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Central Highlands Council 

AGENDA – ORDINARY MEETING – 18th MARCH 2014 

 

 

Agenda of an Ordinary Meeting of Central Highlands Council scheduled to be held at Hamilton 
Council Chambers, on Tuesday 18th March 2014, commencing at 9am and be closed to the public 
until 10.00am. 
 

I certify under S65(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 that the matters to be discussed under this 
agenda have been, where necessary, the subject of advice from a suitably qualified person and that 
such advice has been taken into account in providing any general advice to the Council.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Lyn Eyles 
General Manager 

 

1.0 OPENING   

 

 

2.0 PRESENT 

 

 

3.0 APOLOGIES 

 

 

4.0 PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARATIONS 

 

In accordance with Regulation 8 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the Mayor requests 

Councillors to indicate whether they or a close associate have, or are likely to have a pecuniary interest (any pecuniary 

or pecuniary detriment) in any item of the Agenda. 

 

 

5.0 COMMITTEE   
 

Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) regulations 2005 provides that Council may consider 

certain sensitive matters in Closed Agenda which relate to:  

 Personnel matters, including complaints against an employee of the Council; 

 Industrial matters relating to a person; 

 Contracts for the supply and purchase of goods and services; 

 The security of property of the Council 

 Proposals for the Council to acquire land or an interest in the land or for the disposal of land; 

 Information provided to the Council on the condition it is kept confidential; 

 Trade secrets of private bodies; 
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 Matters relating to actual or possible litigations taken by or involving the Council or an employee of the Council; 

 Applications by Councillors for leave of absence; 

 The personal affairs of any person. 
 
The decision to move in Closed Council requires an absolute majority of Council. 

5.1 MOTION INTO COMMITTEE 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

THAT Council move into Committee to discuss confidential matters in accordance with Section 15 of the Local 

Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005. 

Carried 

 

 

5.2 MATTERS DISCUSSED IN COMMITTEE 

 

 

5.3 MOTION OUT OF COMMITTEE 

 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT Council move out of Committee and resume the Ordinary Meeting. 

Carried 

 

 

OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC 

 

The Meeting will be opened to the public at 10.00am 

 

 

6.0 IN ATTENDANCE 
 

 

6.1 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

 

7.0 MAYORAL COMMITMENTS 

 
18

th
 February      Council Meeting – Bothwell 

      Function – Bothwell Football Club 
 
19

th
 February     Audit Workshop 

 
21

st
 February     TT Line – Mr Mike Granger CEO 

      Red Cross 100 Year Anniversary 
 
22

nd
 February     Southern Highlands Irrigation Scheme Funding Announcement 

      Premier – Lara Giddings & Deputy Premier Bryant Green 
 
23

rd
 February Rotary Club Fundraiser for Disadvantaged Children in the Central 

Highlands – Hamilton Inn  
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24
th
 February Inspection with Clr Bowden – Mr Andreos Hastrup 

 
25

th
 February Bushfest Sub-Committee Meeting 

Derwent Bridge Toilets – Craig Farrell MP 
      AGM – Ouse Country Club 
 
26

th
 February     Meetings held in Derwent Bridge 

- John & Louise Wendt – Derwent Bridge Chalets 
- Greg Duncan – “The Wall” 
- David and Carol Fitzgibbon – Derwent Bridge Hotel 
Bushwatch Meeting – Westerway 

 
27

th
 February     Central Highlands Community Health Centre Meeting 

 
28

th
 February     Graduation Ceremony of Recruit Training Course – Police Academy 

 
4

th
 March     New Norfolk Rotary Club – Cheque from Rotary Fundraiser 

      Central Highlands Tourism Meeting 
 
5

th
 March      Interview WIN TV – Bothwell Water 

      Mercury Newspaper – Bothwell Water 
      Gretna Fire Brigade Community Meeting- ANZAC Day Service 
 
6

th
 March     Tasmanian Association for Hospice & Palliative Care 

 
8

th
 March     Function for Mrs Mavis Clark – Ellendale 

 
9

th
 March     Great Lake Shackowners Association – AGM and General Meeting 

 
11

th
 March     Mr D Itchins 

 
12

th
 March      Rev Ellen Clark – ANZAC Day 

 
13

th
 March     Mr James Allwright – NRM 

      Sub-Committee – CHCHC 
 
17

th
 March     Meeting – Mr Mike Brown and Mrs Pauline Cairns 

   

 

7.1 COUNCILLORS COMMITMENTS 
 
Clr L M Triffitt 

18
th
 February       Council Meeting Bothwell 

9
th
 March      Shackowner’s Meeting - Miena 

12
th
 March      Meeting with Kathy Bradburn - Draft Cemetery Policies 

 
Clr I V McMichael 
 

18th February      Council Meeting Bothwell 

19th February       Audit Workshop Hamilton 

27th February       Central Highlands Health Services Consultative committee 

 

 

7.2 GENERAL MANAGER COMMITMENTS 
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Tuesday 18
th
 February    Council Meeting 

Wednesday 19
th
 February   Audit Committee – Presentation 

Thursday 20
th
 February    Seminar Hobart 

      Meeting - Page Seager 

Monday 24
th
 February Healthy Communities Initiatives Steering Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 25
th
 February Bushfest Sub-Committee Meeting 

Thursday 27
th
 February  Presentation from LGD to Staff 

Tuesday 4
th
 March   Tourism Committee Meeting 

Thursday 6
th
 March    Meeting with Ratepayer 

Sunday 9
th
 March  Central Highlands Shackowners Meeting Miena 

Wednesday 12
th
 March  General Managers Workshop Hobart 

 

 

7.0 NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 

 

 

8.0 FUTURE WORKSHOPS 

 

 

9.0 MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

10.0 MINUTES 

 

 

10.1 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 18
th

 February 2014 be received. 

