
Central Highlands Council Minutes   10 December 2024 
 

Page 1 
 

 

 

 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

 

10th December 2024 

Bothwell Council Chambers 

 

 

 

 



Central Highlands Council Minutes   10 December 2024 
 

 
Page 2 

 

 

Notice of Meeting of Council – Tuesday 10th December 2024 

 

To Councillors, 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, Notice is hereby 
given, that an Ordinary Meeting of Central Highlands Council is scheduled to be held in the Council 
Chamber, Bothwell on Tuesday 10th December 2024, commencing at 9.00am with the business of 
the meeting to be in accordance with the following agenda paper.  
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 Part 2, Division 1, 
a notice of the meeting was published on the Council website on 1 August 2024. 
 
General Manager's Certification 
 
PURSUANT to Section 65 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993, I hereby certify, with respect to the 
advice, information and/or recommendation provided for the guidance of Council in this Agenda, that:  
 

A. such advice, information and/or recommendation has been given by a person who has the 
qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice; and  
 

B. where any advice is given by a person who does not have the required qualifications or 
experience, that person has obtained and taken into account the advice from an appropriately 
qualified or experienced person.  

 
Section 65(2) forbids Council from deciding any matter which requires the advice of a qualified person 
without considering that advice.  
 
 
Dated at Hamilton this 5th day of December 2024. 

 
Stephen Mackey 
Acting General Manager 
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The meeting commenced at 9.05 a.m. 

 
 
 

AUDIO RECORDING DISCLAIMER 

As per Regulation 33 (2) (a) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, audio 
recordings of meetings will be made available to Councillors, staff and members of the wider 
community including Government Agencies at no charge and will be made available on Council’s 
website as soon as practicable after each Council Meeting. Unlike Parliament, Council meetings are 
not subject to parliamentary privilege, and both Council and the individual may be liable for comments 
that may be regarded as offensive, derogatory and/or defamatory. 
 
The Mayor advises the meeting and members of the public that Council Meetings, not including Closed 
Sessions, are audio recorded and published on Council’s Website in accordance with Council’s Policy 
2017-50. 
 
The Mayor also advises, that members of the public are not permitted to make audio recordings of 
Council Meetings without prior approval being granted. 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
I acknowledge and pay respect to the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community as the traditional and original 
owners and continuing custodians of this land on which we gather today and acknowledge and pay 
respect to Elders, past, present and emerging. 
 

 

CONDUCT OF COUNCIL MEETING  
 
Central Highlands Council takes safety seriously. We have a duty to ensure that we provide a safe 
workplace for our Employees, Councillors, Contractors and members of the public while present at 
Council's workplaces. 
 
These premises form part of the Council's workplace, and it is expected that everyone who attends 
Council meetings will behave in a polite and respectful manner. People should refrain from using 
offensive or derogatory language or comments and not be aggressive, threatening or speak in a 
hostile manner.  
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1. PRESENT  

 
Mayor L Triffitt; Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 
Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller 
 

 
 

1.1 IN ATTENDANCE  
 

Mr Stephen Mackey (Acting General Manager), Mr Graham Rogers (Manager - Development and 
Environmental Services), Ms Kat Cullen (Community Development Officer) and Mrs Katrina 
Brazendale (Minute Secretary). 

 
1.2 APOLOGIES  

 
Nil 
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2.  CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA 
 
RESOLUTION 01/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner  Seconded: Cr  R Cassidy 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary items not appearing 
on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in accordance with the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council by absolute majority may decide to deal with a matter that 
is not on the agenda if, where the General Manager has reported either:  
 

a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda;  
b) That the matter is urgent; or  
c) That advice of a qualified person has been obtained and taken into account in providing advice 
to Council under Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
21.1 Community Donation Request – Cooper Smythe 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 

 
3. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST BY 

COUNCILLORS AND STAFF 
 
 

3.1 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST  
 

 
PURPOSE 
In accordance with Regulation 8 (7) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
Chairperson requests Councillors to indicate whether they or a close associate have or are likely to have a 
pecuniary interest (any pecuniary or pecuniary detriment) or conflict of interest in any Item of the Agenda. 
 
Nil 
 

 
 

3.2 DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
 
PURPOSE 
Under the Model Code of Conduct made by Order of the Minister responsible for Local Government the 
following will apply to a Councillor –  
 
PART 2 – Conflict of Interest that are not Pecuniary.  
(6) A Councillor who has an actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest in a matter before the Council 
must –  

(a) Declare the conflict of interest and the nature of the interest before discussion on the matter begins; and 
(b) Act in good faith and exercise reasonable judgement to determine whether a reasonable person would 
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consider that the conflict of interest requires the Councillor to remove himself or herself physically from any 
Council discussion and remain out of the room until the matter is decided by the Council. 
 
 

The following declarations were recorded: 
 
Cr Y Miller – CLOSED Session Item 4.3 Employee Contract 
Cr Y Miller – Item 15.2 Community Requests For Usage of Ouse Hall  
Cr Y Miller – Item 15.4 Financial Support for Hall of Industries Upgrade Hamilton Show Grounds 
  
Katrina Brazendale – CLOSED Session Item 4.2 Australia Day Awards 

 

 

4.  MINUTES 
 

4.1  CONFIRMATION OF DRAFT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – 15 
OCTOBER 2024 

 

 
RESOLUTION 02/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr Y Miller Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
 
THAT the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 15 October 2024 be 
confirmed. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 

Attachment – Draft Minutes 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of the report is to confirm the Council Minutes of the previous month. Copies of the 
minutes have been previously circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 

 
4.2  RECEIVAL OF DRAFT OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – 12 

NOVEMBER 2024 
 
RESOLUTION 03/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy Seconded: Cr J Hall 
 

 
THAT the Draft Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 12 November 
2024 be received. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
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Attachment – Draft Minutes 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of the report is to receive the Planning Committee Minutes. Copies of the minutes have 
been previously circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. 

 
 

5. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOP(S) HELD 
 

Nil  
 

 
5.1 FUTURE WORKSHOP(S)  
 
 
PURPOSE  
The purpose of the report is for Councillors to note the Council Workshop date(s).  
 

The proposed next Council Workshop will be held on the following date(s). 
 

• 12th December 2024 

 

6. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 

 

RESOLUTION 04/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT pursuant to Regulation 15 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, 
Council, by an absolute majority, close the meeting to the public to consider the following matters in 
Closed Session: 
 
 
  

Item 
Number 

Matter Outcome 

2.1 
  

Confirmation of the Minutes - 
Closed Session of the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on 19 November 2024. 

Regulation 15 (2)(G) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 – 
information of a personal and confidential nature or 
information provided to Council on the condition it is 
kept confidential.  

4.1 
 

Tender – 1000 Acre Lane Regulation 15 (2)(d) contracts, and tenders, for the 
supply of goods and services and their terms, 
conditions, approval and renewal). 

4.2 
 

Australia Day Awards Regulation 15 (2)(G) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 – 
information of a personal and confidential nature or 
information provided to Council on the condition it is 
kept confidential. 
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4.3 
 

Employment Contract Regulation 15 (2)(G) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 – 
information of a personal and confidential nature or 
information provided to Council on the condition it is 
kept confidential. 
 

