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Central Highlands Council 

AGENDA – ORDINARY MEETING – 15th SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

Agenda of an Ordinary Meeting of Central Highlands Council scheduled to be held at Hamilton 
Council Chambers, on Tuesday 15th September 2015, commencing at 9am. 
 

I certify under S65(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 that the matters to be discussed under this 
agenda have been, where necessary, the subject of advice from a suitably qualified person and that 
such advice has been taken into account in providing any general advice to the Council.        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Adam Wilson 
Acting General Manager 

 

 

1.0 OPENING   

 

 

2.0 PRESENT 

 

 

3.0 APOLOGIES 

 

 
4.0 PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARATIONS 

 
In accordance with Regulation 8 (7) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Mayor 
requests Councillors to indicate whether they or a close associate have, or are likely to have a pecuniary interest (any 
pecuniary or pecuniary detriment) in any item of the Agenda. 
 

 
5.0 CLOSED SESSION OF THE MEETING   

 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  
 
THAT pursuant to Regulation 15 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council close 
the meeting to the public. 
 
Items for Closed Session: 
 

1 Confirmation of Confidential Minutes of Council’s Ordinary Meeting held on 19
th
 August 2015 Regulation 15 (2) 

(g) 

2 Personnel Matters Regulation 15 (2) (a) 

3 Tender Regulation 15 (2) (d) 
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5.1 OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  
 
THAT Council moves out of Closed Session and endorse those decisions taken while in Closed Session and the 
information remains confidential. 

 

 

OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC 
 
The Meeting will be opened to the public at 10.00am 
 

 
6.0 IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Dr. Katrena Stephenson, Chief Executive Officer of the Local Government Association of Tasmania will be attending the 
meeting at 10.30 am 
 

 

6.1 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

 
7.0 MAYORAL COMMITMENTS 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
7.1 COUNCILLORS COMMITMENTS 
 
Deputy Mayor A J Downie 

 
20

th
 August 2015 Independent living units Committee    Hamilton 

21
st
 August 2015  Funeral        Bothwell  

24
th
 August 2015  Planning Meeting – (change planning arrangements)   Brighton 

27
th
 August 2015  Tourism Committee      Hamilton 

2
nd

 September 2015  STCA State-wide Planning      Hobart 

8
th
 September 2015  Planning Committee       Bothwell 

 

 
7.2 GENERAL MANAGER COMMITMENTS 
 
Acting General Manager – Adam Wilson 
 

Wednesday 19 August 2015 Council Meeting       

Monday 24 August 2015 Tasmanian Community Fund     

Thursday 27 August 2015 Destination Southern Tasmania AGM   

Thursday 27 August 2015 Highlands Tasmania Tourism Committee Meeting  
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Thursday 3 September 2015 Local Government Common Services Joint Venture  

Tuesday 8 September 2015 Planning Committee Meeting     

 

 
8.0 NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS HELD 
 
Nil 
 

 
8.1 FUTURE WORKSHOPS 
 

 
9.0 MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

10.0 MINUTES 

 

 

10.1 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday 19
th

 August 2015 be received. 

 

 

10.2 CONFIRMATION OF DRAFT MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday 19
th

 August 2015 be confirmed.  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10.3 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 

THAT the Draft Minutes of Planning Committee of Council held on Tuesday 8
th

 September 2015 be received. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.4 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES ILU COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 

THAT the Draft Minutes of Independent Living Units Committee of Council held on Thursday 20
th

 August 2015 be 

received. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.5 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES TOURISM COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 

THAT the Draft Minutes of Tourism Committee of Council held on 27
th

 August 2015 be received. 
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11.0 BUSINESS ARISING 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11.1 SECURITY BUSHFEST – BOTHWELL LIONS 

Tony Johnston advised that the Bothwell Lions would be again interested in providing security, manning of the gate & 

parking for the event.  Tony advised that the Lions would like to discuss the possibility of increasing their fee from 

$3,000 to $3,500. 

Recommendation to Council from the Tourism Committee held on 28
th

 August 2015 

Moved  Clr R L Cassidy                                  Seconded Pauline Cairns 

THAT Council increase the payment to the Bothwell Lions from $3,000 to $3,250 for providing the services of security, 

manning of gate & parking at Bushfest. 

Carried 

For the motion: Clr R Cassidy, Lynda Jeffery, Pauline Cairns 

Recommendation: 

Moved Clr                                                         Seconded Clr 

THAT Council increase the payment to the Bothwell Lions from $3,000 to $3,250 for providing the services of security, 

manning of gate & parking at Bushfest. 

 

 

12.0 NRM REPORT 
 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the NRM Report be received. 

 

 
Derwent Catchment Natural Resource Management Committee Inc. 

PO Box 22      Hamilton     Tas     7140      Phone:  6286 3211 

Report for Central Highlands Council 19th August to 8th September 2015 

General Business:  

Josie has just returned from leave and so is back on board this week. We have made preliminary arrangements for the AGM that is 

going to be held at the Hamilton Resource Centre on the 16th October 2015. Dr. Richard Doyle from the Tasmanian Institute of 

Agricultural Research will be speaking. 

Weed Management Program  

Weed control meeting 

A meeting was held in Campbell town on the 3rd September to secure commitment from various agencies to undertake weed control 

works for the following season. Kathy presented an overview of the report and each agency outlined the recommended actions from 

the report that they were able to fund. There was a good turnout at the meeting and the Central Highlands Weed Management 

Program is looking set for another year of successful weed control in 2015-2016.  
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Revegetation at Clearview 

Works have begun with approximately 1000 sites marked with stakes (see picture below) and sprayed with chemical to kill existing 

grass and weeds which increases the capacity of the new plant to get established. A mix of native eucalypts and shrubs have been 

selected and are ready to go into the ground. Planting should begin within the next 2 weeks.  

 

Pasture principles course 

The workshops have now progressed into the field, starting on the 9th at Dally Downs near Ellendale. Farmers will be mentored on 

farm to implement the theory that has been covered in the course so far.  

Andrew Miller visit 

Stock and Land/Tasmanian Farmer journalist Andrew Miller visited the State last week and came out for the day with NRM South 

(Ken Moore) and DCNRMC (Eve Lazarus) to speak with famers in the catchment working on programs related to NRM South. 