 

Carried 

 

 

10.2 CONFIRMATION OF DRAFT MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 18
th

 February 2014 be confirmed.  

 

Carried 

 
 

 

10.3 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES HIGHLANDS TASMANIA TOURISM COMMITTEE MEETING 
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Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Draft Minutes of Highlands Tasmania Tourism Committee Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 4
th

 March 

2014 be received.  

 

Carried 

 
 

10.4 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 

THAT the Draft Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting of Council held on Thursday 30
th

 January 2014 be received. 

Carried 

 

 

10.5 RECEIVAL DRAFT MINUTES BUSHFEST COMMITTEE MEETING 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 

THAT the Draft Minutes of Bushfest Committee Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 25
th

 February 2014 be 

received. 

Carried 

 

10.0 BUSINESS ARISING 

 

 

12.0 NRM REPORT 

 

Moved Clr   Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the NRM Report be received. 

Carried 

 

 

Derwent Catchment Natural Resource Management Committee Inc. 

      PO Box 22      Hamilton     Tas     7140      Phone:  6286 3211       Fax:  6286 3370   

 

Report Central Highlands Council 22nd Jan to 18th Feb 2014 

 

Catchment Coordinators Vacancy  
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The three applicants from the second round of advertising were appraised using the merit principle.  All were rated 

between 50 and 60%.  The applicants had relevant qualifications for the position, lack of work experience, was a 

concern.  To this end, NRM South have taken ownership of their facilitation component of the position, advised the 

DCNRMC and the two other investors (Derwent Valley & Central Highlands Council) that the Catchment Coordinators 

position no longer exists and therefore, the current co-investments deed is no longer in effect.   

A number of options have been put on the table by NRM South, these are in the attached letter.  Council is 

encouraged to consider the options and put forth any other options. 

 

Minutes of the 28th Feb MOU meeting where issues were discussed in details are available from either Chris Absolom 

or Derwent Catchment NRM Secretary Kathy Van Dullemen. 

 

Funding grants obtained by DCNRMC 

Derwent Catchment have secured project money to trial green manure crops, the aim is to re-carbonizing soils after 

poppy crops, which will reduce the rest period between rotations.   

 

Additional fire recovery money has also been secured, a number of properties have been identified which will benefit 

from the additional funds.  

 

Weeds 

Orange Hawkweed works have been completed at Butlers Gorge and the Shannon.   

 

Aurora Energy requested information from Derwent Catchment on the multi-land weed control model being undertaken 

at Dee Lagoon.  Aurora aims to use this model to control gorse under their power lines between Strahan & Queenstown. 

 

Jason Branch has made available a crew to provide follow up spraying of Gorse along the Interlaken Road.  

 

General Projects 

The Red Hot Tips fuel reduction burning program facilitated by Macquarie Franklin have completed property 

assessments with a focus on looking at a more co-ordinate approach along property boundaries.   

 

A workshop on the burn program will be held at the Bothwell Fire Shed 24th March 2014. 

 

NRM South are touring the Derwent Catchment on 17th March, taking in two farms and Interlaken Ramsar site.  No 

other details have been supplied to Derwent Catchment at this stage. 
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Kathy Van Dullemen  Secretary  Derwent Catchment NRM Committee 

 

 

 

 

 
12.1 LETTER FROM NRM SOUTH TO WORKING GROUP (SEPARATE ATTACHMENT) 
 
For Discussion 
 

 

 

12.2 DERWENT CATCHMENT NRM MOU MEETING MINUTES (SEPARATE ATTACHMENT) 

Chris Absolom (Finance Manager) attended meeting on behalf of Council. 

For Discussion 

 

 
13.0 FINANCE REPORT 
 
Moved Clr   Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Finance Report be received. 

Carried 

 

 
 
13.1 PLANT REPORT (SEPARATE ATTACHMENT) 
 

 

14.0 DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

In accordance with Regulation 25(1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the Mayor 

advises that the Council intends to act as a Planning Authority under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, to 

deal with the following items: 

 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr 

 

THAT the Development & Environmental Services Report be received. 

 

Carried 

 

14.1 CONSENT AGREEMENT - APPEAL NO: 158/13S: LARK & CREESE – LAND & ENGINEERING SURVEYORS 

and CENTRAL HIGHLANDS COUNCIL  

SA 2012/58: LARK & CREESE SURVEYORS: RA 2780 DENNISTOUN ROAD, INTERLAKEN: SUBDIVISION – 

THIRTEEN LOTS & BALANCE IN THE RURAL ZONE 

Report By: 
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Contract Planner (J Tyson) 

Applicant:  

Lark & Creese Surveyors   

Owner 

Duckhole Pty Ltd 

Background 

In December 2013 Council approved a subdivision of 13 lots and balance for land at RA 2780 Dennistoun Road, 

Interlaken. 

The applicant decided to appeal some of the conditions placed on the planning permit (Attachment 1) to the Resource 

Management and Planning Appeals Tribunal (RMPAT). The Grounds of Appeal are attached (Attachment 2). 

Mediation has been conducted with the applicant with the assistance of Council’s legal representative (Marc Edwards, 

Abetz Curtis) and with advice from the Contract Engineering Officer (Leigh Wighton). Agreement on an alternative set of 

conditions has been reached, which are now presented to Council for their consideration (Attachment 3). 

 

Discussion 

The following conditions were appealed and the mediated position is explained below. 

Condition 8 

Required a building envelope to be designated on the final plan for each lot as shown on the plans submitted with the 

application. 

The applicant requested greater flexibility to allow future owners choice of building sites. The agreed solution is to place 

‘no build’ areas on the titles in areas that are unsuitable for development due to natural values, bush fire risk and 

proximity to boundaries and the lake and then allow a building envelope of 1ha to be chosen anywhere else on each 

block.  

Condition 11  

Required the applicant to enter a Part 5 agreement with Council to fence on the Clyde Marsh boundary. 