 
CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
PURPOSE 
 
Under Regulation 15 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 states that 
at a meeting, a council by absolute majority, or a council committee by simple majority, may close a 
part of the meeting to the public for a reason specified in sub-regulation (2). 
 
As per Regulation 15 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, this motion 
requires an absolute majority. 

 
 

MEETING CLOSED to the public at   9.12 am. 
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7. RE-OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 

Jason Branch, Works & Services Manager and Graham Rogers, Manager DES were in attendance 
when the meeting resumed 
 
The meeting re-opened to the public at 10.00am.  The Mayor again advises, to the meeting and 
members of the public that Council Meetings, not including Closed Sessions, are audio recorded and 
published on Council’s Website.   
 
Members of the public are not permitted to make audio recordings of Council Meetings without prior 
approval being granted. 
 
 

 

8. PUBLIC RELEASE ANNOUNCEMENT(S) 

The Chairperson announced that pursuant to Regulation 15(8)(9) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 and having considered privacy and confidential issues, the Council authorised 
the release to the public of the following discussions, decisions, reports or documents relating to the closed 
meeting: 
 
 

Item 
Number 

Matter Decision  

2.1 
  

Confirmation of the Minutes - 
Closed Session of the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on 19 December 2024. 

THAT the Minutes of the Closed Session of the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 19 November 
2024 be confirmed 

4.1 
 

Tender – 1000 Acre Lane THAT Council accept the tender of AWC PTY LTD 
for stage 4 of Thousand Acre Lane 

4.2 
 

Australia Day Awards THAT the information be noted 

4.3 
 

Employment Contract THAT the information be noted 
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9.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council 
conducts a Public Question Time Forum to enable members of the public to ask question on Council 
related matters.  
 
A period of 15 minutes, if required, will be set aside at the beginning of each Ordinary Council Meeting 
to conduct Public Question Time. If a response to a question cannot be provided at the meeting a 
written response will be provided as soon as practicable. 
 
A member of the public may give written notice to the General Manager, 7 days before a meeting of 
a question to be put to the Meeting.   
 
The Chairman may invite any member of the public present at a meeting to ask questions, without 
notice, relating to activities of the Council, subject to the provisions of Clause 2 below.  
 
1. Once Question Time commences the Chairman will determine the order in which questions are 

heard.  
 

2. Questions may relate to any business of the Council capable of being discussed in the open 
portion of the meeting, and which is not listed as an item for consideration on the Agenda for the 
Council Meeting.  

 
3. Members of the public proposing a question are required to be present at the Council Meeting at 

which their question is to be read. Where a person submits a question for Public Question Time 
but fails to attend the meeting, the question will be treated as general correspondence and a 
written response will be provided at the earliest opportunity.  

 
4. A person asking a question, when called upon by the Chairman is requested to:  

• Stand, 

• State their name and address,  

• Read out their question. 
 

5. The Chairman retains the right to accept or decline questions and to determine if the question is 
to be answered at the meeting by the appropriate Councillor or employee or written down and 
taken on notice. The decision to take the question on notice may also be taken by the Councillor 
or employee to whom the question is directed. Questions taken on notice will be answered at a 
later meeting.  

 
6. The Chairman may rule a question inappropriate, and thus inadmissible if in his or her opinion it 

has already been asked, is unclear, irrelevant, insulting, improper or relates to any matter which 
would normally be discussed in the closed portion of the meeting as defined in the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.  

 
7. Public Question Time forum will be limited to a maximum of 15 minutes in duration and will be 

declared closed following the expiration of the allocated time period, or where all valid questions 
have been dealt with, whichever is the sooner.  

 
8. Each question is to be asked by the proponent who will be allowed a maximum of three minutes 

in which to put the question.  
 

9. The Chairman will not allow any discussion or debate on either the question or the response.  
 

10. Where a person proposes more than one question at any one forum, and there are a number of 
persons wishing to lodge questions, the Chairman may take the questions in such order so as to 
hear as many members of the public as practical during the time allocated.  
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11. The minutes of the Council Meeting will contain a summary of each question asked by members 

of the public and the response given.  
 

12. Public Statements (as opposed to questions) will not be accepted for the reason that statements 
could be considered a form of participation. 

 
Pertaining to any Planning Authority agenda item within this agenda, Council will do so in accordance 
with Council’s Policy 2017-49. 
 
Both the Public Question Time Procedure above and Council’s Policy 2017-49 ‘Public Comment on 
Planning Agenda Items’ will be available for the public to view at the meeting. 
 

Damian Bester – Steve Loring  

 

10.  PETITIONS / DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS 

 

10.1 PETITIONS 

Nil  

 

10.2 DEPUTATIONS 

Nadine Cove will attend the meeting to provide an update on the Highlands Bushfest 2024 

 

10.3 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil 

 

11. NOTICE OF MOTIONS 

PURPOSE 
Under Regulation 16 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relating to 
Motions on Notice. It states the following:  
 
(5)  A Councillor may give to the general manager, at least 7 days before a meeting, give written 

notice of a motion, together with supporting information and reasons, to be included on the 
agenda of that meeting.  
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11.1 NOTICE OF MOTION – CR R CASSIDY 

RESOLUTION 05/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT Council Change the two 100km/h Speed Limit Signs opposite Lodge to 80km/h. Relocate the 
100km/h Speed Limit signs relocated to the straight section of Highland Lakes Road beginning 
approximately South 42.395553 / East 147.058937 (see map).  Request GM and Mayor contact State 
Roads to facilitate these safety initiatives: 
 

CARRIED 7/2 

For the Motion 

Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr D Meacheam and Cr 

Y Miller. 

Against the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt and Cr J Honner 

 

Date of Meeting:  
10 December 2024 

Councillor Name:  
Robert L. Cassidy 

Proposed Motion: Change the two 100km/h Speed Limit Signs opposite Lodge to 
80km/h. Relocate the 100km/h Speed Limit signs relocated to the 
straight section of Highland Lakes Road beginning approximately 
South 42.395553 / East 147.058937 (see map).  Request GM and 
Mayor contact State Roads to facilitate these safety initiatives. 

Background Details: Road Safety: “Speed Kills” 
 
Between Bagdad and the Pontville Roundabout, the Midland 
Highway is 14.0m wide, to include two sealed shoulders 2.0m wide, 
a 3.0m wide centre turning lane, plus two 3.5m wide traffic lanes 
(northbound and southbound) . . . All of the entrances to residential 
properties, paddocks, two service stations, infrastructure facilities 
and a school necessitated a speed limit reduction from 100km/h to 
80km/h 
 
Bothwell’s Patrick Street/Highland Lakes Road (A5) is approximately 
a 6.0m wide sealed road surface. 
 
East of the Bothwell District School, the speed limit is 60km/h and 
jumps to 100km/h in approximately, with no transition speed, where 
I have observed vehicles aggressively accelerating or aggressively 
accelerating to pass a slower vehicle, creating loud engine/exhaust 
nuisance noise and a potential safety risk to any westbound 
oncoming vehicles, including the School Bus and two more 
properties on the North side of entering Patrick Street/Highland 
Lakes Road, beyond the 100km/h side.  For further consideration, 
there are young children who walk and bicycle between the house(s) 
aforementioned.  Please refer to the attached photos. This will serve 
to enhance road safety for traffic and pedestrians, by reducing 
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speed to the East of the Bothwell Tip entrance and the curves in the 
vicinity of “Pub With No Beer” to 80km/h.  