Redlands (whiskey distillery) was visited first, followed by Patrick Ransley at Ellendale (Healthy Hoof project), Grant Rogers at Ouse 

(Dairy Cares for the Derwent) and John Ramsey at Bothwell (one year on from winning the MLA challenge) The day was very 

successful, Andrew was fascinated with the subject matter and will be publishing next month.  
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Grant applications 

Spanish Heath eradication at Ellendale continuation – 30/06/2015 - Tas Landcare grant - pending 

Clearview restoration project - 30/06/2015 – Tas Landcare grant - pending 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Eve Lazarus, Projects Officer, Derwent Catchment NRM Committee 

0429 170 048 

  

Andrew Miller (left) and Ken Moore (right) 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

13.0 FINANCE REPORT 
 
 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Finance Report be received. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
13.1 REQUEST FOR RATES REMISSION 

Letter received from Rate Payer 24
th
 July 2015 to Mayor Flint. Requesting a rebate on the 2015/2016 rates on property 

04-0011-03963. 

The letter reads further to a conversation I held with (Mayor Flint) some weeks ago I am writing on behalf of the Rates 

Property to request whether the Central Highlands Council would consider a rates rebate on our building in Patrick 

Street Bothwell. The Lodge Rooms were built some years ago largely with voluntary labour provided by many of our 

members. The building has since been made available for other community groups to use. 

As an organisation whose aims are for the betterment of its members and the community in general any funds raised 

are solely from dues paid by our members and internal fundraising to help cover our costs. A large proportion of the 

dues go to our central governing body. Of this money a great deal is put towards our Benevolent Funds which helps any 

member in need or worthwhile community projects. The Freemasons Homes and the Centenary Masonic Medical 

Research Foundation also benefit from our dues. Any funds we have left must go towards general running costs such 

as insurances, electricity, Water and Council Rates. 

As a country lodge our membership base is not large. Quite a few of our members are also members of other Bothwell 

organisations such as the Lions, Highlands Spin-In Committee and Volunteer Ambulances Officers. As such they give 

not only of their time but also financially to help support these organisations. 

The Lodge also tries wherever possible to support the local Community without seeking any special attention for their 

efforts. In recent times we have helped the Bothwell “Central Hawks” Football Club to purchase footballs, donated to an 

Annual Bothwell District School Bursary and help during emergencies such as the 2013 Bushfires. 

We are an organisation that has been in existence in Bothwell of 111 years having been formed in 1904 and have a 

proud history of producing community minded members. With diminishing numbers and increasing costs our 

membership is finding the increasingly difficult to meet all our expenses and therefore we respectfully ask that your 

council consider a rates rebate which would greatly hep our financial situation. 

Recommendation: 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 

THAT Council provide a 50% rebate on the general rate on property 04-0011-03963 of $280.43. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

13.2 REQUEST FOR RATES REMISSION 

Letter received from Rate Payer 1
st
 September 2015. In 2014 Council remitted 50% of the General Rate plus both the 

Fire Levy and Solid Waste Charge on property 01-0805-02805. 

As explained in this letter Joe Slatter & Gingerbread Huts at Mt Rufus are accessible only by foot, being geographically 

remote and a considerable distance from the nearest road, population base and services – the Gingerbread hut is 6km 

from the road and vehicle access. 

They are quite small and very basic in terms of design and facilities (eg no power, water, toilets, gas ect). 

The huts are and have always been accessible to the general public (the visitor book confirms the regular use of the 

huts by visitors to the Mt Rufus area over a long period of time). 

The characteristics of the huts are significantly different to other rateable property such as private shacks and fishing 

and other clubs in the municipality. The huts are in effort a community asset and provide basic and emergency shelter 

for visitors to Mt Rufus – rather than being an asset for the exclusive use and enjoyment for the club, This club is family 

based and non-profit. 

It would be appreciated if the council would again provide a remission for rates on the huts in recognition of the special 

circumstances outlined above. 

Recommendation: 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 

THAT Council remit 50% of the General Rate plus both the Fire Levy and Solid Waste Charge on property 01-0805-

02805 $357.22 

 

 

14.0 DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

In accordance with Regulation 25(1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Mayor 

advises that the Council intends to act as a Planning Authority under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, to 

deal with the following items: 
 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 

THAT the Development & Environmental Services Report be received. 

 

 

14.1 ENFORCEMENT DELEGATIONS 

Report By: 
 
Contract Planner (S Wells) 
 
Background: 
 
The legislative provisions for planning compliance have recently been amended and it is appropriate to consider what 
delegations could be granted to Council officers. 
Broadly, the amendments provide for 
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 More formal process for dealing with alleged non-compliance raised by the community, including timeframes to 
investigate and respond; 

 The ability to issue enforcement notices and orders and to cancel permits and to prosecute if the issue is 
unresolved 

 The ability to issue an infringement notice with monetary penalties 
 
The previous provisions were cumbersome and, at times, ineffective.  The new provisions of the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 (LUPAA) reduce the role of the Resource Management and Planning Appeals Tribunal and give 
more direct powers to Planning Authorities.  Generally, the extent of powers and the process is similar to building and 
environmental management legislation. 
 
Delegations: 
Current delegations for planning compliance are limited as there was little scope for officer action.  Previously Council 
offices would investigate and if the matter could not be resolved would have to seek an order of the Tribunal and then 
prosecute failure to comply with that order; all of which required solicitors. 
It is not foreshadowed that the current practice will change.  The amendments do however provide some more teeth 
that, if necessary, could bring prompt and efficient resolution to issues.  The practice of Council officers is not guided by 
any Council policy and none is currently sought; however Council staff seek to ensure that compliance is: 

 outcome, rather than punitive, focused  

 proportional to the seriousness of the offence 

 transparent, equitable and consistent 

 in the public interest 

 necessary in light of the available evidence 

 follows due process, and 

 cost effective to Council 
  
It is considered appropriate that Council’s General Manager, Manager Development and Environmental Services and 
Senior Planner be authorised officers for planning compliance with the powers set out in Division 4B of LUPAA and 
have the delegated authority to: 

 Issue and serve an infringement notice (s65A) 

 Issue a notice of intention to issue enforcement notice (s65B) 

 Issue and serve an enforcement notice (s65C & s65D) 

 Issue and serve a notice of intention of cancel a permit (s65F), and 

 Issue notice and advice with respect to whether a charge, infringement notice or enforcement notice will be 
issued in response to the receipt of a notice of contravention or failure or likely contravention of failure received 
by the planning authority under s63B (s63B & s64). 

Delegation is not sought in relation to powers to cancel a permit. 
 
Consultation: 
Consultation has occurred with Council’s Manager Development and Environmental Services and Council’s solicitors 
have briefed Council planning staff on the amendments.    
 
Risk Implications: 
There are no significant risks. The recommendation will give delegations that are equivalent to other Council staff and 
are considered appropriate in light of new compliance powers. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil. Infringements could provide additional, but incidental, revenue to Council through use of the recommended 
delegations.  However, compliance activity is generally at a cost to Council. 
 