It was established that fencing exists along this boundary already and that the neighbouring land managers (Inland 

Fisheries and DPIPWE) are satisfied that the fencing can be maintained without a permit condition. This part of 

condition 11 has therefore been removed as it was placed on the permit at the suggestion of Inland Fisheries. 

Condition 22 

Required the applicant to provide a connection of power and telephone services to the lots.  

It was determined that the wrong version of this condition was used on the permit. The condition has been amended to 

add “Where provided…”  at the beginning of the condition, making the connection of these services optional.  

Condition 23  

Road works and road widening. 
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It has been agreed that a road reserve of 18m will be created for Dennistoun Road and there will be no requirement to 

do any roadwork.  

 

The new subdivision road will be required to be constructed to the minimum standard which is 5m including shoulders 

and any passing bays required by the Tasmanian Fire Service.  

CONCLUSION 

The issues raised in the appeal grounds have been considered and a new set of conditions has been negotiated, with 

agreement from the applicant.  

A consent memorandum has been drafted and is ready for submission to the RMPAT if Council agrees to the mediated 

solution. If Council does not agree to the revised permit conditions it is likely that the matter would require a full hearing 

to be determined. 
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Recommendation 

Moved Clr   Seconded Clr  

 
That Central Highlands Council (Planning Authority) in accordance with Section 16A of the Resource Management and 

Planning Appeals Tribunal Act 1993, AGREE to the attached Consent Memorandum and revised Planning Permit 

conditions for 2780 Dennistoun Road, Interlaken, as comprised in Certificate of Title Volume 165589 Folio 2 of the 

Register and Certificate of Title Volume 165589 Folio 3 of the Register (formerly part of historical Certificate of Title 

Volume 230881 Folio 1 of the Register). 

 
 

Carried 
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14.2 DA 2014/3 : SUBDIVISION OF 29 RESIDENTIAL LOTS & 3 OPEN SPACE LOTS IN VILLAGE ZONE & 

POTENTIAL IMPACT AREA : WAYATINAH VILLAGE; WAYATINAH : REMISSION OF FEES 

Background 

Pitt and Sherry submitted an application for Stage 1a in April 2012.  During the advertising and referral process the 

subdivision plan had to be amended to accommodate changes required by Southern Water.  As the amendments made 

changes to the lot configuration a fresh application had to be submitted. 

Current Situation 

An amended application consisting of 29 residential lots and 3 open space lots has been submitted and was advertised 

on 26 February 2014 with the representation period closing on 13 March 2014. 

The fees associated with this application will need to be remitted by Council and are as follows: 

Subdivision Application Fee: $1,600.00 

Statutory Advertising Fee: $250.00 

 
It is anticipated that this application will be presented to the April Planning Committee Meeting for consideration. 
 
The Manager DES also met with Mr Richard Cassidy from Pitt and Sherry on-site on Tuesday 25

th
 February 2014 to 

discuss final details.  Pitt and Sherry and now preparing tender documents and Engineering Drawings for Council. 
 

Recommendation 

Moved Clr   Seconded Clr  

 
THAT the application fees for DA 2014/3 for the subdivision of 29 residential lots and 3 open space lots at Wayatinah be 

remitted as follows: 

 

 Subdivision Application Fee: $1,600.00 

 Statutory Advertising Fee: $250.00 
 

Carried 

 

14.3 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

At a meeting of Council held on 14 January 2014 Council endorsed the Central Highlands Municipal Emergency 
Management Plan.  The Plan has now been signed off by The State Emergency Management Controller, Darren Hine.  
 
A copy of the approved document is available on Council’s Website. 
 
For Information 
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14.4 COMMERCIAL RELEASE OF CANOLA GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOR HERBICIDE TOLERANCE 

Council has received the below email regarding an application for the commercial release of genetically modified canola 

for herbicide tolerance.  Comments are being sought and will need to be submitted to the Manager Development & 

Environmental Services no later than Monday 14
th

 April 2014 

 

 

 

Dear CEO/Manager  

Request for advice on licence application DIR 127 from Monsanto Australia Ltd:  

Commercial release of canola genetically modified for herbicide tolerance 

I have received a licence application (DIR 127) from Monsanto Australia Ltd (Monsanto) for the commercial release of 
genetically modified (GM) canola into the environment. The Gene Technology Act 2000 (the Act) sets out the process 
that I, as the Gene Technology Regulator, must follow in evaluating the application. Following an initial screening of the 
application, I am seeking advice on matters relevant to the preparation of a Risk Assessment and Risk Management 
Plan (RARMP) from a broad range of experts, agencies and authorities, including all local councils in Australia.  

Please note that I realise Councils do not usually have specialist scientific advice available to them. The purpose in 
consulting your Council is to make you aware of the application and to seek comment from people who are familiar with 
the areas where the proposed release could take place.  

The Application  

Licence application DIR 127 is for unrestricted commercial release of the genetically modified (GM) canola variety MON 
88302 (also referred to as TruFlex™ Roundup Ready

®
 canola). MON 88302 contains one introduced gene that confers 

tolerance to the herbicide glyphosate.  

Monsanto is seeking approval to release the MON 88302 canola in all canola growing areas of Australia. The GM 
canola and its products would enter general commerce, including use in human food and animal feed.  

A summary of the application is attached along with a set of ‘Questions and Answers’ that provide an overview of the 
application and an outline of the assessment process. A copy of the application is available from my Office upon 
request.  

Consultation process for this DIR application  

As this application is for commercial purposes, the Act specifies two rounds of consultation. Before a RARMP is 
prepared in accordance with section 51 of the Act, I am required to seek advice from prescribed experts, agencies and 
authorities. This first round of consultation must include the Gene Technology Technical Advisory Committee, State and 
Territory Governments, prescribed Australian Government agencies, any local council that I consider appropriate (which 
in this case I consider to be all local councils in Australia) and the Environment Minister. I am also consulting with a 
range of Australian Government agencies that, while not prescribed in the legislation, have maintained a strong interest 
in the implementation of the Act.  
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Public consultation is not required at this stage. However, I will be notifying receipt of the application by placing a 
Notification of Application, Summary of Application and Questions and Answers on the OGTR website and advising 
people and organisations that have registered on the OGTR mailing list.  