Signature:  

Date: 21 November 2024 
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11.2 NOTICE OF MOTION – CR J HALL AND CR D MEACHEAM 

 

RESOLUTION 06/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Hall Seconded: Cr D Meacheam 
 
THAT Council as a matter of urgency act to hasten the replacement of the Waddamana bridge 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 

Date of Meeting: December 10, 2024 

Councillor Names: John Hall, David Meacheam 

Proposed Motion: That Council as a matter of urgency act to hasten the replacement of 
the Waddamana bridge  

Background Details: On Monday, December 3, we met with state MP Jen Butler and 
about a dozen local landholders and businessmen at the site of the 
collapsed Waddamana bridge. All present expressed their frustration 
at the slow progress towards the replacement of the Waddamana 
bridge. On a day-to-day basis numerous workers go from the 
Waddamana village to the Cattle Hill windfarm. They, and all local 
landholders, have to cope with the probability that for 42 days a 
year they will not be able to make the ford crossing. It has been 
proposed to add additional culverts to the concrete crossing. The 
view of those presence was that this is unlikely to substantially 
lessen the number of days that the ford will be usable 

Signature: John Hall, David Meacheam 
 

Date: 03/12/24 
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO THE LAND USE 
PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND 
USE PLANNING SCHEME 

Nil 
 
 

 

13. ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING RESUMED 

Not Required 
 
 

14. MONTHLY MAYORAL AND ELECTED MEMBERS ACTIVITY 

 

RESOLUTION 07/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner  Seconded: Cr  Y Miller 
 
THAT the Council notes the Mayoral and Elected Members Activities. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
IMPLICATIONS AND FINANCIALS 
 

Strategic Plan 6.2 Ensure that Council members have the resources 
and skills development opportunities to effectively fulfil 
their responsibilities 

Council Policy   
  

Councillor Code of Conduct Policy 

Legislative Context  Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulations 2015   
Local Government (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2024 

Consultation  
  

The community and stakeholders. 

Impact on Budget/Resources 
  

Not applicable. 

Risk 
  

Allocations for Councillor Conference attendance are 
included in the operational budget. 

 
 
PURPOSE  
 
This report aims to provide an overview of the Mayor and Elected Member’s monthly activities.  
 
BACKGROUND  
The Mayor and Elected members can provide an activity report each month summarising any civic 
events they attend.  
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DISCUSSION  
The Mayor and Elected Members represent the council at public and civic events and are the political 
interface between other bodies, governments, and the Council. In accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993, the Mayor is designated as the spokesperson for the Council as well as a 
representative for the Council on regional organisations and at intergovernmental forums at regional, 
state, and federal levels. Reports below are provided outside the general functions of a Councillor, 
whereby Councillors meet with ratepayers and attend workshops. 
 
Mayor Loueen Triffitt 
18 November 2024 Bushfest Interview 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
20 November 2024 LGAT Mayors & Deputy Mayors Meeting 
21 November 2024 LGAT General Meeting 
23 November 2024 Highlands Bushfest 
24 November 2024 Highlands Bushfest 
27 November 2024 ILU Inspections Ouse & Bothwell 
2 December 2024 Australia Day Meeting 
3 December 2024 Bothwell District High School Awards Assembly 
 

• Business of Council x 5 

• Ratepayer and community members – communications x 0 

• Elected Members - communications x 2  

• Council Management communications x 5  

 

Deputy Mayor J Allwright 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
20 November 2024 LGAT Mayors & Deputy Mayors Meeting 
21 November 2024 LGAT General Meeting 
9 December 2024 Audit Panel Meeting (Hamilton) 
 

Cr A Archer 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
 

Cr A Bailey 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
2 December 2024 Australia Day Meeting 
 

Cr R Cassidy 
12 November 2024 Planning Meeting (Bothwell) 
12 November 2024 Workshop (Bothwell) 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
23 November 2024 Highlands Bushfest 
24 November 2024 Highlands Bushfest 
 
Cr J Hall 
13 November 2024 Camera Surveillance Early warning fire protection (Bothwell Fire Station) 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
23 November 2024 Highlands Bushfest 
24 November 2024 Highlands Bushfest 
27 November 2024  Bush Watch Meeting (Gretna) 
 

Cr J Honner 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
 
Cr D Meacheam 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
3 December 2024  Meeting with MP Jen Butler at Waddamana 
9 December 2024 Audit Panel Meeting (Hamilton) 
 

Cr Y Miller 
19 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting (Bothwell) 
2 December 2024 Australia Day Meeting 
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – COMMUNITY WELL-
BEING)   

Build capacity to enhance community spirit and sense of wellbeing 
 
1.1 Continue to upgrade existing public open spaces and sporting facilities and encourage 

community use 
 

 1.2 Advocate for improved health, education, transport and other government and non-
government services within the Central Highlands 
 

 1.3 Continue to strengthen partnerships will all tiers of government 
 

 1.4 Support and encourage social and community events within the Central Highlands 
 

 1.5 Provide support to community organisations and groups 
 

 1.6 Foster and develop an inclusive and engaged community with a strong sense of ownership 
of its area 
 

1.7 Foster and support youth activities in the Central Highlands 

 

  

 
15.1 HEALTH AND WELLBEING PLAN 2020-2025 – MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT 
 

 
RESOLUTION 08/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner  Seconded: Cr  Y Miller 
 
THAT the Health and Wellbeing report be received. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
REPORT BY Kat Cullen, Community Development Officer 
 
BACKGROUND 
The following activities were performed during October and November 2024. 
 
Grants and funding  
Completed collaborative grant application with B. Harback – establishment of new change rooms at 
Gretna Cricket Club via Federal Growing Regions Grant.  
 
Completed two collaborative State Government Response and Recovery grant application with K. 
Brazendale for equipment to support communities during and following an emergency event – 1: 
supporting isolated communities grant and 2: supporting recovery centres.  
 
Completed activities as part of assessment panel for Cattle Hill Community Grant. Assessment 
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meeting held 4 October. Outcomes to be announced by end of year.  
 
Health and Wellbeing  
Ouse Community Health Centre  
Commenced meetings with Primary Health Tas to discuss their recent federally funded Innovative 
Models of Care project at Ouse over next for three years. As part of support for this, meetings have 
also been held with Corumbene Rural Health, and Tas Health Service.  
 
HATCH collaboration 
Support for HATCH mental health week event at Ouse Hall. Well attended community event, which 
included BlazeAid volunteers.  
 
Delivery of presentation “Community Development in the Central Highlands” during a workshop to 
upskill members working towards establishing a Neighbourhood House in Ouse.  
 