Options: 
1. As per the recommendation. 
2. Council adopts a different option. 
3. Council does not adopt the recommendation. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Moved Clr    Seconded Clr  
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THAT Council resolve to delegate the following powers in Division 4B of Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 to 
the General Manager, Manager Development and Environmental Services and Senior Planner: 

 Issue a notice of intention 

 Issue and serve an infringement notice (s65A) 

 Issue a notice of intention to issue enforcement notice (s65B) 

 Issue and serve an enforcement notice (s65C & s65D) 

 Issue and serve a notice of intention of cancel a permit (s65F), and 

 Issue notice and advice with respect to whether a charge, infringement notice or enforcement notice will be 
issued in response to the receipt of a notice of contravention or failure or likely contravention of failure received 
by the planning authority under s63B (s63B & s64). 

 
Delegation is not sought in relation to powers to cancel a permit. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Planning Enforcement under the new LUPA Act Provisions 
 

1. What has changed? 
 

1.1 Section 64 proceedings may only be commenced by a person other than the Commission or a planning 
authority. 

 
1.2 Section 48AA, 48A and 63A excluded from section 64 proceedings.  
 
1.3 Section 64 proceedings, against a person other than a planning authority, may only be commenced 

after notice to the planning authority of the contravention and no action notified or taken within 120 days 
by the planning authority. 

 
1.4 Part Division 4A provides for enforcement action available to be taken by Council on its own motion or 

in response to a notification. 
 
1.5 Part 4 Division 4B provides for the powers of authorised officers to investigate and prosecute offences. 

 
2. Responding to a third party complaint. 

 
2.1 Section 63B(1) requires a person who believes another person is failing to comply with section 63(2) to 

give notice in writing to the planning authority. 
 
2.2 The notice is to specify the contravention and request the planning authority to advise whether charges are 

to be laid or an infringement or enforcement notice is to be issued. 
 
2.3 The planning authority must advise within 120 days whether the offence is to be prosecuted, or an 

infringement or enforcement notice is to be issued. 
 
2.4 If no such advice is provided within 120 days or if the advice is that no action is to be taken, the person 

may commence section 64 proceedings.  Council will invariably be joined as an applicant. 
 

3 What are Council’s options if it decides to take action? 
 

3.1 Prosecution of the offender is commenced by complaint and summons filed in the Magistrate’s Court, 
pursuant to the provisions of the Justices Act 2000. 

 
3.2 An infringement notice is issued in accordance with section 65A of LUPA.  A person may elect to have the 

offence determined by a magistrate within 28 days of service of the notice, pursuant to the Monetary 
Penalties Enforcement Act 2005, section 14(1)(c). 

 
3.3 The limitation with these actions is that they target fines, but not action to remedy the breach. 

 
Enforcement action by Council 
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3.4 An enforcement notice. 
3.4.1 A notice of intention to issue an enforcement notice, pursuant to section 65B, must be issued first 

unless the matter is urgent, pursuant to section 65C(3). 
 
3.4.2 If the recipient is not the owner of the property, the owner must be notified. 
 
3.4.3 The notice of intention must be in writing and specify: 

 the offence provision; 

 particulars; 

 that it is proposed to issue an enforcement notice; 

 that the person may make a representation (in writing) to a specified authorised officer and 
to the specified address within (not less than) 14 business days. 

 
3.4.4 Any representation by the person must be considered before an enforcement notice is issued. 

 
3.4.5 The enforcement notice, pursuant to section 65C, may be issued and served only if a notice of 

intention has been issued and served unless urgent (see 3.3.1). 
 

3.4.6 The enforcement notice must be in writing and specify: 

 the offence provision; 

 particulars; 

 the person’s right to appeal (within 14 days of service, pursuant to section 61(7) of LUPA); 

 the requirements for action to be taken (under section 65D). 
 

3.4.7 If the recipient is not the owner of the property, the owner must be notified. 
 

3.4.8 An enforcement notice may be withdrawn by notice, in which case the person may not be 
prosecuted for failing to comply with it and the owner must also be notified in writing. 

 
3.4.9 It is an offence, under section 65E, not to comply with an enforcement notice.  Heavy penalties 

apply and the court may order that any specified works be carried out and, if they aren’t, the 
planning authority can carry out the works and recover the cost. 

 
3.4.10 The Court may also order that the defendant pay the Council’s costs of investigating and enforcing 

the original contravention and the offence under section 65E. 
 
3.5 A notice of cancellation of a permit. 

 
3.5.1 A notice of intention to cancel a permit, pursuant to section 65F, must be issued first and served on 

an owner or occupier if an authorised officer considers there are grounds to do so. 
 

3.5.2 The notice must be in writing and specify: 

 that the planning authority is proposing to cancel the permit; 

 the grounds for cancellation; 

 particulars; 

 that representations may be made to a specified authorised officer at a specified address 
within (not less than) 14 business days. 

 
3.5.3 If the recipient is not the owner of the property, the owner must be notified. 

 
3.5.4 A notice of cancellation of a permit, pursuant to section 65G, may be issued and served on an 

owner or occupier on the following grounds: 

 failure to comply with an enforcement notice; 

 the applicant made a material mis-statement of fact (or concealed facts) that otherwise 
would have led to the permit not being granted.  

 
3.5.5 A notice of intention must first have been served on the owner or both the owner and occupier and 

any representation must have been considered. 
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3.5.6 The permit is cancelled from the end of the period specified in the intention notice for 
representations. 

 
3.5.7 The  notice must be in writing and specify: 

 the permit details; 

 that the permit is cancelled by the notice; 

 the grounds in this section 65G; 

 the particulars; 

 that the person has the right to appeal the cancellation, pursuant to section 61(8) of LUPA, 
within 14 days of service. 

 
3.5.8 If the recipient is not the owner of the property, the owner must be notified. 

 
3.6 None of these notices may be issued while section 64 proceedings or an appeal under section 61 of LUPA 

are in progress (section 65H). 
 
4. Delegation and authorisation. 

 
4.1 Authorised officers for the purposes of exercising power within the Municipal area the Council, under the 

LUPA Act, pursuant to section 65I, are: 

 a person authorised by the general manager; 

 the general manager; 

 a police officer. 
 
4.2 It is important that an authorisation or delegation is in place as the lack of it can lead to a finding of 

invalidity of a notice if challenged. 
 