The second round of consultation, required by section 52 of the Act, will occur after a consultation version of the 
RARMP has been prepared. I must seek advice on the RARMP from the same prescribed experts, agencies and 
authorities consulted initially. In addition, I must seek public comment on the RARMP.  

Timeframe for comments  

In order to comply with the legislative timeframe for this application, I require your advice on matters related to risks to 
human health and safety and the environment that I should consider in preparing the RARMP by 24 April 2014.  

Please note that if I do not receive advice by this date, subregulation 8(3) of the Gene Technology Regulations 2001 
requires me to proceed with the evaluation. However, you will have a further opportunity to comment on the RARMP 
once it has been prepared.  

Conclusion  

My office would be happy to discuss any issues or concerns in relation to the application or the preparation of the 
RARMP. If you have any questions please contact the OGTR by email to ogtr@health.gov.au or by telephone on 1800 
181 030 and quote application number DIR 127.  

 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Dr Joe Smith  
Gene Technology Regulator  
27 February 2014  
 
(Approved for electronic transmission)  
 
Attachments:                  
Summary of Application  
Questions and Answers  

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

February 2014 

Summary of Licence Application DIR 127 

Introduction 

An application has been made under the Gene Technology Act 2000 (the Act) for Dealings involving the Intentional 
Release (DIR) of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) into the Australian environment. 

Application number DIR 127 

Applicant: Monsanto Australia Ltd (Monsanto) 

mailto:ogtr@health.gov.au
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Project Title: Commercial release of canola genetically modified for herbicide tolerance 
(MON 88302)

1
 

Parent organism: Canola (Brassica napus L.) 

Introduced gene and 
modified trait:  

5-enolpyruvylshikimate-3-phosphate synthase (cp4 epsps) gene derived 
from the bacterium Agrobacterium sp. strain CP4 (herbicide tolerance) 

Proposed release dates: Ongoing from date of approval 

Proposed locations: All canola growing areas of Australia 

The proposed dealings 

Monsanto proposes a commercial release of the genetically modified (GM) canola variety MON 88302 (also referred to 
as TruFlex™ Roundup Ready

®
 canola). MON 88302 contains one introduced gene that confers tolerance to the 

herbicide glyphosate. 

Monsanto is seeking approval for unrestricted commercial release of MON 88302 canola in all canola growing areas in 
Australia. Commercial canola production occurs mainly in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Western 
Australia, and to a much lesser extent in Tasmania and southern Queensland. However, the commercial cultivation of 
GM canola is currently prohibited in South Australia and Tasmania under State legislation introduced for marketing 
reasons. 

If a licence is issued, the GM canola would enter general commerce, including use in human food and animal feed. 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand has assessed and approved food made from MON 88302. Authorities in the 
United States, Canada, Japan and Mexico have also approved food derived from MON 88302. 

Parent organism 

The parent organism, Brassica napus L., is commonly known as canola, and is exotic to Australia. 

The genetic modification and its effect 

MON 88302 contains an introduced cp4 epsps gene from the common soil bacterium Agrobacterium tumefaciens strain 
CP4. The gene encodes 5-enolpyruvylshikimate-3-phosphate synthase (EPSPS), an enzyme of the shikimic acid 
pathway which is involved in the biosynthesis of aromatic compounds, including some amino acids. In non-GM plants, 
glyphosate binds to and blocks the activity of the natural plant version of this enzyme, which results in the plant being 
deprived of essential amino acids for growth and development. However, as glyphosate does not bind to the introduced 
CP4 EPSPS enzyme, expression of the introduced cp4 epsps gene enables the GM canola plants to produce aromatic 
amino acids in the presence of glyphosate. Herbicides containing glyphosate could then be used for weed control in the 
GM canola crop. 

The introduced cp4 epsps gene is under the control of a chimeric constitutive promoter containing enhancer sequences 
from the Figwort mosaic virus 35S promoter combined with sequences of the Tsf1 gene promoter from Arabidopsis 
thaliana (thale cress). 

Other short regulatory sequences that contribute to control the expression of the cp4 epsps gene are also present in 
MON 88302. These are derived from A. thaliana and Pisum sativum (common garden pea). 

MON 88302 canola differs from the already commercially grown Roundup Ready
®
 canola by expression of the cp4 

epsps gene in all tissue types, particularly in pollen. It can therefore tolerate higher rates of glyphosate herbicides and 
has a wider window for herbicide application. The applicant advises that this is intended to allow optimisation of 
herbicide applications to suit environmental and weed growth conditions, providing improved weed control. It is not 
intended to increase the number of herbicide applications. 

Method of genetic modification 

MON 88302 was generated using Agrobacterium tumefaciens-mediated transformation. This transformation method has 
been widely used in Australia and overseas for introducing genes into plants. More detailed information on methods of 
genetic modification can be found in the document Methods of plant genetic modification available from the Risk 
Assessment References page on the OGTR website. 

                                                           
1
 The title of the licence application submitted by Monsanto is “General release of Brasica napus genetically modified for herbicide 

tolerance (MON 88302) in Australia”. 

http://www.ogtr.gov.au/internet/ogtr/publishing.nsf/Content/riskassessments-1
http://www.ogtr.gov.au/internet/ogtr/publishing.nsf/Content/riskassessments-1
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Previous releases of the same or similar GMOs 

Field trials of MON 88302 have been conducted in Australia under licence DIR 105. Environmental release of MON 

88302 canola has also been approved in the United States and Canada. 