Community Engagement and Communication 
Assisted with engagement and for these Council and external events and projects:  

- Structure Plan draft consultation  
- Australia Day Awards  
- BlazeAid volunteer program 
- Weasel Plains Solar farm proposal consultation  
- Telstra Bus visit – Bothwell  
- Government Services Bus Visit – Bothwell and Ouse  
- State Roads Lyell Highway strategic planning consultation 
- HydroTas Community Day 

 
Children and young people  
Communities for Children  
Completed activities as part of role in C4C steering committee. Ongoing engagement of Bothwell 
school students in “Roving Reporter” project which will see local young people interviewing people 
during Bush Fest. This is part of a wider strategic project aimed at capturing the voices, needs, and 
aspirations of young people locally.  
 
Playgroup  
Continued support of Bothwell Community Playgroup each week at the Bothwell Football Club.  
 
Community training  
License training  
Ongoing coordination of free driver training for locals through RACT, which has been funded through 
a Cattle Hill Grant. The first of 51 lessons will be shortly delivered in Bothwell to school students, and 
promotion of program across LGA will follow.  
 
Disability support 
Ongoing support of NDIS funded pre-employment training course for locals at Ouse, with the aim of 
increasing disability services, and employment opportunities locally.  

 
Keep Australia Beautiful Awards  
Facilitation of nomination and site visit of Great Lake Community centre to be nominated for KABs 
sustainable community award.  

 
Communications  
Administration of Council’s facebook page.  
Progressing update to new Residents Guide.  
Assist in new public noticeboards at Gretna and Ellendale, including community consultation.  
Bi-monthly email update about grants, events, opportunities sent to local community groups  
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Council facility activation 
Ouse Hall 
There have several community ideas put forward for increased use of the Ouse Community Hall. 
Feasible suggestions being considered and will be put forward to Council.  
 
Liaison with new Ellendale Hall Committee.  
Coordination of Cattle Hill Grant-funded shade structure install at Ouse Recreation Ground.  
 
Council Grants  
Administration of Council Grants and student bursary program. An updated draft of new version of the 
community grants application and guidelines will be included with next report.  
 
Additional meetings attended  
LGAT Health and Wellbeing Network meeting.  
Municipal Emergency Management committee meeting  
Southern Emergency Management committee meeting 
LGAT Measuring What matters in Community Development workshop 
 

 
Cr Y Miller declared an interest and left the meeting at 10.29 a.m. 

 
15.2 COMMUNITY REQUESTS FOR USAGE OF OUSE HALL  
 
 
RESOLUTION 09/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner  Seconded: Cr  R Cassidy 
 
 

1. THAT Council grant Ouse Table Tennis Club a one-year hire agreement, without cost, and in 
accordance with Policy No. 2013-02 USE OF COUNCIL HALLS, including provisions made 
for third party and Council use.  

 
 

2. THAT Council grant Health Action Team Central Highlands a one-year hire agreement, 
without cost, and in accordance with Policy No. 2013-02 USE OF COUNCIL HALLS, 
including provisions made for third party and Council use.  

 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner and Cr D Meacheam. 

 
REPORT BY Kat Cullen, Community Development Officer 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

1. Request from Ouse Table Tennis Association 

Ouse Table Tennis Club established two years ago, and have grown into a popular local group, 
with up to 12 people attending their practice nights. They are an affiliated club with Table Tennis 
Tasmania and have their own public liability insurance.  The Club does not charge for playing, 
and relies on donations, and in-kind support.  
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They are currently based at the Ouse School; however, the club has no assurances with long-term 

use of this building. With the Ouse Hall being refurbished, and after viewing it recently, they have 

requested to use this as their base.  

 

The Club meets regularly Tuesday mornings and Wednesday nights, and irregularly Saturday and 

Sunday nights. They have four tables, which they would prefer to leave standing, but they are 

willing to pack up at Council’s request. They are happy to share with the exercise class – please 

see below request.  

 

2. Request from HATCH Exercise Classes 

HATCH currently run well attended exercise and yoga classes every Tuesday at the Ouse 
School. HATCH have their own public liability insurance, and the exercise and yoga instructors 
have insurance for their activities. They have requested to hold their classes in the Ouse Hall. 

They have requested for their large equipment (stationary bikes, treadmill) be set up alongside 
the Hall, to be moved and stored in a side room when the Hall is required for other activities. 
Other equipment (e.g. dumbbells / steps / mats) can be stored in room off the main Hall, with 
HATCH to organise a suitable storage method agreed by Council.  

HATCH is aware that the Ouse Table Tennis Club would also like to set up their tables in the 
Hall. The two groups have agreed that they will work together regarding use of Hall. 

 

 
Cr Y Miller returned to the meeting at 10.34 a.m. 
 

15.3 DONATION – HOBART WORLD FESTICAL OF MAGIC 

 
RESOLUTION 10/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy  Seconded: Cr  J Honner 
 
THAT Council contribute $280 to the Rotary Club of Tasmania for the 2024 Hobart Annual Magic 
Show.  
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
REPORT BY Kat Cullen, Community Development Officer 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
I'm delighted to introduce, hosted by The Rotary Club of Hobart Inc have requested that Council 
support the 2024 Hobart World Festival of Magic. Featuring Australian performers, this event will be 
performed at the Federation Concert Hall, and live streamed for those who cannot attend.  
 
Council contributed $280 towards this event in 2023, which is the cost of two tickets.  
 
Attachment - sponsorship letter.  
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Cr Y Miller declared an interest and left the meeting at 10.34 a.m. 

 
15.4 FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR HALL OF INDUSTRIES UPGRADE HAMILTON 

SHOW GROUNDS 
 

RESOLUTION 11/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr J Honner  Seconded: Cr  A Bailey 
 
That council advise the Hamilton Agricultural Show Society that if they are successful in their 
application for grant funding for the upgrade of the Hall of Industries building at the Hamilton Show 
Grounds, council will meet the shortfall of $2,100. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner and Cr D Meacheam. 

 
REPORT BY Stephen Mackey, Acting General Manager 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Funds will be utilised to regenerate Hamilton Show’s Hall of industries building which is a classic 
timber shed. It is structurally sound but has detreated over the years and needs a small amount of 
work. These are as follows: 
 

1) Structural works of a minor nature to preserve it for the future. 

2) Removal of trip hazards and other works to meet current safety standards. 

3) Refreshing the interior to enhance amenity. 

 

The alternative would be to replace the shed with a new steel shed, which would be vastly more 
expensive and lose a classic piece of mid-20th century bush architecture. 
 
The current hall of industries is a beautiful old building but has deteriorated to the point where it may 
pose a safety risk. It either needs to be replaced or repaired. 
The Hamilton Show Committee has sought quotes for a new steel shed to replace the hall of industries. 
Quotes range from$ 65,000 to $75,000 for materials, and we are advised we should budget the same 
again for a concrete slab and the same again for construction, if this was the chosen option the spend 
would be in the order of $200,000  
 
Our much-preferred course of action is to regenerate the existing structure, in line with our philosophy 
of being sustainable and make the best possible use of the existing asset. We propose engaging a 
Hamilton local Maintenance contractor to do the refurbishment work to ensure the funds stay in the 
community. If we take the preferred option, we will spend $22,000 and preserve a piece of Central 
Highlands history to be admired by future local and urban patrons. 
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND FACILITIES 

 

 Manage Council’s physical assets in an efficient and effective manner  

2.1 Develop and implement a 10 year Asset Management Plan for all classes of assets 
 

2.2 Continue to lobby at regional and state levels to improve transport and infrastructure 
 

2.3 Seek external funding to assist with upgrading of existing infrastructure and funding of new 
infrastructure and facilities 
 

2.4 Ensure that the standard of existing assets and services are maintained in a cost effective 
manner 

  

Cr Y Miller returned to the meeting at 10.35 a.m. 