5. Property inspection / search warrants. 
 

5.1 The powers of authorised officers are listed in section 65J: 

 entry and inspection; 

 take photos or examine or test things; 

 require a document and inspect or copy it; 

 require information; 

 require answers to questions; 

 require a person’s name and evidence of identity. 
 
5.2 If necessary an authorised officer may apply to a magistrate for a search warrant under section 65K.  The 

grounds must be specified by affidavit. 
 
5.3 The search warrant must specify: 

 the offence; 

 a description of the land; 

 the name of the authorised officer(s) responsible to execute the warrant; 

 the period of the warrant (expires after 28 days if not executed); 

 the times during which the warrant may be executed; 

 what is authorised by the warrant for seizure etc in relation to the offence or another offence (if 
the officer believes seizure is necessary). 
 

5.4 The application for a warrant may be made by phone or personally. 
 
5.5 An authorised officer may get assistance to execute a warrant as is reasonable and necessary.  A police 

officer may use force as is reasonable and necessary. 
 
5.6 The authorised officer must prepare and give notice of the warrant to the occupier or person apparently in 

charge of the land.  Schedule 2 of the LUPA Regulations contains the prescribed form for a ‘Notice of 
Executed Warrant’. 

 



P a g e  | 14 

 
 

 
 

5.7 Section 65L provides for assistance to persons not fluent in English. 
 
5.8 Section 65M makes it an offence to interfere with, assault, threaten, fail to comply with, provide false or 

misleading information to or impersonate an authorised officer. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14.2 VEHICULAR ACCESS IN HERITAGE AREAS 

Report By: 
 
Contract Planner (S Wells) & Manager DES (G Rogers) 

 
Background 
 
This report considers options for vehicular access requirements within the heritage areas of Bothwell and Hamilton. 
 
Council’s standard drawings specify how access is to be constructed but provide no direction as to whether access 
should be sealed or gravel.  Gravel may be appropriate in these areas given their heritage values and that most existing 
accesses are currently gravel. 
 
Under the current and new planning scheme development within the heritage areas is discretionary which affords some 
basis to assess each instance on a case by case basis.  However, Council’s subdivision guidelines do specify that 
reinforced concrete access is used in all residential streets. 
 
Engineering implications 
 
Key engineering issues are: 
 

 the tracking of gravel or mud from the access onto the road; 

 the tracking of gravel or mud from the access onto any concrete footpath; 

 higher maintenance requirements for owners and how to ensure maintenance is undertaken. 
 
If gravel is used it would be important to ensure that it was either of a red gravel type specified by the Department of 
State Growth or stabilised with lime or cement.  Poor gravel material will lead to excess mud or dirt or use of blue metal 
will result in material being tracked onto roads and would be contrary to any aesthetic benefit. 
 
Similar issues have been considered in Southern Midlands where new subdivisions at Kempton and Oatlands are being 
constructed with concrete driveways, swale drains and flush kerbing in response to heritage values.  Further options 
could be exposed aggregate driveways. 
 
Heritage outcomes 
 
The majority of accesses at Bothwell have a gravel surface.  At Hamilton the proportion is less as most properties front 
the Lyell Highway. 
 
Without doubt gravel accesses are more consistent with the heritage values and streetscape patterns and more 
sympathetic to built heritage values. 
 
Patrick Street 
 
Patrick Street requires further consideration.  The street has a very wide reservation and informal car parking adjacent 
to businesses.  Recent developments have been conditions to include sealed perpendicular car parking and this should 
continue into the future. 

 
Recommendation 
 
Moved Clr     Seconded Clr  

 
THAT Council resolve to: 
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Modify the subdivision guidelines to include Table 3 Section 7 and rename the guideline to: ‘Central Highlands Council 
Subdivision Guidelines 2015’. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14.3 SHARED SERVICES : JOINT PLANNING SERVICES PROPOSAL 

Deputy Mayor Downie attended a meeting on Monday 24
th
 August at Brighton Council Chambers to discuss the sharing 

of planning and development services. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to: 
  

a) To  provide an opportunity for Damian Mackey and James Dryburgh to present a model for discussion and 
feedback; and 
 

b) Decide ‘where to from here’ in terms of implementation or otherwise. 
  

A copy of the model presented at the meeting is attached for discussion. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Moved Clr    Seconded Clr  

 
THAT Council resolve to have the General Manager contact the General Manager of Southern Midlands Council asking 
for a formal contract to be drafted for Planning Services for the Central Highlands Council based on the current contract 
conditions with the Brighton Council. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

14.4 LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS (TASMANIA PLANNING SCHEME) AMENDMENT BILL 2015 

A copy of LGAT’s response on the Amendment Bill which was distributed to Councillors at the August Council Meeting.  
The Manager DES and the Planning Consultant will provide comments on the letter from the Shadow Minister for 
Planning and Local Government, Lara Giddings MP.  
 
Comments below from DES Manager Graham Rogers 

Letter received from Lara Giddings MP and address to Mayor Deirdre Flint dated 25
th
 August 2015. 

The Shadow Minister has indicated that while not being necessarily opposed in principle to the concept of a State Wide 

Planning Scheme. 

The letter indicated 4 areas of concern (A, B, C & D page 2) 

In these brief sections there are key words that stand out: 

A. Meets Community Expectations? 

B. Provisions are and improvement? 

C. Are acceptable to the broader community? 

D. Is not inconsistent? 

E. Council is comfortable with the increased Ministerial powers?? 

To be fair these questions cannot be answered at present until the State Wide Planning Scheme has been introduced. 

At present Central Highlands Council is still working under the existing Planning Scheme 1998, but in say that there 

must still be a concern that planning may not be simplified in the Central Highlands Municipal Scheme which is apparent 

by the comments that were received by LGAT from other Councils. 

Councils Senior Planner Shane Wells has also forwarded a report for discussion.  These are examples of how the 

interim Planning Scheme may effect Developments. 

Comments in relation to new scheme 

Firstly, the statewide scheme is only partially drafted.  It has a full public exhibition process yet to be completed followed 

by a full hearing process by the Tasmanian Planning Commission (which is vastly more transparent and accountable 

than how the previous government delivered the planning scheme template and planning directive no. 4) 

Clearly, Council and its community has not viewed the draft and therefore its impact cannot be judged.  Council should 

be confident that the process proposed in legislation ensures ministerial powers are not unfettered.   