Other GM canola modified for herbicide tolerance have been approved in Australia for field trials, and for commercial 
release (DIR 020/2002: Roundup Ready

® 
canola; DIR 021/2002: InVigor

®
 canola; and DIR 108: InVigor

®
 × Roundup 

Ready
® 

canola). Roundup Ready
®
 canola also contains an introduced cp4 epsps gene. 

There have been no credible reports of adverse effects on human health and safety or the environment resulting from 

any of these releases. 

Assessment and consultation process for this DIR application 

The Act and the Gene Technology Regulations 2001 set out requirements for considering licence applications, including 
matters that the Gene Technology Regulator (the Regulator) must take into account before deciding whether or not to 
issue a licence. 

Since this application is for commercial purposes, the Regulator is required to seek advice from prescribed experts, 
agencies and authorities on matters relevant to the preparation of a Risk Assessment and Risk Management Plan 
(RARMP), in accordance with section 50 of the Act. This first round of consultation must include the Gene Technology 
Technical Advisory Committee, State and Territory Governments, Australian Government agencies, any local council 
that the Regulator considers appropriate and the Environment Minister. 

While the Regulator is not required to seek public comment at this stage, copies of the application are available on 
request from the OGTR. Please quote application number DIR 127. 

In a second round of consultation, the Regulator will seek comment on the consultation RARMP from the public as well 
as prescribed experts, agencies and authorities. The RARMP will then be finalised, taking into account matters raised 
relating to risks to human health and safety and the environment, and will inform the Regulator’s decision whether or not 
to issue a licence. 

At this stage, the RARMP is expected to be released for comment in July 2014. The public will be invited to provide 
submissions on the RARMP via advertisements in the media and direct mail to anyone registered on the OGTR mailing 
list. The RARMP and other related documents will be available on the OGTR website, or in hard copy from the OGTR. 

More information on Australia’s national scheme for regulation of gene technology and the assessment process can be 
found at the Office of The Gene Technology Regulator’s website (www.ogtr.gov.au). 

If you have any questions about the application or the assessment process, or wish to register on the mailing list, please 
contact the OGTR at: 

The Office of the Gene Technology Regulator, MDP 54 GPO Box 9848 Canberra ACT 2601 

Telephone: 1800 181 030  Facsimile: 02 6271 4202  Email: ogtr@health.gov.au 

Website http://www.ogtr.gov.au 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Questions & Answers on licence application DIR 127 – 
Commercial release of genetically modified canola 

What is this application for? 

Monsanto Australia Ltd (Monsanto) is seeking approval for the commercial release of one variety of genetically modified 
(GM) canola, referred to as MON 88302 or TruFlex™ Roundup Ready

®
 canola, which has been modified for herbicide 

tolerance. 

The GM canola is proposed to be grown in all canola growing areas in Australia, and its products would enter general 
commerce, including use in human food and animal feed. 

http://www.ogtr.gov.au/
mailto:ogtr@health.gov.au?subject=DIR%20089
http://www.ogtr.gov.au/
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How has the GM canola been modified? 

The GM canola contains an introduced gene derived from a common soil bacterium, which confers tolerance to the 
herbicide glyphosate. This enables the GM canola plants to grow in the presence of the herbicide, which can be used to 
control weeds in the GM canola crop. 

How is the GM canola different from existing commercial GM Roundup Ready
® 

canola? 

In the 2013 season, GM Roundup Ready
® 

canola constituted about 10% of the Australian canola crop. Both MON 
88302 canola and Roundup Ready

® 
canola are tolerant to herbicides containing glyphosate, however MON 88302 

canola can tolerate higher rates of glyphosate and has a wider window for herbicide application. The applicant advises 
that this is intended to allow optimisation of herbicide applications to suit environmental and weed growth conditions, 
providing improved weed control. It is not intended to increase the number of herbicide applications. 

What is the process for considering this application? 

The licence application will be subject to comprehensive, science-based risk analysis. The process includes two rounds 
of stakeholder consultation. In the first round, the Gene Technology Regulator will seek advice from prescribed experts, 
agencies and authorities prior to preparing a draft Risk Assessment and Risk Management Plan (RARMP). The RARMP 
focuses on identifying risks to human health and safety and to the environment that may be posed by the proposed 
commercial release. Following public release of the draft RARMP, submissions will again be sought from stakeholders, 
this time including the public. The RARMP will then be finalised taking into account submissions received, and inform 
the Regulator’s decision whether or not to issue a licence. 

Has the GM canola received any other approvals? 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand, as well as authorities in the United States, Canada, Japan and Mexico, have 
approved food made from MON 88302 canola. Environmental release of MON 88302 canola has been approved in the 
United States and Canada. 

How can I comment on this application? 

The comprehensive Risk Assessment and Risk Management Plan for this application is expected to be released for 
public comment in July 2014. Its release will be advertised in newspapers, and it will be available on the OGTR website 
along with a range of supporting information. While comment is not being sought from the public at this stage, you can 
obtain a copy of the application by contacting the OGTR (contact details below). Please quote the application number 
DIR 127. As the application is quite lengthy, you may prefer to view a summary of the application, which is posted on 
the OGTR website along with this document (under ‘What’s New’), or a copy can be obtained by contacting the OGTR. 

 

14.5 PLANNING PERMITS ISSUED UNDER DELEGATION 
 

The following planning permits have been issued under delegation during the past month. 