 
 

 
16.1 WORKS & SERVICES MONTHLY REPORT – NOVEMBER 2024 
 

RESOLUTION 12/12.2024/C 
 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
THAT the Works & Services monthly report for October 2024 be received. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
REPORT BY Jason Branch, Works & Services Manager 
 
BACKGROUND 
The following activities were performed during November 2024 by Works & Services – 
  

  

Grading & Sheeting 
 

Wash out section of Gowen Brea Road 

Maintenance Grading  
 

Dennistoun Road 

Potholing / shouldering Interlaken Road, Wihareja Road, Victoria Valley Road, 
Browns Marsh Road, Bronte Lagoon Road 
 

Spraying: 
 

Roadside Spraying 
Hollow Tree Road 
Ellendale Road 
Mark Tree Road 
Victoria Valley Road 
Dennistoun Road 
Tor Hill Road 
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Culverts / Drainage: 
 

Repair squashed storm water pipe Ellendale 
 

Occupational Health and 
safety 
 

• Monthly Toolbox Meetings 

• Day to day JSA and daily prestart check lists 
completed. 

• Monthly workplace inspections completed. 

• Playground inspections 
 

Bridges:  

Refuse / recycling sites:  
 

Cover Hamilton Tip twice weekly 
 

Other: 
 

Replace stolen signs Hollow Tree Road 
Set up and pack up for Bushfest 
Replace give way sign Thousand Acre Lane 
Replace Dawson Road sign 
Bulky rubbish run 
Clean Miena waste transfer station  
Clean Bothwell waste transfer station 
Install new swings and chains, Bothwell, Ouse and 
Hamilton parks 
Repair defects Hollow Tree and Dennistoun Roads 
Upgrade soft fall area Queens Park Bothwell 
Stabilization works Hollow Tree Road 
Replace stolen taps and shower Hamilton toilets 
Vegetation removal Thousand Acre Lane 
Remove fallen tree Woodwards Bay Road 
Nursery Expansion earthworks 
 

Slashing: 
 

Victoria Valley Road 
Lanes Tier Road 
 

Municipal Town Maintenance: 
 

Collection of town rubbish twice weekly 
Maintenance of parks, cemetery, recreation ground 
and Caravan Park. 
Cleaning of public toilets, gutters, drains and footpaths. 
Collection of rubbish twice weekly 
Cleaning of toilets and public facilities 
General maintenance 
Mowing of towns and parks 
Town Drainage 
  

Buildings: 
 

 

Plant: 
 

PM687 Western Star truck tyre rotation 
PM717 Dog trailer new tyres and tyre rotation 
PM756 Kenworth truck service 
PM801 John Deer mower, replace tyres 
PM705 Mack truck water pump replacement 
PM841 Toyota Hilux serviced 
PM824 Toyota Hilux side lifter repairs 
Pressure washer new battery 
PM676 Kobelco excavator new batteries 
 

Private Works: 
 

Mathew Mayne gravel 
Bev Armstrong mowing 
Compass Agri Australia, slashing 
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Annalea Beatie gravel delivery 
Jones River Pty Ltd-slashing 
John Webb gravel 
Tony Sutcliffe gravel 
Gayleen McCartherty mowing 
Nathan Lovell dry hire spray unit 
Wetheron Pastrol grading 
David Eccles water delivery. 

Casuals Toilets, rubbish and Hobart 
Hamilton general duties 

Program for next 4 weeks 
 

Christmas break 
Preparation Thousand Acre Lane 
Cramps Bay junction 
Backhoe replacement 

 

 

16.2   POLICY NO. 2015-39 GRADING OF SNOW OFF COUNCIL ROADS POLICY 

 

RESOLUTION 13/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr D Meacheam 
 
THAT Council adopt Policy No 2015-39 Grading Of Snow Off Council Roads Policy 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
IMPLICATIONS AND FINANCIALS 
 

Strategic Plan 2.4 Ensure that the standard of existing assets and 
services are maintained in a cost effective manner. 

Council Policy   
  

Policy No. 2015-39 Grading of snow off Council roads  

Legislative Context  Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (Highways) Act 1982 
 

Consultation  
  

Council’s Senior Management Team 

Impact on Budget/Resources 
  

May have an impact on the Council approved roads 
maintenance budget, as additional resources maybe 
required to meet the increased service level with the 
draft grading of snow off Council roads policy. 

Risk 
  

Council will only grade snow off municipal roads during 
normal working hours only if the relevant State road 
access is open and if it does not pose a safety risk for 
Council staff and equipment 
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REPORT BY Jason Branch, Works and Service Manager 
 
Attachments - Policy No 2015-39 Grading Of Snow Off Council Roads Policy (DRAFT)  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The previous Grading of Snow Off Council Roads Policy was approved by Council in September 2020 

and the intent of this revised policy is to review any required changes. The policy outlines Council’s 

commitment to determine when it is appropriate for Council to grade snow off municipal roads 

maintained by Council. 

Council will only grade snow off municipal roads during normal working hours only if the relevant State 

road access is open and if it does not pose a safety risk for Council staff and equipment; and one of 

the following criteria is met: 

• if there is a medical emergency – a medical emergency is defined as a situation where a 

person is required to have immediate medical attention; or 

• in exceptional circumstances where snow levels reach a depth in excess of 30 centimetres  

and remains after 24 hours; and the road is deemed by Tasmania police to be impassable by 

four wheel drive vehicles. 

Where there is a medical emergency outside of council working hours, Ambulance Tasmania and/or 

Tasmania Police may request assistance by contacting Council’s Works & Services Manager or 

Central Highlands Emergency Management Coordinator, who are authorised to provide that 

assistance. 

At the 19 November Council Meeting, Council agreed to the following: 
 

RESOLUTION 13/11.2024/C 
 
AMENDMENT BECAME THE MOTION  

 
Moved: Cr R Cassidy Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT this item be deferred until the December ordinary meeting of Council. 

 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt; Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J 

Hall; Cr J Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
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16.3 SILVER PLAINS ROAD INTERLAKEN 

RESOLUTION 14/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Deputy Mayor J Allwright  
 
THAT Council invite representative from the Inland Fisheries Service to the Council workshop in 

January 2025 to discuss options for the future management of Silver Plains. 

 
CARRIED  8/1 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J Honner; Cr D 

Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

Against the Motion 

Cr A Archer 

 
REPORT BY Stephen Mackey, Acting General Manager 
 

DISCUSSION 

At the Council meeting on the 17th February 2009 Mayor D E Flint asked if there has been any progress 

on Silver Plains Road. 

The Manager of Developmental Services advised that the original lease agreement back in 1994 was 

never activated but Dobson Mitchel and Allport advised that if Council is maintaining the road, then it 

should remain as an open public road. 

The manager of Developmental an Environmental Services asked Council how much research they 

want Dobson Mitchell and Allport to do on Silver Plains Road. The Manager of Development and 

environmental Services asked with regard to the camping ground as to whether it is going to be made 

available for the public to use. 