Council should also note that most other jurisdictions give the Minister for Planning much more extensive powers, 

including the ability to call-in key developments (such as for the Tamar Valley Pulp Mill or Parliament Square 

development).  Such powers should not be viewed as necessarily negative but an extension to a modern and effective 

planning system  

Several issues with the new scheme will see increased discretionary applications but with discretions focused on minor 

components, such as the following examples.  These examples are due in part to the structure of the new scheme and 

the legislation both of which are the responsibility of the State but also to poor drafting and because the scheme was 

only reviewed for its compliance with the regional land use strategy and not whether provisions were reasonable, 

necessary or appropriate 
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1. All accesses off a sealed road must be sealed for 75m distance.  Most properties don’t have this and don’t want 

this.  Therefore, discretions will exist for new buildings but also to building additions 

2. Accesses greater than 30m in length must have a passing bay every 30m in length; 3 times that required by 

bushfire provisions and generally too costly to implement for large rural properties.  Thus, cheaper to apply for 

discretion, which will be granted 

3. Properties without gravity stormwater connection are automatically discretionary; thus all rural development is 

discretionary 

4. Absolute minimum setbacks in many rural based zones could lead to unreasonable outcomes; e.g., a shed to 

house a pump can’t be located on the side or rear boundary with a watercourse but must be at least 25 metres 

away 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.5 RENEWAL OF LEASE – BRONTE WASTE TRANSFER STATION 
 
Submitted by Beverley Armstrong - EHO 
 
Wayne Turale has agreed to renew the lease for the Bronte Waste Transfer Station.  Cost of renewal is $300.00 per 
year with a CPI increase yearly for five years with the option for renewal.  The cost of the lease has not been increased 
since 2000. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Moved Clr    Seconded Clr  

 
THAT Council renewal the lease for the Bronte Waste Transfer Station. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.6 DERWENT BRIDGE TOILETS 

 

For Discussion 

Works started at the Derwent Bridge public toilet site on the 31/8/2015.   
 
1/9/2015 – The Works Department continued on with stripping out grass and top soil to sub grade level; only 
to find the sub grade was very poor quality.  When we had completed this over the whole road surface, we 
got in contact with the engineer who then came up with the solution to over dig the sub base by 150 mm over 
the whole road surface then fill with rock that we could source from a gravel pit in Bronte Park.  We also need 
to use fabric on top, to stop the clay coming through the sub base.     
 
2/9/2015 – Started to proceed with the over dig of sub base only to find there was not much improvement as 
we were digging out and carting it away. We found more soft spots which needed to be extracted deeper by 
150 mm and filled with rock so we continued by digging the hole for the dump point tank to be installed the 
next day. 
 
3/9/215 – Started digging the trench for the power cable and water line to install the BBQ area and load the 
truck with over fill which we only had to take just up the road.  We carted in 1 load of rock from the gravel pit 
at Bronte Park to make a track for trucks and trailers the next day. 
 
4/9/2015 - Started carting in gravel with trucks and trailers which was taking approx.  1.5 hours per load 
return. 2 trucks did 4 loads each and one did only one load due to the operator becoming ill and could not 
continue his work duties safely.   
 
7/9/2015 - Dug hole for new power pole which Council installed and put cable in to BBQ area.  1 truck and 
trailer carted in gravel with Run of Mine from Hamilton, this load was used under slab for the new toilet block.  
 
8/9/2015 - 2 trucks and trailers were carting today, 2 loads each from Hamilton with Run of Mine for under 
slabs.  Also have labourer on site to help with levels and rolling. 
 
Please note that gravel we are carting in at this stage is all extra work which is approx. 422 tons                                                
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14.7 STATUS REPORT 
 

 

323 

 

 

16/11/10 

 
Caravans – Meadow 
Bank Lake 

 

DES Manager & 

Planning Consultant  

Meadowbank Special Area Plan has been included 

in the draft Interim Central Highlands Planning 

Scheme 2014.  Caravan By-Law has been adopted 

by Council.  

 

331 

 

16/7/13 

 
Vehicle body removal 
in Municipality 

 

DES Manager 

 

Being monitored regularly. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.8 DES BRIEFING REPORT 
 
PLANNING PERMITS ISSUED UNDER DELEGATION 
 
The following planning permits have been issued under delegation during the past month. 
 
PERMITTED USE 
 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2015 / 00036 MR & JA Whiteley 105 Arthurs Lake Rd, Wilburville Verandah & Garage 

 
DISCRETIONARY USE 
 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2015 / 00035 - Disc Central Highlands Council 9 Adelaide Street, Bothwell 
Transportable Office & 
Storage Shed 
 

2015 / 00038 - Disc T J & J K Parsons 
“Curringa” 5831 Lyell Highway, 
Hamilton 

 
New Buildings 
(Accommodation Units) 
 

 
2015 / 00033 – Disc 

 
JM Crosse, MC & PJ & RM  
Aspinall, NJ Bowden 

Penstock Lagoon, Shannon Storage Shed 

NO PERMIT REQUIRED UNDER PLANNING DIRECTIVE 4 
 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

    

 
IMPOUNDED DOGS 
 
Following a request by Council to be advised of all dogs impounded at Council’s Bothwell and Hamilton pounds and the 
outcome of the impoundment, please be advised as follows: 
 
There were no dogs impounded 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
15.0 WORKS & SERVICES 
 

12th August 2015 – 9th September 2015 
Maintenance Grading 
Rotherwood Rd   Lower Marshes  Woodsprings Rd  Holmes Rd 
Kingsholme    Jones River Rd  Curley’s Lane   Marriotts Rd 
Dillons Rd   Quinns Rd  Rayners Rd   Rockmount Rd 
Coopers Rd   Ransleys Rd  Nant Lane   Wetheron Rd 
Clarendon Rd   Woolpack Rd  Tunbridge Tier 
 
Re-Sheeting 
Dry Poles Rd   Ransleys Rd  Clarendon Rd 
  
Potholing / shouldering 
Jones Rd   Cider Gum Drive Robertson Rd   Hunterston Rd 
Todds Corner   Hunterston Rd  Weasel Plains Rd  Glovers Rd 
Barren Plains   Thiessen Cres  Berry Drive   Laycock Drive 
Cramps Bay   Little Pine Lagoon Waddamana   Stickland Rd 
Victoria Valley Rd  Bashan Rd  McGuires Marsh Rd  Marked Tree  
Meadowbank Rd  
 
Culverts / Drainage: 
Culvert upgrade Victoria Valley   Drainage upgrade Hamilton 
Repair culvert Hollow Tree   Clean culverts Meadsfield 
 
Occupational Health and Safety 
Monthly Toolbox Meetings 
Day to day JSA and daily pre start check lists completed 
Monthly work place inspections completed 
Playground inspections 
76hrs Long Service Leave taken 
63hrs Sick Leave taken 
76.5hrs Annual Leave taken 
Grader, excavator, compactor course for employees 
 