PERMITTED USE 

DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2014/6 

 

L R Clark 

 

Ruby Road, Miena 

 

House in Holiday 

Residential Zone 

2014/5 

 

B A & L R Stoward 

 7 Dolerite Crescent, Flintstone 

House Addition (Deck) in 

Holiday Residential Zone 

 

DISCRETIONARY USE 
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DA NO. APPLICANT LOCATION PROPOSAL 

2013/40 

 

 

D Hay 

 

 

Site 19, 378 Marlborough Road, 

Bronte Park 

 

Caravan Park (Storage & 

Deck) in Holiday 

Residential Zone 

 

NO PERMIT REQUIRED UNDER PLANNING DIRECTIVE 4 

 

14.6 IMPOUNDED DOGS 
 
Following a request by Council to be advised of all dogs impounded at Council’s Bothwell and Hamilton pounds and the 

outcome of the impoundment, please be advised as follows: 

 

 

 

Date 

Impounded 

 

 

Pound 

Location 

 

Reason for Impoundment 

 

Outcome 

 

22/2/2014 

 

Bothwell 

 

Brown & White Spaniel picked up in 

suspected sheep attack at Westerway. 

 

 

After negotiations with the owner the dog was 

relinquished to Council and taken to the Dogs 

Home on 4 March 2014. 

 

 

25/2/2014 

 

Bothwell 

 

Sable & Tan Pit Bull Cross brought in 

by Constable Harley collected from a 

car at Poatina  

 

Dog Released back to Tasmania Police on 26 

February 2014 who arranged to transfer dogs to 

Poatina. 

 

 

25/2/2014 

 

Bothwell 

 

Black, Tan & Sable German Shepherd 

brought in by Constable Harley 

collected from a car at Poatina 

 

 

Dog Released back to Tasmania Police on 26 

February 2014 who arranged to transfer dogs to 

Poatina. 
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25/2/2014 

 

Bothwell 

 

Smokey Grey & White Staffy Cross 

brought in by Constable Harley 

collected from a car at Poatina 

 

 

Dog Released back to Tasmania Police on 26 

February 2014 who arranged to transfer dogs to 

Poatina. 

 

25/2/2014 

 

Bothwell 

 

Black & Tan Hound Cross impounded 

in a suspected sheep attack at 

Westerway. 

 

After negotiations with the owner the dog was 

relinquished to Council and taken to the Dogs 

Home on 4 March 2014. 

 

 

15.0 COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

 

Moved Clr      Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Community & Economic Development Report be received and noted. 

 

Carried 

 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT 

MARCH 2014 

 

HIGHLANDS TASMANIA TOURISM COMMITTEE 

The activities of the committee and my report to the committee are presented to Council in the draft minutes of the 

meeting held on March 4, 2014. 

 

HIGHLANDS BUSHFEST 

A copy of the proposed Stallaholders Information Pack is attached and submitted to Council for approval. 

Sponsorship is being handled in-house as per minutes of the March Highlands Tasmania Tourism Committee.  

Consultant Malcolm MacDonald withdrew his proposal to raise $57,000 towards the cost of running Highlands Bushfest, 

citing a delay in a decision on his appointment causing concerns that the target could not be reached within the 

remaining timescale. 

 

GLOVER PRIZE 2014 

A depiction of the Central Highlands has earned Derwent Valley-born artist Mark Rodda the $40,000 Glover Prize for 

landscape painting. 
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Mr Rodda completed his South from the Labyrinth to Mount Olympus and Lake St Clair from photographs and has 

never visited the area. 

I have been in contact with the organisers of the Glover Prize and it is now likely Mr Rodda will visit the Central 

Highlands in the next few months.  

This is an important marketing opportunity for the Highlands Tasmania Brand.  

 

TASMANIA MEDICARE LOCAL SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH 

Central Highlands Council has been invited to contribute a proposal in conjunction with external partners to access 

$300,000 of funding over two and a half years, including $50,000 towards perfecting the proposal. 

Healthy Communities co-ordinator Janet Monks and I have held several discussions with potential partners, including 

Southern Midlands Council and the Rural Primary Health Service based in Ouse. 

Southern Midlands Council is proposing it acts as the lead authority and fund holder in any proposed joint project. 

To date, no specific proposal has been identified, but Southern Midlands’ preference is towards children and youth 

education. 

The Rural Primary Health Service has withdrawn as a primary partner due to operational workload and the delivery of 

existing programs. 

Our belief is that any project should include the areas of the current come Alive ‘N’ Thrive program which is continually 

achieving traction and success under Janet Monks’ co-ordination. 

We also believe that any proposal should focus on parenting and children in a more holistic approach to practical 

guidance, exercise and wellbeing. 

It is our belief that partnering with Southern Midlands might impact on the sustainability and continuation of some of the 

Come Alive ‘N’ Thrive projects into the future. 

Tasmania Medicare Local has indicated it is keen for the successes of the Come Alive ‘N’ Thrive program to continue as 

the Federal Government seeks to end the perception, and fact, that often the positives of a program come to a grinding 

halt once initial funding is concluded. 

We are seeking Council’s in principle support to submit a proposal to TML that is specific to the Central Highlands 

region and engages partners who can build on the success of the Healthy Communities Initiative and more specifically 

Come Alive ‘N’ Thrive. 

RECOMMENDATION: That Council provides in principle support for an application for Social Determinants of Health 

funding that is specific to the Central Highlands region. 

 

SOUTHERN VALLEYS TOUR 2014 

Hobart Wheelers and Southern Tasmanian Cycling Club staged two cycling events in Bothwell on Sunday, February 23.  

The event attracted more than 70 riders and around 50 supporters and brought substantial business to food and 

beverage businesses in the town. 

The organisers are planning to stage Roubaix on Roubaix, in Bothwell, on Sunday, April 13, 2014. 
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Cyclists will complete several laps of 12km circuit that will include Market Place, Patrick Street, Highland Lakes Road, 

Dennistoun Road and two kilometres of gravel road in Nant Lane. 

This is expected to be a prime spectator event. 

 

CARAVANNING AUSTRALIA FEATURE 

I have contributed a two page feature on the Central Highlands to Caravanning Australia magazine. The feature is 

attached. 