The General Manager said that there was an agreement that the costs be 50/50 between Inland 

Fisheries and Council. 

Clr Herbert suggested that Council talk to the property owners about allowing fishermen to access the 

area during the fishing season. 

The Manager of Development and Environmental Services suggested that a letter be sent to Mr P 

Downie to arrange a meeting regarding Silver Plains Road. 

At the Council Meeting 17th March 2009 

Clr R G Bowden advised that the gate should be opened during the fishing season which was agreed 

by the Minister and that the road maintenance is to be done on a 50/50 basis. 

The General Manager advised that the Agreement for Silver Plains Road is null-in-void. 

The Manager of Development and Environmental Services also said that the ratepayers advised that 

Mr Downie is actually looking at moving the road, which means that the access road to their property 

may only be a track, so they have asked if Council can acquire the road. 
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The Manager of Works and Services advised that there has been works done on this road for the 

amount of $10,000 this financial year. The General Manager advised that Inland Fisheries had paid 

$5,000 towards these works. 

Clr R G Bowden advised that it is an existing use, and that he is astounded that the Minister and Inland 

Fisheries would not allow an agreement to go ahead. 

The General Manager asked if the agreement has any mention of the road being a reserve. 

Mayor D E Flint said that a meeting needs to be arranged with Mr Downie, General Manager and the 

Manager of Development and Environmental Services. 

The Manager of Development and Environmental Services advised that Council s Lawyers advised 

that is classified as a private road. 

Clr R G Bowden Saud that he was astounded that there was no mention of access to the ratepayers 

on their titles. 

At the Council Meeting 21st April 2009 Public Question Time 

Mr Hazelwood said that he would like to address Council on the locked gate at Silver Plains Road. 

The Manager of Development and Environmental Services advised that it is his understanding that 

the road is a private road, and that after discussions at the last Council Meeting a letter had been sent 

to Mr Peter Downie requesting a meeting to discuss this matter, but to date he has not responded. 

Mr Hazelwood said that this road has also been locked by Gunns Limited. 

Clr R G Bowden advised that this road has been maintained by Council for many years. 

Clr L Burke said that there was $10,000 spent on maintenance of this road this financial year. 

Clr R G Bowden asked if there was any other legal access tio Mr Hazelwood’s property. 

Mr Hazelwood said no, this is the only access. 

Clr A J Downie said that there should be a right of way showing on the Interlaken title, and asked Mr 

Hazelwood if he still gets access to Silver Plains Road. 

Mr Hazelwood said yes, we still have access and handed Mayor D E Flint a letter from Crown Law 

regarding Silver Plains Road. 

The Manager of Development and Environmental Services asked Mr and Mrs Hazelwood if their 

proposal is for Council to take possession of the road? 

Mr Hazelwood said that is what he was requesting from Council. 

Council Meeting 19th May 2009 Public Question Time 

Mr Hazelwood asked if Council had contacted Mr Peter Downie over the locking of the gate on Silver 

Plains Road. 

The Manager of Development and Environmental Services said that he had spoken to Mr Peter 

Downie on the telephone regarding the concerns of Mr and Mrs Hazelwood and that Mr Downie 

advised that he contact the Hazelwood’s in person. 
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The Manager of Development and Environmental Services said that on the titles Silver Plains Road 

shows as a reserved road and that if Council gets legal advice, we may be able to take possession of 

the road. 

The following motion was carried at the meeting 

That Council seek legal advice to take possession of Silver Plains Road on the basis that Council 

have done the maintenance of this road. 

Clr R G Bowden said that years ago that Silver Plains Road was opened during the fishing season 

but locked the remainder of the year. 

Clr G Herbert said that Council should try and negotiate this with Mr Downie. 

The Manager Development and Environmental Services said that a decision needs to be made as 

this road actually goes through 3 titles and that a decision needs to be made on the camping ground 

as well as to who will look after it. 

Clr Herbert said that he would discuss the issue of the camping ground at the next Recreational Lakes 

Committee meeting. 

Clr J M Monks said that back in the early seventies Solver Plains Road was maintained by Council. 

Ordinary Meeting of Council 21st July 2009 

Moved Clr G Herbert   Seconded Clr L A Burke 

That Council claims Silver Plains Road as a Municipal Road and That council will remove all locked 

gates. 

        Carried 

Ordinary meeting 18th August 2009 

Business Arising 

10.11 Michael Williams Works and Services Manager reported on Silver Plains Road – Letter has 

been sent to all property owners from the road. 

Ordinary Meeting 15 September 2009 

Status Report 

314 Silver Plains Road – Gates still unlocked no complaints. 

Ordinary Meeting 8 December 2009 

Status Report 

Remove item 314 – Silver Plains Road 

Ordinary Meeting 19 October 2010 

Business Arising 

Silver Plains Road- That Council keep maintaining Silver Plains Road. 

Letter 6th  August 2012 

MacGregor Enterprises P/L - Property Development Consultants 
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Re: Silver Plains Road, Interlaken 

The Tasmanian Land Conservancy has engaged my services to assist with the development of a 

Management Plans for their Silver Plains Property at Interlaken. 

Access to the property is achieved via the Silver Plains Road, as shown on the attached copy of 

Survey Plan P43771. 

We are unsure as to the legal status of the Silver Plains Road and seek your advice as to Whether it 

is a Council Road. 

Council’s response to this letter is as follows: 

Council is in receipt of your letter of the 8th  August 2012 regarding Silver Plains Road, and I apologise 

for the lengthy delay in responding. 

The status of Silver Plains Road was discussed at an ordinary meeting of Council held on Tuesday 

12th July 2009 and following resolution was passed: 

THAT Council claims Silver Plains Road as a Municipal Road, and that Council will remove all locks 

on gates. 

A letter was sent to all property owners along this road following the July Council Meeting and at an 

ordinary meeting of Council held on 19th October 2010 it was discussed in Business Arising and noted 

that Council would keep maintaining Silver Plains Road. 

Council is aware that the gate is currently locked due to the lake being closed to fishing because of 

the Carp but under normal circumstances the gates are to remain unlocked during the fishing season. 

I hope this clarifies the status of Silver Plains Road. 

Inland Fisheries Service wrote to Council on the 13th November 2024 advising as follows: 

Prior to the discovery of European carp in Lake Sorell in 1995, Silver Plains was a popular area for 

anglers to access the lake. Silver Plains was managed under a deed between the Parks and Wildlife 

Service, Central Highlands Council and the private landowners. 

Due the successful eradication of carp, and positive signs of a recovering fishery in Lake Sorell, the 

Inland Fisheries Service (IFS) has started exploring options to restore public access to Silver Plain. 

To this end, the IFS has had discussions with the owner of Silver Plains (Tasmanian Land 

Conservancy), and the owner of Interlaken Estate (Peter Downie0 regarding options for future access 

and management of the site. 

Access to Silver Plains Road is Currently controlled by a locked gate at the intersection with the C527. 

Access is only provided to the keyholders. 

The IFS is seeking advice from Central Highlands Council as to the legal status of Silver Plains Road. 

At the Council meeting of 21st July 2009, a motion was passed ‘That Council claims Silver Plains Road 

as a Municipal Road and that Council will remove all locks on gates. 