Refuse / recycling sites:  
Cover Hamilton Tip twice weekly   Removal of tyres from Bronte WTS 
Push up green waste Bothwell WTS   Bulky rubbish run  
 
Other: 
Derwent Bridge Toilets     Oil rubbish bins Bothwell 
Pick up rubbish bins Haulage    Repairs to BBQ’s Queens Park 
Edging Hollow Tree Rd     Remove tree Wayatinah 
Repair cupboard at units    Clean out storm water pits, Bothwell 
Drainage Victoria Valley     Clean out ramp Woodsprings 
Repair ramp Green Valley & Woodsprings  Dig 1 x grave 
 
Municipal Town Maintenance: 
Collection of town rubbish twice weekly 
Maintenance of parks, cemetery, recreation ground and Caravan Park. 
Cleaning of public toilets, gutters, drains and footpaths. 
Collection of rubbish twice weekly 
Cleaning of toilets and public facilities 
General maintenance 
Mowing of towns and parks 
Town Drainage 
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Plant: 
PM760 Hilux new tyres    PM751 Toro (B) Serviced 
PM705 Mack (H) Serviced   PM666 Loader (H) Repair hose 
PM684 Komatsu Grader (B) Serviced 
 
Private Works: 
Casey Bryant   Concrete premix, backhoe & truck hire   
Andrew Whelan  Truck hire 
Brian Beard  7mm metal      
Mavis Smith  Backhoe hire 
Tony Donaghy  Truck & gravel delivery 
Andrew Jones  Culvert pipes 
G Oates  Float private excavator 
Jason Branch  Backhoe hire 
Sandra Tomlin  Truck & gravel 
Ramsey Agriculture Excavator hire 
Tim Parsons  Grader hire 
Brazendale Brothers Truck & gravel 
Wally Triffitt  Grader hire 
Meadowbank Ski Club Truck & trailer gravel delivery 
 
Casuals 
Toilets, rubbish and Hobart 
Bothwell general duties 
Hamilton general duties 
Mowing and brush cutting 
 
Program for next 4 weeks 
Install soft fall border Wayatinah Park  Replace decking on Gowen Brae Bridge 
Install slide Wayatinah Park   Start drainage for Capital Works Program 
 

 

 

Moved Clr       Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Works & Services Report be received. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

15.1  QUEENS PARK BOTHWELL 

Councillor McRae would like to bring to Council attention the concerns of rate payers regarding two separate incidents 

which occurred in Queens Park, Bothwell on Thursday the 20 August one regarding the barbeques and the other 

chemical spraying. 

Ms Vince also wrote to Council on the 20 August regarding the barbeques and concerns over the play area on the 

Alexander Street side of Queens Park, Bothwell. A copy of the letter is attached and a reply letter from the Acting 

General Manager. 

The Mayor and Acting General Manager inspected Queens Park on Monday the 24th August at around 1.45pm and yes 

the Acting General Manager agrees that the barbeques are near the end of their asset life, however they are still 

working and in fair order.   

The Works Manager believes that one barbeques was install in the 1980’s and the other in the 1990’s. The Works 

Manager on Tuesday the 25
th
 August undertook some general maintenance in the park on the barbeques and 

organised for an electrician to install a timer push button switch and new light to each of the barbeques.  A new fence 

will be installed by the end of September, which will include new gates and a bottom rail. 

A Safe Work Procedure has been developed for Chemical Spraying (copy attached) and the Works Manager has held a 

tool box meeting with his crew regarding the need to ensure that there are no pedestrians, children and animals moving 

through the work zone during the spraying process. 

The following motion has been put forward by Councillor McRae: 

 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 

 

For council to upgrade/replace the 2 barbeques in Queens Park, Bothwell as a matter of urgency due to potential safety 

issues for community members and visitors. 

 
For Discussion 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.2  DRAINAGE EXTENSION AT ARTHUR STREET HAMILTON APPROX 100m 
 
A t the August Council Meeting the Works Manager was asked to give a report on the drainage issue in Arthur Street 
Hamilton. 
 
THE PROBLEM 
 
Stormwater drainage from The Highway onto Arthur Street is causing excessive scouring of open drains on 
both sides of a 100m section of Arthur Street. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
1. New stormwater pits and DN300 drain pipe are required to convey the concentrated flow from top end of the 
problem section to River Street drains. Refer to the green marked section on Map # 5 above. 
2. Kerb & channel is required to be constructed to both sides of Arthur Street to collect stormwater runoff from 
the road.  
3. Some road surface seal reinstatement may be required. 
This will require a detailed survey and detailed engineering design. 
Works by Public tender. 
Works by Public tender with gravel supply by CHC 
 
ESTIMATED COST $40,000 +GST see schedule attached 
 
 
ITEM  DESCRIPTION   QTY.   UNIT   RATE   AMOUNT 
DRAINAGE EXTENSION AT ARTHUR STREET HAMILTON APPROX 100m 
(By CHC unless noted otherwise) 
1  New stormwater pits    2    no.    1,200.00  2,400 
2  New endwall     1   no.   350.00   350 
3 Kerb & channel (sub-contract)     180    m   80.00   14,400 
4  DN300 stormwater pipe    75   m    100.00   7,500 
5  Reinstate  edges to new K&G   100.0    m2    15.00    1,500 
6  Nature strip, loam, seed   200.0    m2    5.00    1,000 
7  Engineering level Survey & engineering design Item      6,000 
 
 
 
SUB-TOTAL: $30,400 
ADD CONTINGENCY ALLOWANCE: 30% $9,120 
BUDGET ESTIMATE: $40,000 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

15.3 STATUS REPORT 
 

 328 - 20/4/2012 
Gorse at Christian Marsh, Responsible Officer: NRM 
This item was asked to be placed on the Status Report at the March 2012 Meeting. 
 

 329 - 18/8/2012 
Platypus Walk, Responsible Officer:  Works Manager 
Regular Maintenance 
 

 332 - 17/9/2013 

Blackberry Removal, Responsible Officer:  Works Manager / NRM 
Clr Bowden requested that this item be placed on the Status Report 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16.0 ADMINISTRATION 
 

16.1 ANNUAL END OF YEAR SCHOOL AWARDS 

Council traditionally give awards to students at their end of year presentation assemblies.  Awards are presented to 

students from New Norfolk High School, Bothwell District High School, Glenora District High School, Ouse District 

Primary School and Westerway Primary School. 

