the presence of any vegetation communities listed 
under the Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002 (NC Act) or ecological communities listed under the 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The 
boundaries and extent of the TASVEG communities were mapped on GIS.  

¶ All waterway crossings for new or upgraded access tracks will be designed, constructed and 
maintained in accordance with the Forest Practices Authority ς Forest Practices Code 2020 (FPA, 
2020) and the Waterways and Wetlands Manual (DPIPWE, 2003) to minimise potential impacts to 
riparian or littoral vegetation and flow and drainage.
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Table 4.1 shows the extent of each vegetation community recorded within each transmission optionΩǎ 
disturbance footprint, as well as the extent of each vegetation community that falls within the priority 
vegetation overlay and within the waterway protection overlay.  

4.1.1 Northern transmission option 

Of the 63.2 ha of native vegetation within the disturbance footprint for the northern transmission 
option, 31.0 ha are mature eucalypt forest, 38.6 ha are within the priority vegetation overlay, and 3.8 ha 
are within the waterway protection overlay. Of the 38.6 ha within the priority vegetation overlay, 16.8 
ha are mature forest within the overlay. Of the 3.8 ha within the waterway protection overlay, 3.3 ha 
are mature eucalypt forest. Most of the priority vegetation to be impacted for the northern transmission 
option is forest dominated by Eucalyptus tasmaniensis (gum-topped stringybark, previously known as 
Eucalyptus delegatensis subsp. tasmaniensis) trees. 

There are no threatened vegetation communities listed under the Tasmanian NC Act within northern 
transmission disturbance footprint. There are no threatened ecological communities listed under the 
Commonwealth EPBC Act within northern transmission disturbance footprint. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ άƻther locally 
important native vegetationέ known to occur within the northern transmission disturbance footprint. 

4.1.2 Southern transmission option 

Of the 48.8 ha of native vegetation within the disturbance footprint for the southern transmission 
option, 8.3 ha are mature eucalypt forest, 15.8 ha are within the priority vegetation overlay, and 2.6 ha 
are within the waterway protection overlay. Of the 15.8 ha within the priority vegetation overlay, 4.7 ha 
are mature eucalypt forest. Of the 2.6 ha within the waterway protection overlay, 0.4 ha are mature 
eucalypt forest. Most of the priority vegetation to be impacted for the construction of the southern 
transmission option is forest dominated by Eucalyptus tasmaniensis (gum-topped stringybark) trees. 

There are no threatened vegetation communities listed under the NC Act within southern transmission 
options disturbance footprint. There are no threatened ecological communities listed under the EPBC 
Act within southern transmission option disturbance footprint. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ άƻther locally important 
native vegetationέ known to occur within the southern transmission option disturbance footprint. 

4.1.3 Mitigation measures to protect native vegetation 

Potential impacts to native vegetation will be mitigated through the application of Mitigation Measures 
described in the Tarraleah Redevelopment Project - Environmental Impact Statement (Hydro Tasmania, 
2026). These include the following measures: 

¶ A final Project disturbance footprint (within the Project disturbance footprint presented within 
this reportύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
disturbance footprint and vegetation clearing exclusion zones will be clearly shown on Project 
plans, communicated to all construction personnel and physically marked on site. Vegetation 
clearing will be limited to the minimum necessary to construct and operate the transmission line.  

¶ A Site Establishment Management Plan (SEMP) will be prepared prior to the commencement of 
site establishment activities and implemented during their execution. The SEMP will outline the 
environmental management practices and procedures to be implemented for site establishment 
activities. 
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¶ Hazard trees associated with the 220 kV transmission line and 22 kV distribution lines will be 
identified and assessed by a suitably qualified arborist prior to construction. Trees marked for 
removal or trimming will be checked for fauna use of tree hollows by a suitably qualified person 
before removal. If native fauna are found using hollows of trees that must be cleared, a permit to 
Ψ¢ŀƪŜΩ under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (TSP Act) and/or NC Act will 
be required.   