When the status of the road is confirmed, we would like to meet with Council to discuss options for 

the future management of Silver Plains. 

The map of the Silver Plains Area shows that the road in question is owned by Council and that its 

length is approximately 1.914 Klms. 
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – FINANCIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY 

 

Manage Council’s finances and assets to ensure long term viability and sustainability 

of Council 

 3.1 Manage finances and assets in a transparent way to allow the maximisation of resources to 

provide efficient and consistent delivery of services 

 3.2 Review annually, Councils Long Term Financial Management Plan and Council’s Long 

Term Asset Management Plan 

 3.3 Where efficiency gains can be identified, resource share services with other local 

government councils 

 3.4 Endeavour to, and continue to lobby for, an increase in the level of grant income 

 3.5 Encourage development to expand Council’s rate base 

 3.6 Identify revenue streams that could complement/substitute for existing resources 

 3.7 Develop and maintain sound risk management processes 

 

17.1  MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT TO 30 NOVEMBER 2024 

 

RESOLUTION 15/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr Y Miller Seconded: Cr J Honner 
  

THAT the Monthly Finance Report to 30 November 2024 be received. 
CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
IMPLICATIONS AND FINANCIALS 
 

Strategic Plan 3.1 Manage finances and assets in a transparent way to 
allow the maximisation of resources to provide efficient 
and consistent delivery of services  

Council Policy   
  

Not applicable 

Legislative Context  The council’s decision-making is under the provisions of 
the Local Government Act 1993, and the report details 
the basis for the recommendation 

Consultation  
  

The financial statements form part of the public record 
within the Council minutes 

Impact on Budget/Resources 
  

As attached 
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Risk 
  

The council must ensure that it meets its financial 
obligations. This report captures the ongoing financial 
performance 

 
 
REPORT BY  
Zeeshan Tauqeer, Accountant 
 

BACKGROUND 
The following Finance reports are tabled for period ending 30 November 2024. 
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18. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

 

Encourage responsible management of the natural resources and assets in the 

Central Highlands. 

4.1 Continue to fund and support the Derwent Catchment Project 

4.2 Continue with existing waste minimisation and recycling opportunities 

4.3 Promote the reduce, reuse, recycle, recover message 

4.4 Continue the program of weed reduction in the Central Highlands 

4.5 Ensure the Central Highlands Emergency Management Plan is reviewed regularly to enable 

preparedness for natural events and emergencies 

4.6 Strive to provide a clean and healthy environment 

4.7 Support and assist practical programs that address existing environmental problems and 

improve the environment 

  

18.1  DERWENT CATCHMENT PROJECT 
 
 
RESOLUTION 16/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner  Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
 

THAT the Derwent Catchment Project Report for November 2024 be received. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 41 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 42 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 43 
 

 

 
 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 44 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 45 
 

 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 46 
 

 
  



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

 Page 47 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 48 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 49 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 50 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 51 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

 Page 52 
 

 
19. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Encourage economic viability within the municipality 
 
5.1 Encourage expansion in the business sector and opening of new market opportunities 

5.2 Support the implementation of the Southern Highlands Irrigation Scheme 

5.3 Continue with the Highlands Tasmania and Bushfest branding 

5.4 Encourage the establishment of alternative industries to support job creation and increase 

permanent residents 

5.5 Promote our area’s tourism opportunities, destinations and events 

5.6 Support existing businesses to continue to grow and prosper 

5.7 Develop partnerships with State Government, industry and regional bodies to promote 

economic and employment opportunities 

5.8 Work with the community to further develop tourism in the area 

 

 

19.1  DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  

RESOLUTION 17/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT the Development & Environmental Services Report be received. 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 
REPORT BY Graham Rogers, Manager DES 
 

PLANNING PERMITS ISSUED UNDER DELEGATION 
 
The following planning permits have been issued under delegation during the past month. 
 
PERMITTED 
 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2024/58  D P R Super Fund 106 Jones Road, Miena Visitor Accommodation 

 
 
 



Central Highlands Council Agenda   10 December 2024 
 

Page 53 
 

DISCRETIONARY 
 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2024/46 Charlie Ellis 
Architecture 

16 & 18 Alexander Street, 
Bothwell 

Alterations & Additions to 
Dwellings in Bothwell 
Heritage Precinct 

2024/45 R H Architecture 60 Basils Road, Pelham Single Dwelling & 
Removal of Vegetation in 
Priority Vegetation Overlay 

2024/50 J Dunn 485 Rockmount Road, 
Ellendale 

Five (5) Storage 
Outbuildings Ancillary to 
Meadowbank Water Ski 
Club 

 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
Total Number of Dogs Registered in 2023/2024 Financial Year – 998 
Total Number of Kennel Licences Issued for 2023/2024 Financial Year – 29 
 
2024/2025 Dog Registration Renewal have been issued and were due by 31 July 2024.  
 

Statistics as of 03 December 2024 

Number of Dogs Impounded during last month 1 

Number of Dogs Currently Registered 923 

Number of Dogs Pending Re-Registration 11 

Number of Kennel Licence Renewals  33 
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20. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – GOVERNANCE AND 
LEADERSHIP 

Provide governance and leadership in an open,  transparent, accountable and 

responsible manner in the best interests of our community  

6.1 Ensure Council fulfils its legislative and governance responsibilities and its decision making 

is supported by sustainable policies and procedures 

6.2 Ensure that Council members have the resources and skills development opportunities to 

effectively fulfil their responsibilities 

6.3 Ensure appropriate management of risk associated with Council’s operations and activities 

6.4 Provide a supportive culture that promotes the well-being of staff and encourages staff 

development and continuous learning 

6.5 Provide advocacy on behalf of the community and actively engage government and other 

organisations in the pursuit of community priorities 

6.6 Consider Council’s strategic direction in relation to resource sharing with neighbouring 

councils and opportunities for mutual benefitp 

6.7 Support and encourage community participation and engagement 

6.8 Ensure that customers receive quality responses that are prompt, accurate and fair 

6.9 Council decision making will be always made in open council except where legislative or 

legal requirements determine otherwise. 

 

20.1 POLICY NO. 2013-14 MANUAL HANDLING POLICY 

  

RESOLUTION 18/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT Council adopt Policy No 2013- 14 Manual Handling Policy. 
 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
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IMPLICATIONS AND FINANCIALS 
 

Strategic Plan 6.1 Ensure Council fulfils its legislative and governance 
responsibilities and its decision making is supported by 
sustainable policies and procedures 

Council Policy   
  

Policy No 2014-24 Work Health & Safety Policy 
Policy No. 2013-14 Manual Handling Policy 

Legislative Context  Local Government Act 1993 
Work Health and Safety Act 2012 

Consultation  
  

Council’s Senior Management Team 

Impact on Budget/Resources 
  

As per Council’s approved budget 

Risk 
  

The council must ensure that it meets its legislative and 
governance responsibilities as per the Local 
Government Act 1993 and Work Health and Safety Act 
2012. 

 

REPORT BY Jason Branch, Works and Service Manager 
 
Attachments - Policy No 2013-14 Manual Handling Policy (DRAFT)  

 
BACKGROUND 
The previous Manual Handling Policy was approved by Council in September 2021. 