Recommendation: 
 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 
That Council make the following end of year awards: 

 New Norfolk High School – Central Highlands Continuing Education Busary - $250 

 Bothwell District High School - Central Highlands Continuing Education Busary - $250 

 Glenora District High School - Central Highlands Continuing Education Busary - $250 

 Ouse District Primary School - Central Highlands Continuing Education Busary - $100 

 Westerway Primary School - Central Highlands Continuing Education Busary - $100 

 Westerway Primary School - Citizenship Award - $50 

 Glenora District High School – Citizenship Award - $50 

 Ouse District Primary School – Primary Value Award – 2 Awards of $50 each 

 Bothwell District High School – Primary Citizenship Award - $50 

 Bothwell District High School – Primary Encouragement Award - $50 
 

For Discussion 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16.2  TASMANIAN COMMUNITY FUND FUTURE BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

On the 24 August the Mayor had a meeting in Bothwell with Mrs Lyn Mason the Chairperson of the Tasmanian 

Community Fund to discuss future projects within the municipality and how the Tasmanian Community Fund has 

invested and strengthened our community over past funding rounds. 

The Tasmanian Community Fund was established in 1999 to provide grants to not-for-profit organisations. The fund 

arose from the sale of the Trust Bank. The sale proceeds were used to gain two particular benefits to the community: 

 retirement of a portion of State debt; and 

 establish a community fund to distribute an annual appropriation to the community through grants. 

The legislation provided that the appropriation would be maintained in line with the consumer price index. 

In 2005, Parliament passed stand-alone legislation which governs the Fund's operations. The new legislation preserved 

the main principles enshrined in the original legislation, including: 

 the Board has full autonomy to set the Fund's direction and award grants; and 

 funds provided to the Board for distribution are guaranteed and not subject to Budget deliberation. 

Under the legislation, Board members must act honestly and in the best interests of the Tasmanian community, and to 

avoid any conflicts of interests. 

Under the current governing legislation, the Tasmanian Community Fund is managed by a Board of up to six members 

who, collectively, have sole and absolute discretion to make grants for worthwhile community purposes. Board 

members are appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of the Minister. The Board has a legislative obligation 

to exercise reasonable care, act prudently and operate in an efficient, effective and economical manner. 

To ensure there is a local government community focus on the Board it is suggested that Council write to the Premier 

Mr Will Hodgman suggesting that one Board Member of the Tasmanian Community Fund must have local government 

knowledge and experience.         

For Discussion 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16.3  MOBILE PHONE USAGE AT COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Councillor Cassidy would like to put forward the following motion for Council to consider: 

‘that Councillors are not to receive or take mobile telephone calls during Council Meetings, except the 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor, GM, and Councillor mobile phones must be switched to silent, not vibrate.’  

For Discussion 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
16.4  2015 WATER AND SEWERAGE PRICE DETERMINATION STAKEHOLDER SURVEY 

A request has been received from The Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) regarding any feedback 
Council may have on the 2015 Water and Sewerage Price Determination Stakeholder survey so that LGAT can provide 
a response reflective of the sector. 
 
The review’s findings will be used by the Economic Regulator to assist with future investigations, the survey considers: 
 
 the process (including the timing of the investigation and the consultation process); 
 documentation; 
 data templates/requests including the adequacy and timeliness of information provided; and 
 the involvement of industry stakeholders. 
 
Attached for Councillors information is a copy of the Stakeholder Survey that forms part of the Economic Regulator’s 
review of the 2015 Water and Sewerage Price Determination Investigation. 
The Office of the Tasmanian Economic Regulator (OTTER) encourages all stakeholders to complete the survey (the 
more comments the better) or provide a sector response from LGAT. Completed surveys should be submitted by 15 
September 2015. If Council wish to provide in-depth information, a face-to-face or telephone interview can be arranged, 
at a mutually convenient time. 
 
For Discussion 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16.5  REVIEW OF THE BIOSECURITY LEGISATATION FRAMEWORK 

The State Government is currently undertaking a review of its Biosecurity Legislation Framework to determine if 

legislative reform is necessary.  The Acts included in the review form some of the primary supporting legislation within 

the Tasmanian Biosecurity Strategy.  Of particular interest to Local Government is the Weed Management Act 1999.  

As part of this review the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) wants to consult 

with its primary stakeholders including Local Government.    DPIPWE intends to meet with primary stakeholder 

Associations in early November to discuss the framework and to garner feedback from the various stakeholders.  

DPIWE will be meeting with officers from Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) and in order to inform this 

discussion and to ensure that LGAT raises all issues pertinent to Councils it would be great if Council could provide 

LGAT with comments in relation to the discussion paper (attached). 

The key questions that are raised in the discussion paper include; 

 What changes are required in our biosecurity laws to make them more relevant and adaptable?  

 What are the additional gaps, areas of duplication or issues for Local Government with our current biosecurity 

system? 

 Does the proposed framework cater for current and future biosecuirty needs? 

 Do you think a sing Act is the best legislative approach for implementation the biosecurity framework that the 

State Develops? 

From a Local Government perspective LGAT would like our input on the broader questions but also more specifically 

around the role of councils under the Weed Management Act.  In particular: 

 Is the current system the most efficient given the risks? 

 Are there ways of streamlining to increase efficiencies?  

 Are there areas where things aren't working well now?  

 Are the compliance mechanisms for weed management effective?   

LGAT is seeking Council feedback to develop a sectoral response to the discussion paper by the 26 October 2015. 

For Discussion 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
16.6  ROTARY CLUB “TOUR DE NORFY” CYCLE CHALLENGE 

The Rotary Club of Claremont is in the process of organising an annual public riding event called the ‘PMM Tour de 
Norfy Cycle Challenge’ for Sunday the 1

st
 November. This event is in its eighth year, however this year Tasmania Police 

have asked the Rotary Club to obtain formal approval from Central Highlands Council.  
 
The ride begins in New Norfolk, travelling along the Eastern side of the Derwent as far as Ellendale road just West of 

Hamilton, returning via Ellendale and Bushy Park to New Norfolk. As riders travel on roads that are in our municipality 

the Rotary Club seek Council written permission to hold the event. 

In addition the Rotary Club would also like Council to check Ellendale Road from the Lyell Highway intersection through 

to the boundary with Derwent Valley Council. The Rotary Club understand that Council have been extremely helpful 

over the past seven years in ensuring the safety of the riders by fixing damaged sections prior to the event and for this 

the Rotary Club are extremely grateful. 

Attached for Councils information is a letter from the Rotary Club, traffic management plans, course maps, risk 

assessment, mitigation strategies and insurance certificate. 