A similar feature in the magazine in 2013 appears to have had a positive result with bookings at Council camping 

grounds at Bothwell and Hamilton up between 169 and 220 vehicles on 2012-13 figures. The increase of $2,200 in 

revenue represents 169 campers paying $15 or 220 paying $10 for a site. 

It is fair to estimate that the occupants of each vehicle would spend at least $100 in the Central Highlands region on 

food, drink or fuel, so the increase in the number of vehicles has been worth between $16,900 and $22,000 to the local 

economy. 
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COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION – WESTERWAY BUSH WATCH 

A Community Grant application has been received from Westerway Bush Watch for $500 to cover the cost of re-

painting the organisation’s trailer. 

It is Council’s policy to contribute 50 per cent of the cost of a project or a maximum of $500.  

RECOMMENDATION: That Council contributes $250 towards the Westerway Bush Watch trailer project. 
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16.0 WORKS & SERVICES 

 

Moved Clr   Seconded Clr  

 

THAT the Works & Services Report be received. 

 

Carried 

 

 

WORKS & SERVICES REPORT 

13th February 2014 – 11th March 2014 

 

Grading & sheeting 

Trap Hut Rd Rosehill Rd 

Boomer Rd Langloh Rd 

   

Maintenance Grading 

Dawson Rd    14 Mile Rd  

Potholing / shouldering 

Arthurs Lake Rd   14 Mile Rd 

 

Culverts / Drainage: 
Drainage and clean culverts, 
Ellendale Rd, Drypoles Rd, Trap Hut Rd, Meadsfield Rd, Torhill Rd 
 

            
Install new culverts at: 
Southernfield Rd 
Jones River Rd 
Avenue Ellendale Rd 
 
Occupational Health and Safety 
 

 Monthly Toolbox Meetings 

 Day to day JSA and daily pre start check lists completed 

 Monthly work place inspections completed 

 Play ground inspections 

 28hrs sick leave Hours taken 

 109hrs Long Service Leave 
 
Bridge Maintenance: 
 
Bridges: 

 
Refuse / recycling sites:  
Cover Hamilton Tip twice weekly 
 
Other: 
 
 Chairs and tables to spin out 
 Continue preparation on Hamilton rec for show 
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 Lights at Bothwell rec 
 Repair footpath Franklin Place 
 Clean up trees Dawson Rd and Woodmore Rd 
 Culverts and drainage Avenue 
 Scrubbing Lanes Tier Rd 
 Repair signs Ellendale Rd 
 Repair washouts on municipal roads after thunderstorm (3 days) 
 Scrubbing Victoria Valley Rd 
 Remove tree Theissen Cresent 
 
 
Municipal Town Maintenance: 
 

 Collection of town rubbish twice weekly 

 Maintenance of parks, cemetery, recreation ground and Caravan Park. 

 Cleaning of public toilets, gutters, drains and footpaths. 

 Collection of rubbish twice weekly 

 Cleaning of toilets and public facilities 

 General maintenance 

 Mowing of towns and parks 

 Town Drainage 
 
 
Weed control:  
  
Buildings: 
   
Plant: (Repairs and Maintenance) 

Pm687 Western Star serviced tyres rotated 
 Pm735 Hilux serviced 
 Pm692 Triton ute repairs  
 Pm738 Triton ute repairs 
 New backhoe 100hr service 
 
 
 
 
Private Works: 
 Gravel Frank Moore 
 Gravel Lake Crescent 
 Gravel Stornoway 
 Gravel J & T Suttcliffe 
 Mowing Jason Branch 
 Backhoe hire Casey Bryant 
 Premix Terry Hoskison  
   
Casuals 

 

 Toilets, rubbish and Hobart 

 Bothwell general duties 

 Hamilton general duties 

 Mowing and brush cutting 
 
Slashing 
 
 Lower Marshes Rd 
 Rotherwood Rd 
 Pelham Tier Rd 
 Thousand Acre Lane    
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Program for next 4 weeks: 
 
 Install exercise equipment Council play grounds 
 White Line Hollow Tree Rd 

White Line Ellendale Rd 
Cart gravel for Pelham Diversion 

 

15.1 STOCK GRID JEAN BANKS RD 

Correspondence has received on behalf of Mr Reardon who owns the properties “Rockford” and “Jean Banks” regarding 

the stock grid on Jean Banks Road.  The letter states that the ramp is poorly constructed and allows sheep and cattle to 

exit Jean Banks. 

The Works Manager has undertaken inspections of the ramp in previous times and a clean out of the ramp won’t solve 

the issue as the ramp is too narrow which allows the stock to jump over. 

The Works Manager raised this issue with Council at the January meeting of 2012 and it was decided that Mr Reardon 

should fence Jean Banks at his own costs. 

The cost to install a new stock grid would be $7500, this would be 4m long and 2.4 wide that doesn’t allow stock to jump 

across with timber sides. 

For Discussion  

 

15.2 BRIDGE CHRISTIAN MARSH (SEPARATE ATTACHMENT) 

 

For Discussion 

 

 

 

16.2 STATUS REPORT 

 

 328 - 20/4/2012 

Gorse at Christian Marsh, Responsible Officer: NRM 
This item was asked to be placed on the Status Report at the March 2012 Meeting. 

 329 - 18/8/2012 

Platypus Walk, Responsible Officer:  Works Manager 

Regular Maintenance 

 

 332 - 17/9/2013 

Blackberry Removal, Responsible Officer:  Works Manager / NRM 
Clr Bowden requested that this item be placed on the Status Report 
 

 

 

 

17.0 ADMINISTRATION 
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17.1 CARAVAN BY-LAW  

Attached is a draft Central Highlands Council Caravans By-Law No 1 of 2014 

If Council intends to make a By-Law, it must pass a resolution by absolute majority to that effect.  