¶ All waterway crossings for new or upgraded access tracks will be designed, constructed and 
maintained in accordance with the Forest Practices Authority ς Forest Practices Code 2020 (FPA, 
2020) and the Waterways and Wetlands Manual (DPIPWE, 2003) to minimise potential impacts to 
riparian or littoral vegetation and flow and drainage.
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Table 4.1: Extents of forest types within relevant overlays within each transmission option 

Vegetation community 
TASVEG 

VegCode 

Northern transmission option Southern transmission option 

Total within 
disturbance 
footprint  

Extent within 
priority 
vegetation 
overlay 

Extent within 
waterway 
protection 
overlay 

Total within 
disturbance 
footprint  

Extent within 
priority 
vegetation 
overlay 

Extent within 
waterway 
protection 
overlay 

Acacia dealbata forest (non-eucalypt 
forest) See Figure 4.1 

NAD 0.6 9.6 0 0 0 0 

Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and 
woodland on dolerite (dry eucalypt 
forest) See Figure 4.2 

DAD 4.2 

(all mature) 

2.5 

(all mature) 

0 1.4 

(regrowth) 

1.2 

(regrowth) 

0.3 

(regrowth) 

Eucalyptus dalrympleana ς E. 
pauciflora forest and woodland (dry 
eucalypt forest) See Figure 4.3 

DDP 0.2 

(all mature) 

0.2 (mature) 0 0 0 0 

Eucalyptus tasmaniensis dry forest 
and woodland (dry eucalypt forest) 
See Figure 4.4 

DDE 13.0 

(3.6 mature) 

7.4 

(1.8 mature) 

0.6 

(0.2 mature) 

0.3 

(all regrowth) 

0 0 

Eucalyptus rodwayi forest and 
woodland (dry eucalypt forest) See 
Figure 4.5 

DRO 5.1 

(all mature) 

1.7 

(all mature) 

3.1 

(all mature) 

0.5 

(all mature) 

0 0.1 

(all mature) 

Eucalyptus tasmaniensis forest with 
broad-leaf shrubs (wet eucalypt 
forest) See Figure 4.6 

WDB 40.1 

(17.9 mature) 

17.2 

(10.6 mature) 

0.1 

(all regrowth) 

37.3 

(6.8 mature) 

8.1 

(2.9 mature) 

1.5 

(all regrowth) 

Eucalyptus obliqua forest with broad-
leaf shrubs (wet eucalypt forest) See 
Figure 4.7 

WOB 0 0 0 9.3 

(1.0 mature) 

6.5 

(0.6 mature) 

0.7 

(0.3 mature) 

Total 

63.2 (31.0 ha of 
which mature 

eucalypt forest) 

38.6 (16.8 ha of 
which are mature 
eucalypt forest) 

3.8 (3.3 ha of 
which are 

mature eucalypt 
forest) 

48.8 (8.3 ha of 
which is mature 
eucalypt forest) 

15.8 (4.7 ha of 
which are 

mature eucalypt 
forest) 

2.6 (0.4 ha of 
which are 

mature eucalypt 
forest) 
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Figure 4.1: Acacia dealbata forest on the northern transmission option 

 

 

Figure 4.2: Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on dolerite on the northern transmission option 
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Figure 4.3: Eucalyptus dalrympleana - Eucalyptus pauciflora forest and woodland in the northern 
transmission option 

 

 

Figure 4.4: Eucalyptus tasmaniensis dry forest and woodland along the northern transmission option 
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Figure 4.5: Eucalyptus rodwayi forest and woodland within the northern transmission option 

 

 

Figure 4.6: Regrowth Eucalyptus tasmaniensis forest over broad-leaf shrubs in the northern transmission 
option 
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Figure 4.7: Eucalyptus obliqua forest with broad-leaf shrubs within southern transmission option 

4.2 Flora  

A systematic ground survey method was used to undertake the flora surveys of each of the transmission 
option survey areas. This involved systematically walking over the survey area and recording all flora 
species encountered. The flora surveys focused on vegetation communities and habitats that could 
potentially support threatened species. All flora species encountered during the survey were recorded 
ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǘŀōƭŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ Dt{ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ 9ƴǘǳǊŀΩǎ 9Ch{ ό9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ CƛŜƭŘ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳύ 
which records data using fields that are consistent with the NVA. Nomenclature for flora follows the 
current Census of Tasmanian Vascular Plants (de Salas & Baker, 2024).  

Dominant and co-dominant flora species and their cover abundance were recorded in all vegetation 
communities that were encountered so that the community could be attributed to the appropriate 
TASVEG Mapping Units (Kitchener & Harris, 2013). The boundaries and extent of the TASVEG 
communities were mapped on GIS.  