For Discussion 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16.7  SNOWBOUND RESIDENTS AND ROAD CONDITIONS 

Councillor Cassidy would like to put forward the following motion for Council to consider: 

‘Propose a to move a motion or however it should be handled that TAS Police with RACT and anyone 

else whom are deemed appropriate that specific training or driver handling techniques be given to 

Public Passenger Vehicles, such as school buses, being driven on roads throughout CHC, during 

slippery conditions, such as snow and black ice.  How many Metro or O'Driscoll Bus Drivers would know 

to steer toward the direction of the rear wheels sliding, for example?  Or, that a change in torque or tilt 

would affect the skid?  If we could cover ourselves from any pecuniary liability or tertiary responsibility 

by raising the issue with the appropriate parties.’  

 

For Discussion 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

16.8  CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES – BOTHWELL HALL 

A letter has been received from Kerrie Pearce at Bothwell, asking for Council assistance to establish a Children’s 

Activities Program at the Bothwell Hall.  Initially a grant was requested and a Community Grant Application sent out.  Ms 

Pearce is now requesting waiver of the Hall Hire fee.  She will be charging a small fee for the children to attend with 

monies raised going back into buying equipment for the group. 

For Discussion 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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16.9  TOURISM PROPOSAL LAKE MEADOWBANK 

 
The Lake Meadowbank sub-committee would like Council to consider calling for expressions of interest from tourism 
operators to develop, and run tourism infrastructure and possibly a lake tour from a jointly owned camping ground, just 
north of at Dunrobin Bridge, on the lakes western shore. 
The Lake Meadowbank sub-committee believes that Lake Meadowbank is an easily accessible engineering feat that 
has largely gone unnoticed by the large numbers of locals and tourists that travel the district. A lake tour, although only 
seasonal, could offer fishing, as well as history (Indigenous, as well as European) and land use details (agriculture, 
power generation, water skiing, camping and holiday shacks). 
It’s envisaged that there might be some economic opportunities for neighbouring land owners to, for example, provide 
“farm” meals and stopovers as well as potential opportunities for Aboriginal Tasmanians to present their cultural history 
to interested tourists. 
  
Similar Tourism Models 
Councillor Allwright on a recent tour of the Kimberly’s, and Northern Territory observed that many of the tourist activities 
were conducted on public, or indigenous owned land, mainly by private operators with local council providing basic 
services, such as rubbish collection. The most prominent example was the Katherine Gorge Tour, which is a joint 
venture between the owners the  local indigenous corporation, who get employment opportunities, the Northern 
Territory Parks & Wildlife Service, who get income to supplement environmental programs as well as the private 
operator who hopefully makes a profit and invest it locally. 
Other examples include the Victoria River tour, which could be on private pastoral lease country and the operation of 
the Lake Argyle Tours, as well as smaller operations such as the Mt Barnett Indigenous Corporation, on the Gibb River 
Rd, that provides a shop, and camping facilities run by private operators. All these tours and operations operate 
seasonally in the dry. 
 
Calling for expressions of interest from tourism operators 
The Lake Meadowbank sub-committee recognises the importance of “all party involvement”, which includes the 
Aboriginal Land Council, Hydro Tas as well as a number of private land owners. The Lake Meadowbank sub-committee 
would like Council to consider calling for expressions of interest from tourism operators to develop, and run tourism 
infrastructure and possibly a lake tour from a jointly owned camping ground, just north of at Dunrobin Bridge, on the 
lakes western shore. 
 
For Discussion 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16.10 REQUEST FOR SUPPORT 
 
The following email was received from Hydro Tasmania seeking Council’s in-principle support for a Waddamana 
Interpretation Upgrade  
 
Dear Mayor, 

As part of its commitment to heritage management and the Tasmanian community, Hydro Tasmania is in the process of 
re-envisaging the interpretation and visitor experience presently provided by the Waddamana Power Station Museum. 

The 2014 Tasmanian Heritage Register listing of the Waddamana Power Stations as part of the Great Lake Scheme 
(GLS) serial listing provides further impetus to conserve and interpret Waddamana and other places linked to 
construction and operation of Australia’s first networked electricity scheme. 

Hydro Tasmania is seeking funding under the recently announced Tourism Funding Program (Tourism Demand-Driver 
Infrastructure [TDDI] Program and the Regional Tourism Infrastructure and Innovation Fund [RTIIF]) to help upgrade 
interpretive infrastructure at Waddamana in order to improve the visitor experience and to increase awareness of the 
Great Lake Scheme generally.  

http://www.premier.tas.gov.au/releases/millions_for_tourism_funding_program 

Through a successful expression of interest process, Hydro Tasmania has been shortlisted to prepare a business case 
for the Waddamana interpretation upgrade and potential roll out of allied GLS tourism infrastructure. The business case 

http://www.premier.tas.gov.au/releases/millions_for_tourism_funding_program
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must be lodged on 25 September 2015. If the funding application is successful the proposed works will be staged over 
three years (2015-2018). 

The proposed works involve interpretation upgrades at Waddamana and some level of signage or basic interpretation at 
other GLS sites. This may possibly be in the form of a heritage trail which aims to draw people deeper into the region for 
a longer and more enjoyable stay. 

Because some places connected by the proposed GLS heritage trail, and the roads themselves, are not owned or 
managed by Hydro Tasmania, it will be important to have a broad community support base and to establish 
partnerships with affected property owners and Central Highlands Council.  

The purpose of this email and preliminary project outline is to seek Council’s in-principle support for the initiative. 
Supporting statements from potential stakeholders positively influences the chances of a successful funding application. 
In the event the application is successful Hydro Tasmania will consult fully with all affected stakeholders.  

It would be greatly appreciated if you could notify us of your level of support by 16 September. 

Yours sincerely, 

Helga Grant 

 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 
THAT Council write a letter of support for a Waddamana Interpretation Upgrade initiative. 
 

  



P a g e  | 115 

 
 

 

 
 

16.11  OUSE AND HIGHLANDS FESTIVAL COMMITTEE – CHILDRES CHRISTMAS PARTY 

A letter has been received from the Ouse and Highlands Festival Committee, in relation to holding the 2015 Children’s 
Christmas Party at the Hamilton Recreation Ground on the 6

th
 December 2015. The committee is seeking Council’s 

support by wavering the fees and charges associated for the usage of the Hamilton Recreation Ground for the hours of 
10.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. 
 
See letter attached 
 
Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 
 
THAT Council waive the hire of the Hamilton Recreation Ground for the Children’s Christmas Party to be held on 6

th
 

December 2015. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.0 SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Moved Clr       Seconded Clr 
 
THAT Council consider the matters on the Supplementary Agenda. 
 

 

 
18.0 CLOSURE 
 

 