Central Highlands Council has a responsibility to provide, as far as reasonably practicable, to 

eliminate risks to health and safety, and if it is not reasonably practicable to eliminate risks to health 

and safety, to minimise those risks as far as is reasonably practicable, as stated in the Work Health 

& Safety Act, and the Work Health and Safety Regulations.   

This policy applies to all employees in all workplaces in relation to manual handling activities 

involving patients/clients or material objects. 

Central Highlands Council is committed to ensure that working environments, equipment, systems of 

work and training programs are appropriate for the prevention of manual handling injuries to 

employees.  This will include conducting manual handling risk assessments and implementing task 

specific manual handling training. 

 

20.2 POLICY NO. 2013-19 ASBESTOS POLICY 

  

RESOLUTION 19/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr Y MIller Seconded: Cr J Honner 
 
THAT Council adopt Policy No 2013- 19 Asbestos Policy. 

 
CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
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IMPLICATIONS AND FINANCIALS 
 

Strategic Plan 6.1 Ensure Council fulfils its legislative and governance 
responsibilities and its decision making is supported by 
sustainable policies and procedures 

Council Policy   
  

Policy No 2014-24 Work Health & Safety Policy 
Policy No. 2013-14 Manual Handling Policy 

Legislative Context  Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulations 2015; 
Work Health and Safety Act 2012; 
Work Health and Safety Regulations 2022; 

Consultation  
  

Council’s Senior Management Team 

Impact on Budget/Resources 
  

As per Council’s approved budget 

Risk 
  

The council must ensure that it meets its legislative and 
governance responsibilities as per the Local 
Government Act 1993 and Work Health and Safety Act 
2012. 

 

REPORT BY Jason Branch, Works and Service Manager 
 
Attachments - Policy No 2013-19 Asbestos Policy (DRAFT)  

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

The previous asbestos policy was approved by Council in September 2021. 

This policy applies to all employees of the Central Highlands Council (Council) and has been 
developed to ensure the effective management of asbestos on properties under the control of Council, 
as well as providing a documented process to ensure compliance with legislative requirements. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure compliance with, and support of, legislative and departmental 
requirements relating to the management of asbestos under the control of Council. 
 
Council is committed to providing a safe environment for staff, visitors, contractors, and the public. 
This policy provides a structure for the on-going management of asbestos-related risks within Council. 
 

 

20.3 POLICY NO. 2014- 27 DONATIONS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY 
 

RESOLUTION 20/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr Y Miller 
 
THAT Council adopt Policy No 2014 – 27 Donations and Financial Assistance Policy 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
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IMPLICATIONS AND FINANCIALS 
 

Strategic Plan 6.1 Ensure Council fulfils its legislative and 
governance responsibilities and its decision making is 
supported by sustainable policies and procedures 

Council Policy   
  

Policy No 2014 – 27 Donations and Financial 
Assistance Policy 

Legislative Context  Local Government Act 1993 
 

Consultation  
  

Council’s Senior Management Team 

Impact on Budget/Resources 
  

As per Council’s approved Community & Economic 
Development donations expense budget  

Risk 
  

The council must ensure that it meets its legislative 
and governance responsibilities in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 1993. 

 

REPORT BY Adam Wilson, Deputy General Manager 
 
Attachments - Policy No 2014 – 27 Donations and Financial Assistance Policy (DRAFT)  

 
BACKGROUND 
 

The previous donations and financial assistance policy was approved by Council in November 2021. 

This policy applies to various forms of financial assistance provided by Council to assist organisations 

and individuals within the Central Highlands by providing assistance, which may comprise cash or ‘in 

kind’, support.   

The policy aims to support local clubs & organisations, local educational facilities, and individuals in 

an open, equitable and accountable manner. 

 

20.4 POLICY NO. 2015-32 FIRE ABATEMENT POLICY 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 21/12.2024/C 
 

Moved: Cr J Honner Seconded: Cr R Cassidy 
 
THAT Council adopt Policy No. 2015-32 Fire Abatement Policy. 
 
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 
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IMPLICATIONS AND FINANCIALS 
 

Strategic Plan 6.1 Ensure Council fulfils its legislative and 
governance responsibilities and its decision making is 
supported by sustainable policies and procedures 

Council Policy  Policy No. 2015-32 Fire Abatement Policy 

Legislative Context  Local Government Act 1993 
 
 

Consultation   Council’s Senior Management Team 

Impact on Budget/Resources  As per Council’s approved budget 

Risk The council must ensure that it meets its legislative 
and governance responsibilities as per the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

 
REPORT BY Graham Rogers, D.E.S. Manager and Building/Plumbing Control Officer 
 

Attachments - Policy No. 2015-32 Fire Abatement Policy (DRAFT)  

BACKGROUND 
 
The previous Fire Abatement Policy was approved by Council in October 2021. 
 
The purpose of this Policy is to state the Council’s position in regard to dealing with fire abatement 
issues as they relate to nuisance provisions within the Local Government Act. The Policy has been 
reviewed and no changes are being proposed. 
 

 

20.5 AMENDMENT TO FEBRUARY 2025 COUNCIL MEETING DATE 
 
RESOLUTION 22/12.2024/C 

Moved:  Cr J Honner     Seconded:  Cr D Meacheam   

 

THAT Council, amend the February ordinary meeting date to be held on 11 February 2025   
 

CARRIED 

For the Motion 

Mayor L Triffitt, Deputy Mayor J Allwright; Cr A Archer; Cr A Bailey; Cr R Cassidy; Cr J Hall; Cr J 

Honner; Cr D Meacheam and Cr Y Miller. 

 

REPORT BY Stephen Mackey, Acting - General Manager 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council had previously set the meeting dates at the November Council meeting; It’s been brought to 

my attention that the original date of 18th February is not suitable for all councillors to attend. 

It is suggested that the meeting be moved forward by 1 week to allow everyone to attend. 
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21.  CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEMS TO THE AGENDA 

 

21.1 COMMUNITY DONATIONS REQUEST – COOPER SMYTHE 
 
 
RESOLUTION 23/12.2024/C 
 
Moved:  Cr J Honner      Seconded:  Cr A Bailey 
 
THAT Council provide a donation of $250 to assist Cooper Smythe attend the 2024 Australian All 
Schools Track and Field Championships.  
 
 
Report by Kat Cullen, Community Development Officer 
 
 
PURPOSE  
The purpose of this report is to consider a request for a Council donation for Cooper Smythe to 
attend the 2024 Australian All Schools Track and Field Championships.  
 
BACKGROUND  
Cooper has been selected to represent Tasmania at the 2024 Australian All Schools Track and Field 
Championships in Brisbane on the 06-08 December 2024. This will be Coopers’ third year in a row 
representing Tasmania at a National level. He will be competing in the U18 men’s 100m sprint and 
the U18 4 x 100m relay.  
 
The total request is for $250 
 

 

 
Nadine Cove – Events Officer attended the meeting at 11.09 a.m. and provided Councillors with an 
update on the Highlands Bushfest Event. 

 

22.  CLOSURE 

 
Mayor Triffitt thanked everyone for their contribution and declared the meeting closed at 11.34 am. 
 