4.2.1 Northern transmission option 

Tree species recorded within the northern transmission option survey area included Eucalyptus 
tasmaniensis (gum-topped stringybark), Eucalyptus rodwayi (swamp peppermint), Eucalyptus 
dalrympleana subsp. lutruwita (mountain white gum), Eucalyptus pauciflora (cabbage gum), Eucalyptus 
amygdalina (black peppermint), Acacia dealbata (silver wattle), and Pomaderris apetala (common 
dogwood). The tall shrub Bedfordia salicina (blanket leaf) dominated the areas of Eucalyptus 
tasmaniensis forest with broad-leaf shrubs. Other shrub species recorded in the northern transmission 
option included Pultenaea juniperina (prickly beauty) and Leptecophylla parvifolia (common pinkberry), 
and the graminoid Lomandra longifolia (sagg) was also recorded in the understoreys in this area. The 
ground fern Pteridium esculentum subsp. esculentum (bracken) was commonly present. Native herbs 
recorded within the northern transmission option included Galium australe (tangled bedstraw), 
Hydrocotyle hirta (hairy pennywort), and Viola hederacea (ivyleaf violet). 

The only threatened flora species recorded within the northern transmission option survey area was 
Westringia angusifolia (narrowleaf westringia). Westringia angustifolia is listed as rare under the TSP 
Act; it is not listed under the EPBC Act. A population of this threatened flora species was recorded within 
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the northern transmission optionΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ at two locations: near the proposed site of 
tower T3 and near the proposed site of tower T14 (Figure 4.8). The former population extended over an 
area of 150 m by 80 m across the currently maintained permanent easement into the adjacent 
Eucalyptus amygdalina forest on dolerite community. At the second location, the population extended 
over an area of 40 m by 20 m, which included the current transmission option and the adjacent 
Eucalyptus tasmaniensis dry forest.  

Xerochrysum palustre (swamp paperdaisy), which is listed as vulnerable under the TSP Act and EPBC Act, 
has been recorded from Father of Marshes approximately 1.6 km downstream of the northern 
transmission option (NVA data). Black Bobs Rivulet, which is crossed by the northern transmission 
option, is one of the streams that runs through Father of Marshes. Xerochrysum palustre is a perennial 
paper daisy that grows in swampy habitats, including sedge- and rush-rich wetlands, grassy to sedgy wet 
heathlands and heathy open eucalypt woodlands usually in sites inundated for part of the year 
(Threatened Species Section, 2016). This species is unlikely to be affected by the upgrades to the access 
tracks for the construction and maintenance of the northern transmission option, given the distance 
from the disturbance footprint and the implementation of erosion and sediment control measures. 

Potential impacts to Westringia angustifolia flora will be mitigated through the application of Mitigation 
Measures described in the Tarraleah Redevelopment Project - Environmental Impact Statement (Hydro 
Tasmania, 2026). These include the following measure: 

¶ The final disturbance footprint for the northern transmission option (if selected) will be designed 
to minimise impacts to Westringia angustifolia (narrowleaf westringia) plants at proposed sites 
for Towers 3 and 14. Where W. angustifolia plants can be avoided, exclusion zones will be shown 
on Project plans, communicated to construction personnel and physically marked on site. Where 
avoidance is not possible ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƻ Ψ¢ŀƪŜΩ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢{t !Ŏǘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ b/ !Ŏǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
required.  

 

Figure 4.8: Population of Westringia angustifolia (narrowleaf westringia) in the northern transmission 
option 
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4.2.2 Southern transmission option 

The riparian, flow-dependent plant species Barbarea australis (native wintercress), which is listed as 
endangered under the TSP Act and EPBC Act, is known to occur in the Nive River. Up to 10 plants of this 
species have been recorded adjacent to the disturbance footprint where the southern transmission 
option would span the Nive River near the Liapootah substation.  

There are no other terrestrial or aquatic threatened flora species within the disturbance footprint for 
the southern transmission option. 

Tree species recorded within the southern transmission option survey area included Eucalyptus obliqua, 
Eucalyptus tasmaniensis, Eucalyptus rodwayi, and Eucalyptus amygdalina. The ground fern Pteridium 
esculentum subsp. esculentum (bracken) was commonly present. The tall shrub Bedfordia salicina 
(blanket leaf) dominated the areas of Eucalyptus tasmaniensis forest with broad-leaf shrubs. The 
Eucalyptus obliqua forest with broad-leaf shrubs within the southern transmission option disturbance 
footprint would be passed through by the easement for approximately 2.3 km. The Eucalyptus obliqua 
forest with broad-leaf shrubs community was characterised by a tall E. obliqua canopy layer, where 
Eucalyptus viminalis was present as a minor component of the community. Acacia dealbata, 
Pittosporum bicolor and Leptospermum lanigerum were present as small trees. Ferns were the 
predominant component of the understorey including the tree fern Dicksonia antarctica and the ground 
ferns Blechnum nudum, B. wattsii, and Polystichum proliferum.  