Council is also required to prepare a regulatory impact statement in respect of the By-law it intends to make and submit 

it to the Director of Local Government to issue a certificate: 

(a) Certifying that the statement is satisfactory; and 

(b) Stating that the Council may commence the public consultation process. 
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Recommendation: 

THAT Council resolve its intention, in accordance with Section 156 of the Local Government Act 1993, to make 
Caravans By-Law No 1 of 2014 for the regulation of caravans within the Municipal area. 

 

17.2 REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES (SEPARATE ATTACHMENTS) 

 

As part of the continuing review of Council policies, the following policies have been reviewed and are submitted to 

Council for adoption: 

 

2014-24 Work Health and Safety Policy 

2014-25 Healthy Catering Policy (new) 

2014-26 Playground Inspection Policy 

 

 

Recommendation 

 

THAT Council Adopt the following policies: 

 

2014-24 Work Health And Safety Policy 

2014-25 Healthy Catering Policy (new) 

2014-26 Playground Inspection Policy 

 

17.3 GOLF MUSEUM LINK BUILDING 

 

The Australasian Golf Museum is re-applying to the Tasmanian Community Fund towards the building of a link between 

the Old Schoolmasters House and the Museum.  Council during budget deliberations for 2013/2014 had allowed 

$50,000 as a Council contribution but the amount was deleted from the budget when the Australasian Golf Museum was 

unsuccessful with their application at that time. 

 

If this current application is successful, Council will need to make a budget allocation for 2014-2015. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

THAT Council allocate a contribution of $50,000 towards linking the Australasian Golf Museum building and the Old 

Schoolmasters House in the 2014-2015 budget. 

 

17.4 DESTINATION SOUTHERN TASMANIA 
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Ben Targett, CEO Destination Southern Tasmania has flagged DST’s intention to apply to all 11 Council partners for 

proportional, year one support of their Destination Management Plan implementation in addition to Council’s 

membership fee.  The estimated investment required for the implementation is $100,000 and using the proportional 

model provided, Central Highland’s contribution is 1.85% ($1,850). 
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Recommendation 

 

THAT Council consider its contribution towards the implementation of the DST Destination Management Plan during its 

2014-2015 budget deliberations. 
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17.5 BOTHWELL CEMETERY COMMITTEE RESIGNATION 

 

Mrs Mary Ramsay has resigned as a community representative on the Bothwell Cemetery Committee as she is moving 

away from the area and feels that a local resident should be the community representative. 

 
Recommendation 

 

THAT a letter of appreciation be forwarded to Mrs Mary Ramsay for her contribution to the community through the 

Bothwell Cemetery Committee. 
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17.6 OUSE AND HIGHLANDS REGIONAL COMMUNITY CRAFT GROUP 

 

Attached is an application from Mrs Frances Macdonald, President of the Ouse & Highlands Regional Community Craft 

Group requesting that the Craft Fair be considered for an annual allocation through Council’s annual budgets. 

 

The Craft Fair is a very successful annual event and grows bigger each year.  An annual budgetary allocation would 

ensure that Council contributes to this worthwhile event and reduce the need for the Group to apply for a community 

grant each year. 

 

 



P a g e  | 55 

 
 

 
 



P a g e  | 56 
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Recommendation 

THAT Council make an ongoing annual allocation of $1,000 towards the Ouse and Highlands Regional Community 

Group Craft Fair through Council’s budget. 
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17.7 HELICOPTER LANDING SITES 

 

Councillor L M Triffitt has requested that this item be listed on the agenda for discussion by Council. 

 

 
For Discussion 

 

 

17.8 CENTRAL HIGHLANDS COUNCIL AUDIT PANEL 

 

Councillors are aware that the Local Government (Audit Panels) Order 2014 has been gazetted. 

 

 Membership – minimum 3 (at least 1 independent person) with a maximum of 5 (at least 2 independent 

persons) 

 

 The Mayor, General Manager or an employee cannot be on the Audit Panel 

 

 Only an independent person can be chairperson 

 

 Members hold office of not less than one year and not more than 4 years 

 

 Independent members entitled to be paid remuneration and allowances determined by Council 

 

Council may provide to its audit panel a charter relating to the manner in which the audit panel is to perform its functions 

and the procedure of the audit panel in respect of its meeting 

 

Audit Panel to prepare an annual work plan and to hold at least 4 meetings each financial year 

 

Audit Panel to provide a copy of its minutes to Council 

 

Council to provide secretariat support to the Audit Panel 

 

Council now need to determine the composition of the Audit Panel – number, members, remuneration, charter. 

 

Recommendation 

 

THAT Council’s Audit Committee consider the matters required for the establishment of the Audit Panel and report back 

to Council’s April meeting with a recommendation for Council adoption and implementation. 
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17.9 HIGHLANDS TASMANIA TOURISM COMMITTEE 

At the committee meeting held on 4 March, 2014 the committee has made the following recommendation to Council: 

 

THAT this Committee recommend to Council 
 

a) THAT Council send out Stallholder Application packages for Bushfest; 
 

b) THAT this Committee review progress of Bushfest in June prior to Council Meeting; and 

 

c) THAT Council staff carry out the sponsorship project and report to Council April Council meeting 

 

The General Manager together with Tania Whelan and Casey Bryant are working on seeking sponsorship for Bushfest.  

A package has been developed and will be forwarded to appropriate organisations. 

 

Recommendation: 

THAT Council accept the recommendations of the Highlands Tasmania Tourism Committee to: 

a) Send out stallholder packages for Bushfest 

 

b) the Committee review Bushfest in June prior to Council’s meeting; and 

 

Council staff carry out the sponsorship project and report to the April Council meeting. 

 

 

17.10 COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION – HAMILTON DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL SHOW 
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18.0 SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Moved Clr   Seconded Clr 
 
THAT Council consider the matters on the Supplementary Agenda. 
 

Carried 
 

 

 
19.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 

 

 
20.0 CLOSURE 
 
 

 