Potential impacts to the endangered riverine plant Barbarea australis will be mitigated through the 
application of Mitigation Measures described in the Tarraleah Redevelopment Project - Environmental 
Impact Statement (Hydro Tasmania, 2026). These include the following measure: 

¶ The Barbarea australis populations adjacent to the disturbance footprint where the southern 
transmission option crosses the Nive River will be protected by exclusion zones during 
construction and will not be impacted. 

4.3 Fauna 

4.3.1 Fauna habitat 

The northern and southern transmission option disturbance footprints encompass two main native 
fauna habitat types: dry eucalypt forest and wet eucalypt forest (Table 4.2). The two native forest 
habitat types are likely to provide habitat for a range of native fauna species. The mature (i.e. not 
cleared or harvested for timber in recent decades) forests are more likely to provide key habitat 
features for native fauna such as tree hollows and hollow log shelters than regrowth forests. Arboreal 
marsupials, bats and bird species use tree hollows in Tasmania, and all hollow-dependent fauna species 
are listed as having priority status under the Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement. 

Native fauna species are also likely to forage within hardwood plantation and existing easement within 
the transmission option disturbance footprints.   
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Table 4.2: Extent of fauna habitat types within the disturbance footprints and relevant overlays. 

Habitat type 

Northern transmission option (ha) Southern transmission option (ha) 

Total Priority 
vegetation 

overlay 

Waterway 
protection 

overlay 

Total Priority 
vegetation 

overlay 

Waterway 
protection 

overlay 

Native vegetation 63.2 29.3 3.9 48.8 16.1 2.6 

Modified (non-native) 
vegetation 

58.5 

10.7 
(hardwood 
plantation, 

existing 
easement) 

3.6 96.8 

10.9 
(hardwood 
plantation, 

existing 
easement) 

3.0 

Non-eucalypt forest & 
scrub 

0.6 0.6 0 0 0 0 

Dry eucalypt forest 22.5 12.0 3.7 2.2 1.5 0.4 

Wet eucalypt forest 40.1 17.2 0.1 46.6 14.6 2.1 

Mature dry eucalypt 
forest 

13.1 6.5 3.3 0.5 0.4 0.1 

Mature wet eucalypt 
forest 

17.9 10.6  0 7.8 3.5 0.3 

Water  0.3 (Dee 
Lagoon) 

0 0 0.5 0.1 
0.1  

(Nive River) 

There are no known aquatic fauna records in any of the streams crossed by the northern transmission 
option.  

The only known aquatic fauna records (NVA data) of the streams crossed by the southern transmission 
option are of the introduced fish species brown trout (Salmo trutta) and redfin (Perca fluviatilis). 
Therefore, there are no potential impacts to threatened aquatic fauna from either transmission option. 

Potential impacts to fauna and fauna habitat (including threatened fauna) will be mitigated through the 
application of Mitigation Measures described in the Tarraleah Redevelopment Project - Environmental 
Impact Statement (Hydro Tasmania, 2026). These include the measures for threatened fauna described 
in Section 4.3.2 and the following measures: 

¶ All waterway crossings for new or upgraded access tracks will be designed, constructed and 
maintained in accordance with the Forest Practices Authority ς Forest Practices Code 2020 (FPA, 
2020) and the Waterways and Wetlands Manual (DPIPWE, 2003) to minimise potential impacts to 
instream habitat, flow and drainage. 

¶ To mitigate potential impacts to water quality that may affect aquatic fauna and habitat (e.g. 
erosion and sedimentation, introduction of hydrocarbons and other hazardous materials, and 
changes to pH) the following plans will be prepared prior to the commencement of construction 
and implemented during construction: 

o Water Management Plan (including stormwater) 

o Hydrocarbon Management Plan 

o Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (prepared by a suitably qualified professional as defined 
the International Erosions Control Association (IECA) Australasia Position Statement ς 
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Definition of a Suitably Qualified Professional (Nov 2023) in accordance with the principles 
ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ L9/! !ǳǎǘǊŀƭŀǎƛŀΩǎ BPESC document (2008). 

4.3.2 Threatened fauna 

Mature eucalypt forest located within the disturbance footprint of both transmission options is likely to 
provide the most optimal foraging habitat for Tasmanian devils (Sarcophilus harrisii) and spotted-tailed 
quolls (Dasyurus maculatus maculatus).  

Although no known raptor nests are located within the disturbance footprint of either transmission 
option, the construction of the transmission line also has the potential to impact Tasmanian wedge-
tailed eagles and white-bellied sea-eagles nesting in the nearby areas.  

4.3.2.1 Tasmanian devils 

The Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) is listed as endangered under both the EPBC Act and the TSP 
Act. At the home-range scale, Tasmanian devils require shelter (e.g. dense vegetation, hollow logs, 
burrows or caves) and hunting habitat with an open understorey mixed with patches of dense 
vegetation. Suitable maternal denning habitat components for Tasmanian devils include well-drained 
soil that is easily dug, sheltered overhangs such as cliffs, rocky outcrops, knolls, caves and earth banks, 
and log piles with at least one entrance through which a devil could pass. Adults are thought to use the 
same den sites long-term, so den disturbance can have significant implications to devil populations. No 
potential denning features for the Tasmanian devil were found within either transmission option 
disturbance footprint. However, Tasmanian devils may forage over all areas of either transmission 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴΩǎ disturbance footprint.  

Tasmanian devils were detected by motion-triggered camera traps deployed in Eucalyptus tasmaniensis 
dry forest and woodland (DDE) within the northern transmission option disturbance footprint. 

Tasmanian devils were detected by a camera trap deployed within Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and 
woodland on dolerite (DAD) within the southern transmission option disturbance footprint. 
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Figure 4.9: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the western component of the transmission optionΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΦ 
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Figure 4.10: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the central component of the northern transmission option disturbance footprint. 
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Figure 4.11: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the eastern component of the northern transmission option disturbance footprints. 
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Figure 4.12: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the southern transmission option disturbance footprints. 
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Figure 4.13: Mature forest habitat suitable for Tasmanian devils within the southern component of the southern transmission option disturbance footprints.
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Potential impacts of both transmission options relevant to the Tasmanian devil are: 

¶ Modification of foraging habitat due to clearance of native forest and woodland foraging habitat within the 
transmission ƻǇǘƛƻƴΩǎ disturbance footprint, which may change prey availability, noting that of this, 31.0 ha 
in the northern transmission option and 48.8 ha in the southern transmission option are likely to continue 
to be used for foraging when converted to permanent easement. 

¶ Loss of preferred mature forest habitat due to clearance of up to 31 ha of mature eucalypt forest in the 
northern transmission option and up to 8.3 ha of mature eucalypt forest if the southern transmission 
option. 

¶ Potential increase in vehicle strike and roadkill risk associated with increased traffic volume related to 
construction of both transmission options.  

In order to reduce roadkill risk for Tasmanian devils and other native fauna during the construction of the 
transmission line, a Roadkill Management Plan (RkMP) will be prepared. The plan will apply to roads assessed as 
likely to experience a 10% or greater increase in night-time traffic (defined as one hour before sunset to one hour 
after sunrise) due to construction. The plan will follow the Caring for Nature - Reducing Roadkill guidelines (PWS, 
2006) and address elevated risks for threatened species that scavenge on roadkill carcasses (Tasmanian devils, 
spotted-tailed quolls, eastern quolls, and Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagles). Mitigation measures will include:   

¶ Minimising night-time construction traffic where practicable.   

¶ Reducing Project vehicle night-time speed limits by at least 10 km/hr on all roads that are expected to 
experience a 10% or greater increase in night-time traffic volume due to Project construction 

¶ Environmental training for site workers covering threatened species awareness, reporting procedures for 
vehicle strikes and roadkill, and recommended rescue procedures (e.g. reporting to Bonorong Wildlife 
Rescue on 0447 264 625) 

¶ Reporting Project-related vehicle strikes and threatened species roadkill to Hydro Tasmania within 24 hours 

¶ Investigating Project-related threatened species roadkill incidents within three working days 

¶ Installing advisory signs in high-risk areas 

¶ Continuing verge maintenance along Oldina Drive and Butlers Gorge Road to maintain visibility and reduce 
browsing 

¶ Prompt removal of roadkill carcasses along Oldina Drive and Butlers Gorge Road, as soon as safe, to reduce 
scavenger attraction. 

4.3.2.2 Spotted-tailed quolls 

The Tasmanian population of the spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus maculatus) is listed as vulnerable 
under the EPBC Act and as rare under the TSP Act. This species was detected by motion-triggered camera traps 
deployed in Eucalyptus tasmaniensis dry forest and woodland (DDE) within the northern transmission option 
disturbance footprint. Spotted-tailed quoll presence and abundance is most likely to be higher in forests and 
woodlands with mid-storey and understorey cover and old-growth vegetation characteristics. Spotted-tailed quolls 
are thought to avoid plantations, but they are known to use anthropogenic linear features such as power line 
easements (Andersen et al., 2017). 
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Figure 4.14: Mature forest habitat suitable for spotted-tailed quolls within the western component of the transmission option disturbance footprints. 
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Figure 4.15: Mature forest habitat suitable for spotted-tailed quolls within the northern transmission option disturbance footprint. 
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